
History of the Holocaust                  Spring 2008
42.347 (Class Meetings: M & W, 3:00-4:15 PM)             Dr. Stallbaumer-Beishline

Office Hours & Location: Contact Information:
Mon. & Wed. 2:00-3:00 PM Office Phone: 389-4979
Tu. & Th. 2:00-3:30 PM Home Phone: 570-925-0304 (9 AM-9 PM)
OSH 132 lstallba@bloomu.edu (not a reliable form of communication)

Course Content
We will be studying the origins of the "final solution" and its impact on European Jewry.  During the 

course of the semester, we will examine the history of the holocaust in five phases.  (1)  We will how Germany 
became a "racial state" during the Nazi era and why Germans turned to Nazism.  (2)  We will study the perpetrators 
of the Holocaust, especially how and when the decision for the "final solution" was reached and the psychology of 
perpetrators.  (3)  We will examine the impact of the Holocaust on victims of the Holocaust with special emphasis 
on Jewish responses to persecution and the challenge of resistance.  (4)  We will analyze the politics of rescue and 
so-called bystanders.  (5)  The legacies of the Holocaust will be briefly considered.

Evaluation of Student Achievement

(1)  Discussion & Attendance grade (approximately 0-13 points):

Attendance?  You are expected to attend class.   If you have a documented medical excuse (or other reasonable 
absence such as a funeral) that includes a legible name, date, and phone number whom can be contacted by me, you 
may make up missed discussions (see me).  (1/2 point for each full day of attendance)

How to prepare for discussion?
● We will discuss primary (documentary) and secondary (historical interpretations) sources on specific subjects that 
are either controversial or deserve in-depth attention.  Discussion allows students to think through the material with 
their classmates and the professor serves as a facilitator to keep students on track.  
● If the discussion centers on primary sources (e.g. diaries, memoirs, memos, correspondence, speeches, etc.), you 
should do the following:

●  Take notes to determine the context of the document: Who wrote/spoke it?  Why?  When?  What are the 
major points/ideas contained in the document?  How reliable is the primary source?  How does it help us 
address the discussion questions (listed in the syllabus)?  Which sources are more reliable and why?
●  When taking notes, cite page numbers or paragraph numbers so that during discussion you can refer to 
them and encourage the class to consider the evidence with you.

● If the discussion revolves around secondary sources, then you must consider how convincing historians' are in 
presenting their arguments.  

● Frequently, you will be assigned short excerpts from historians who have conflicting opinions, and you 
will be required to identify the similarities and differences in their thesis and use of evidence.
●  Familiarize yourself with the author's thesis and the major points of his/her arguments.
●  Take notes and cite page numbers so that during discussion, you can refer to them.
●  Consider how convincing is the author's interpretation of an event.  While you may not be an expert or a 
history major, trust your instincts and ability to judge the merits of an essay.
●  What are the author's qualifications and potential biases?  Historians cannot avoid being shaped by their 
environment (time period in which they live, socio-economic background, ethnicity, gender, etc), what 
primary sources were accessible, previous research by other scholars, and so forth.  You must try to read 
between the lines because two or more scholars can look at the same document and not necessarily arrive at 
the same conclusions.

●  Always bring the discussion material with you to class.  
●  In order for everyone to benefit from discussion, everyone must participate.  If you have a serious and legitimate 
problem with shyness, you should discuss this with me at the beginning of the semester.  (0-2 points are earned 
each discussion session depending on the amount of participation; the total points possible depends upon how 
many discussions we have but could add up to approximately 20 points.)

(2)  Six Document Log Entries; each worth 0-5 points (0-30 points).
●  This is an informal writing assignment in which you should attempt to write your tentative 
interpretations of five document groups: Non-Jewish Victims of Nazi Racial Persecution, Antisemitic 
Exclusionary Measures, Documents on the Origins of the Final Solution, Selections from Words to Outlive 
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Us, and excerpts from Fresh Wounds.  This assignment is based on the premise that writing about what you 
have read is a means of "working through" the material.   In the following, I have suggested some questions 
you might want to answer, but do not assume that these questions are exhaustive, nor do you need to feel 
obliged to answer them.  Just demonstrate that you are thinking about the primary sources!  BE SURE TO 
MAKE SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO THE DOCUMENTS within your writing either through footnotes, 
parenthetical citations, or in the text.  

●  #1 What do the documents in Non-Jewish Victims of Nazi Racial Persecution reveal about how 
the Nazis were trying to create a "racial state"?  Are there patterns?  Were some groups treated 
differently than others?  What do the similarities and differences reveal about the Nazis' goals?  
●  #2 In the Antisemitic Exclusionary Measures Document Group, what do the documents reveal 
about how Jews were discriminated against?  You could try to assess how much of the persecution was 
officially sponsored by the state or party, where initiatives were being taken, and so forth.  If these 
were the only documents available on the subject, what "story"/history would you write about anti-
Semitic exclusionary measures?
●  #3 In the Documents on the Origins of the Final Solution, you might want to consider how 
important Hitler's January 1939 speech was.  Did the Nazis take the Madagascar plan seriously?  When 
was the term "final solution" used and did its meaning change over time?  Again, if these were the only 
documents available on the subject, what "story"/history would you write about the origins of the final 
solution?
●  #4  You will be reading first-hand accounts of the Warsaw Ghetto from the time of its creation to 
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943.  What do you learn about the experiences of the inhabitants? 
How reliable are the authors' recollections?  Did women and men have different experiences?  Did 
Ghetto inhabitants (or inmates) have choices or were they confronted with "choiceless choices"?  What 
similarities or differences existed between the individual's experiences?  
● #5  You will be reading a memoir written by Primo Levi entitled Survival in Auschwitz.  What do 
you learn about human nature in the extreme situations created by the German perpetrators?  What do 
you learn about how individuals survived in Auschwitz?  Why did Primo Levi decide to write a 
memoir and share his experience with the world?  How does Levi's experiences compare to other 
survivors' accounts that you might have read?  
●  #6  You will be reading first-hand accounts of survivors, recorded just months after they were 
"liberated" from the concentration camps.  These were edited for a publication entitled Fresh Wounds. 
What do you learn about the experiences of the survivors?  How do their recollections compare to 
others we have read during the semester?  Why were the survivors willing to be interviewed?

●  You are not being assessed upon your writing skills but your attempts to interpret the documents and 
raise questions about the documents.  Some of these document collections include a narrative that was 
written to provide context; you should not rely upon these for your log entries.  Moreover, summarizing 
what you read from Doris Bergen's War and Genocide is unacceptable, but if you believe that a comparison 
to secondary sources is relevant, this may be appropriate content for your document log entries.  If you 
want, imagine you are writing a letter to a friend or family member telling them what you are learning 
about various aspects of the Holocaust based upon your reading of the assigned documents.
●  Your log entries should be typed, single-spaced, and not to exceed 1 ½ pages.  
●  In order to grade blindly, DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME ON ANY PART OF THE PAGE 
THAT I WILL READ.  
●  You are not necessarily required to discuss each document, but when discussing a document or group of 
documents put the document numbers in parentheses to retrace your steps and ideas.  So you might write a 
sentence that reads like this, "Documents 1, 5 and 6 suggest to me . . . ".  (This kind of crude reference to 
documents is not allowed in a formal writing assignment, but for the log entries it is acceptable.)  
●  This assignment will be collected at the beginning of class periods when the discussions are to be held.

(3)  First take home exam essay 5-7 pages in length (worth 0-30 points); you will be asked to write one essay in 
response to a choice of questions which will be distributed one to two weeks before the due date.   I am willing to 
read rough drafts or discuss how to write a paper. 

(4)  Second take home exam with two essays, each 4-6 pages in length (each essay worth 0-25 points); you will be 
asked to write two essays in response to a choice of questions.  I am willing to read rough drafts or discuss how to 
write a paper. 

(5)  Film Review Assignment, directions in a separate handout, due on the day of the final. (worth 0-15 points).
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Letter Grades are assigned based upon the percentage of points: 

Letter grades are recorded for individual assignments according to the following scale:
A 94-100%  Superior Achievement C+ 77-79%
A- 90-93% C 74-76%   Average Achievement
B+ 87-89%    Above Average Achievement C- 70-73%
B 84-86% D+ 67-69%
B- 80-83% D 60-66%   Minimum Achievement

E 0-59% Failure

Integrity, simply defined, is doing what is right even when no one 
is looking.

Academic Integrity
Bloomsburg University Policy and Procedures 3512

"Academic integrity refers to the adherence to agreed upon moral and ethical principles when engaging in academic 
or scholarly pursuits.  The university's academic integrity is part of an effort to nurture a community where trust, 
honesty and personal integrity guide all of our dealings with one another.  Personal integrity is vital to our pursuit of 
educating and becoming educated.  This student academic integrity policy is only part of, not the entirety of, efforts 
to foster a community of trust; trust is built first on our actions toward each other.  The responsibility to be honest, 
fair, and forthright with others is a responsibility that each member of the Bloomsburg University community must 
accept. . . .

"The following types of behaviors are examples of academic dishonest.  This list is not, and cannot be exhaustive. 
Students who are unsure if an act is academically dishonest have a duty to consult their professor before engaging in 
the act."  

Academic dishonesty includes: cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, misrepresenting circumstances, 
impersonation, obtaining an unfair advantage, aiding and abetting of academic dishonesty, falsification of 
records and official documents, and unauthorized access to computerized academic or administrative records 
or systems.  For detailed definitions of these examples of academic dishonest, consult Bloomsburg University's 
Academic Integrity Policy (PRP 3512) at www. bloomu.edu/about/govern/pol.3512.htm.

Attendance and Deadlines

Regular classroom attendance is mandatory.  There is no makeup for unexcused absences.  It is the 
student's responsibility to keep track of his/her absences and contact the professor to make up work promptly.

You are required to turn in your assignments on time.  Late papers can be penalized five points for each day 
they are late, unless a valid excuse is provided.  "Computer problems" or the "dog ate my homework" are not 
acceptable excuses.  If your computer "swallows your paper," or malfunctions in some manner, your papers can be 
accepted late only if a handwritten draft is submitted by the deadline.  You should always have backup copies of 
your files and print "hard copies" so you do not lose your work.  Also, if you are a history or education major, you 
should make a copy of the final draft of all assignments to keep for portfolios that are usually required when you 
student teach, when you ask professors for recommendations, or enter the job market where writing samples are 
required (after you graduate from college, it can also be fun to look back on your earliest writings to see how much 
you progressed).

Required Texts
Bergen, Doris. War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust.  Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 

2003.
  Bergen will provide you with essential background information; my lectures will not regurgitate Bergen. 
If you ever have questions about what you read, please ask in class.  When reading a chapter, it helps to 
skim the contents first, then read the chapters for content.  Use the section and subsection titles as clues to 
what is important to note or highlight.
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Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity.  Trans. Stuart Woolf.  A Touchstone Book. 
New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996; New York: Collier Books, 1993.  

Browning, Christopher. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland. 2nd ed.  New 
York: HarperPerennial, 1992.
  We will be reading selected chapters of this volume.  

Grynberg, Michal, ed.  Words to Outlive Us: Eyewitness Accounts from the Warsaw Ghetto.  Trans. and Intro. Philip 
Boehm.  New York: Picador/Henry Holt, 2002.
  We will be reading selected portions of this book.

Several reading assignments will be available on reserve in Andruss Library.

Optional Text

Wilt, Alan F.  Nazi Germany.  The European History Series.  Arlington Heights, IL:  Harlan Davidson, 1994.
  If you feel entirely lost on the history of the Third Reich, this slim volume is a useful, readable survey.  It 
would make more sense to read it in the first two weeks of the course.

Reading the Syllabus
According to the schedule below, you should have studied, not just read, by the date of the class meeting 

the assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them.  Please note when assignments are due.  Also, notice that 
each evening meeting is divided into two parts, therefore you may have reading assignments for each portion of the 
evening.  Always bring books, handouts, etc that are assigned to the relevant class meetings.

If classes are canceled because of road conditions, bad weather, etc., you are responsible for finding out 
how the syllabus will be adjusted.  As a general rule, whatever was scheduled on the day a class is canceled will be 
covered at our next meeting.  If in doubt, please do not hesitate to contact me.  This syllabus is subject to change. 

Lectures, Readings, and Assignments
14 January Course Introduction

16 January Lecture: Hitler and the German People

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War and Genocide, Preface and Chapter 2

21 January No class meeting – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
23 January Film: The Nazis: Helped into Power

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War and Genocide, Review Chapter 2

28 January Discussion:  What is a "racial state"?
◘  How essential was racism to the Nazi Party and State?  
◘  Why was racism so important to the Nazi world view?
◘  What were the measures ("positive" and "negative" used by the Nazis to create a "racial 
state"?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Non-Jewish Victims of Nazi Racial Persecution (Andruss Library Reserve)

1st DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS 
30 January Lecture: Antisemitism, Racism and Prejudice

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War and Genocide, Chapter 1

4 February  Discussion: How do people become things?
◘ Did the Nazi's have a conscience?
◘ How can an "us vs. them" mentality be nurtured?
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Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Claudia Koonz, "Genocide and Eugenics: The Language of Power" (Andruss Library 
Reserve)
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6 February Discussion: Nazi Racial Policies: Exclusion 
◘ What were the variety of Jewish reactions to persecution?
◘ What sorts of discrimination did German Jews experience?  How much of it was "official"? 
How much of it was "unofficial"?  How much originated at the grass roots?  How much was 
directed by the national government?
◘ How much was persecution made possible by a silent majority of "Aryans"?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Antisemitic Exclusionary Measures, 1933-1939 Document Group (Andruss Library Reserve)

2nd DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.
11 February Lecture and Discussion: Nazi Racial Policies: Exclusion

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, Chapters 3-4

13 February Lecture: Nazi Racial Policies: Concentration & Deportation

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, Chapter 5

18 February Film: The Road to Treblinka

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, Chapters 6-7

20 February Discussion: Origins of the "final solution": interpreting the primary sources
◘  When was the phrase "final solution" used and what did it mean in context?
◘  Was the decision to kill all of Europe's Jews made incrementally or intended from the time 
the Nazis came to power? 

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Documents on the Origins of the "Final Solution" (Andruss Library Reserve)

3rd DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.
25 February Discussion: Origins of the "final solution": interpreting the historians' debate

◘  What was Hitler's role in the origins of the Holocaust?
◘  What are the differences between a functionalist and intentionalist's interpretation?
◘  Would you describe yourself as a functionalist, intentionalist, neither, both?
◘  Why do Fleming, Mommsen, and Browning have such diverse interpretations of the same 
documents?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Origins of the "final solution": Historical Debate also known as "Origins of the Holocaust" 
from The Holocaust (1st ed), pp. 9-47 (Andruss Library Reserve)

27 February Lecture: "Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Evil"

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 161-193.

3 March Discussion: Ordinary Men?
◘ How did Police Battalion 101 become killers?
◘ Is Browning's thesis convincing?
◘ What are the implications of Browning's study in terms of understanding perpetrators of the 
"final solution"?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Browning, Ordinary Men, prefaces, chapters 1-2, 5-9, 11, 13, 16-18, and afterword
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5 March Lecture: Non-German Perpetrators of the Holocaust

7 March 
FRIDAY
EXAM DUE

EXAM due by today at noon.  You will be asked to submit a hardcopy of your paper to my 
office mailbox and a copy to turnitin.com through Blackboard.  Thursday, 6 March, will 
be the last day that I will assist students with writing.    

10 and 12 
March
Spring Break

                  
17 March Discussion: "Choiceless Choices"

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► David Jones, "Victims," pp. 171-197 (Andruss Library Reserve)
► Lawrence Langer, "Tainted Memory," pp. 121-161 (Andruss Library Reserve)

19 March Film: The Pianist (only showing the first fifty minutes)

Lecture: The Ghettos in Holocaust History
24 March Discussion: Life in the Ghetto

◘  Describe the variety of experiences found in the Warsaw Ghetto.
◘  What "choices" did ghetto inhabitants/inmates have in their daily lives?
◘  How did resistance organize in the Warsaw Ghetto?
◘  In what ways did the Nazis coerce the Jewish Police and Judenrat into implementing 
policies?  Why would some Jews cooperate?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Grynberg, Words to Outlive Us, pages see the bottom of this syllabus

4th  DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS
26 March Lecture: Jewish Responses

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 193-203

31 March Discussion: The Problem of Jewish Resistance: Historical Debate
◘  What are some potential definitions of resistance?
◘  What were some of the practical obstacles to resistance?
◘  What explains the contradictory interpretations put forth by Raul Hilberg and Yehuda Bauer?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► "The Problems of Jewish Resistance" from The Holocaust (1st ed),  (Andruss Library 
Reserve)
► Nechama Tec, "From Self-Preservation to Rescue," pp. 545-551 (Andruss Library Reserve)

2 April Film: Kitty

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 8

7 April Discussion: Levi's Survival in Auschwitz
◘  How does Levi account for his survival?
◘  What is Levi's "law of perspective"? 
◘  What did Levi learn about human nature of Auschwitz inmates and German guards from his 
experience in the camp?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Levi, Survival in Auschwitz, all

5th  DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS
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9 April Discussion: Fresh Wounds: Early Holocaust Recollections

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Fresh Wounds (Andruss Library Reserve)
6th  DOCUMENT LOG ENTRY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS

14 April Lecture: The Politics of Rescue 

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Leni Yahil, "Attempts at Rescue" and "Rescue on the Brink,"  pp. 573-652 (Andruss Library 
Reserve)

16 April Discussion: The Possibilities of Rescue: Historical Debate
◘  Did the United States abandon the Jews?
◘  Could the Nazi killing machine have been stopped?  
◘  Were the Allies morally obliged to at least explore rescue options if not attempt to rescue 
Jews?

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► "Possibilities of Rescue" from The Holocaust (1st and 3rd ed)

17 April Two Lectures by Dr. Claudia Koonz
21 April Film: They Risked their Lives

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Nechama Tec, "Becoming a Rescuer," pp. 554-565 (Andruss Library Reserve)
► Philip P. Hallie, "Help – 1940-1944," pp. 520-531 (Andruss Library Reserve)
► Debórah Dwork, "Into Hiding," pp. 439-459 (Andruss Library Reserve)

23 April Film: The Long Journey Home (to learn about the fate of Jews as Displaced Persons)

Second take home exam due in class.
28 April Film: Imaginary Witness (Hollywood and the Holocaust)

or 
Film: Nuremberg: Tyranny on Trial (to learn about the first "international" trial and the 
place of the Holocaust in the events)

Before our class meeting, prepare by studying:
► Bergen, War & Genocide, conclusion

Friday, 9 May
Final

Film Review Assignment is your final because you are expected to draw upon what you 
have learned during the course of the semester.  The deadline is 10:30 AM.

Reading Assignment for Words to Outlive Us:
Words to Outlives Us is a compelling collection of eyewitness accounts, but we do not have time to read the entire 
book.  Therefore, we will explore the experience of the Warsaw Ghetto through select eyewitness accounts, which 
will require that you pay close attention to page numbers and the name of the person giving the account.  

Please note that a Glossary of Terms is located on pp. 449-452; a Map is located in the front matter of the book; 
Biographical Sketches for each eyewitness is found alphabetically on pp. 454-476; in addition, if you perchance 
read the first entry by an eyewitness a more abridged biographical introduction is offered.  Finally, a sense of 
chronology is offered in two ways, a handout distributed separately and making note of which chapter the entry 
appears in (since the chapters are organized chronologically).  Indeed, each chapter begins with a very brief 
historical overview which you might want to read.  

What pages should you read?
Select either column; they include the same page numbers but are organized differently.  In column one, I have 
indicated simply what page numbers to read and the chapters in which you will find them.  In column two, I have 
organized the readings by the name of the eyewitness and the page locations for his/her entries.  

Col. 1: Numerical Page Numbers and Chapter 
Headings

Col. 2: Name of the Eyewitness and Page Numbers of 
Diary/Memoir entries

Introduction, 1-13 Introduction, pp. 1-13
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Life Within the Walls (Chapter 1): 15-51 Chapter 1, pp. 15-51

Ghetto Institutions (Chapter 2): 54-56, 63-72, 79-96, 99, 

Roundups, Selections, and Deportations (Chapter 3): 
102-107,111-117, 126-133, 135-169, 182-183, 191-195, 
198-202

Passive and Active Resistance Inside the Ghetto 
(Chapter 4): 213-255, 263-269, 280-291

Anonymous Woman: 135-140, 146-149, 229-233
Berman, Adolf: 140-146
Bryskier, Henryk: 225-229
Ernest, Stefan: 54-56, 99, 105-107, 243-251,289-291
Mawult, Jan:  63-72, 95-96, 111-117, 126-133, 251-255
Puterman, Samuel: 158-169
Slododzki, Henryk: 79-85
Staszewska, Stefania: 150-158, 263-265
Stok, Marek: 182-183, 191-195
Zelichower, Natan: 221-225, 233-243
Zylbersztejn, Samuel: 198-202, 233-243
nota bene: Mawult and Puterman were members of the 
Jewish Ghetto Police (a.k.a. SP)
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