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An Act for the Encouragement of Learning, by securing copies of 

maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such 
copies, during the times therein mentioned …the author and authors 
of any map, chart, book or books already printed within these United 
States, being a citizen or citizens thereof…the sole right and liberty 

of printing, reprinting, publishing and vending.”  
Copyright Act of 1790 

 
“…to the Ruin of them and their Families… and for the 

Encouragement of Learned Men to Compose and Write useful 
Books; May it please Your Majesty, that it may be Enacted ...…

and that the Author of any Book or Books already Composed and 
not Printed and Published, or that shall hereafter be Composed, 

and his Assignee, or Assigns, shall have the sole Liberty of 
Printing and Reprinting such Book and Books…” 

Statute of Anne, 1710 
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Stockdale’s London Edition of  
Notes on the State of Virginia  

“There is now an American 
Geography preparing for 

the press by a Mr. Morse of 
New Haven in Connecticut, 
which, from the pains the 

author has taken in 
travelling through the 
States, and acquiring 
information from the 

principal characters in each, 
will probably be much more 

exact and useful…”  

The American Geography, First Edition (1789)  
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“Although the book published by the defendant does not 
contain the whole of the book of the Complainant, yet 

from a just view of the subject, and the obvious intent of 
the act aforesaid, it may be regarded as a Copy thereof…

Otherwise, there is no industrious author, who might not 
lose the fruits of his Labor, by the easy contrivance of an 

indolent Compiler…the act would afford no 
Encouragement to Learning, because it would not secure 

to the learned, the effects and produce of their industry.”  
 

Morse v. Reid case report  


