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ASEEES 2019 Business Meeting 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 | 6:00-7:30 PM | San Francisco Marriott Marquis | Floor LB2, Salon 10 
 
In attendance: Jane Sharp, Maria Taroutina, Ludmila Piters-Hofmann, Galina Mardilovich, Allison Leigh, 
Justin Wilson, Iulia Statica, Maria Taylor, Karla Huebner, Gabriella Ferrari, Antony Kalashnikov, Mollie 
Arbuthnot, Louise Hardiman, Wendy Salmond, Aglaya Glebova, Ksenya Gurshtein, Christina Crawford, 
Evgeny Steiner, Colleen McQuillen, Christina Kiaer, Jared Ash, Alla Rosenfeld, Natasha Kurchanova 
 
I. Opening  

A. Welcome.  
B. Minutes from the business meeting at CAA New York (February 15, 2019) approved. 

 
II. Reports 
 
A. President’s Report – Karen Kettering (delivered by Kristin Romberg in Karen’s absence) 
 

A. Announcement of SHERA events at ASEEES. Dinner after the business meeting and visit to 
SFMoMA on Monday.  
 

B. Thanks and farewell to our Wed News Editor Corina Apostol and our Listserv Administrator 
Yelena Kalinsky. 

 
C. Announcement of ASEEES 2019 Travel Grant Award winner Yulia Karpova, who will present 

her paper "Late Soviet studio ceramics as a site of institutional critique" during the SHERA-
sponsored panel “Culture as Matter.”  

 
D. Thanks to the Emerging Scholar Prize Committee: Caroline Guile, Colleen McQuillen, Marie-

Alice L’Heureux.  
 

E. Announcement of the 2019 Emerging Scholar Prize Recipient, Alice Isabella Sullivan for her 
article, “The Athonite Patronage of Stephen III of Moldavia, 1457-1504,” published this year in 
Speculum. The prize committee’s statement was read: After contextualizing Stephen III’s 
activities within the mid-fourteenth-century legacy of patronage directed from within the sub-
Carpathian Romanian-speaking lands, Sullivan demonstrates how the Prince’s “aspirations as a 
Christian ruler and protector of Orthodox faith” (8) in a kingdom perceived as a bulwark of 
Christianity, and his fashioning himself “an heir to the authority of Byzantine emperors among 
Christian peoples under Ottoman control”(4) motivated his activities as a patron of Athonite 
monasteries of the “Holy Mount”. The committee felt this highly original study deserves the 
Prize for its new and significant contribution to our understanding of not only how sacred 
landscapes developed within the northeastern Greek territories in the nearly fifty-year period 
of Stephen III’s rule, but also how princely patronage from Europe’s eastern borderlands had a 
direct and profound impact on the broader reification of Byzantine culture after the fall of 
Constantinople in 1453. Whereas previous scholarship has tended to focus on the study of 
Byzantine ideology in these lands (historical Wallachia, Moldavia) in the sixteenth-eighteenth 
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centuries, Sullivan turns a conventional center-periphery argument on its head. An impressive 
linguistic and material array of primary sources that includes liturgical artifacts, vestments, 
manuscripts, building, inscriptions, and monetary records in Church Slavonic, Greek and 
Romanian underpins Sullivan’s deft elucidation of the connection between cross-cultural 
exchange and contemporary patronage. The committee would like to recognize and praise the 
intellectual work that a study of this type requires, the clarity of its presentation, and the 
demonstration of how the study of “borderland” territories is essential to how we interpret 
and theorize cross-cultural exchange. 
 

 
B. Secretary-Treasurer Report – Alice Sullivan (delivered by Kristin Romberg in Alice’s absence)  

 
A. Current Funds $17,577.32 

 
B. Memberships: SHERA has 132 active members and 20 institutional members. This is an 

increase of 47 since last year.  [It would be good to remind people that as of January 1, 2019, 
SHERA moved to a yearly membership schedule running from 1/1 to 12/31.]   

 
C. SHERA Directory The SHERA Directory includes 267 entries for all individuals who are and 

have been associated with SHERA since its reemergence. In the Directory, all active SHERA 
members are now highlighted in yellow. In the past, the SHERA Directory has been updated 
twice per year—in February and November—before the CAA conference and the ASEEES 
conference. The SHERA Directory is now updated throughout the year and set for distribution 
in June and December of each year. 

 
C. Listserv Administrator’s Report – Yelena Kalinsky 
 

A. SHERA maintains a moderated online network on H-Net called H-SHERA (https://networks.h-
net.org/h-shera), where anyone can post announcements, queries to the group, or other 
materials relevant to our group’s field of interest. 

B. Anyone can subscribe and post by making a profile on the H-Net Commons 
(https://networks.h-net.org) and then subscribing to the H-SHERA network. 

C. H-SHERA regularly commissions book reviews and compiles online resources, such as syllabi, 
links to digital projects, and a list of image permission contacts. We invite anyone interested 
in helping curate digital resources on H-SHERA to get in touch at editorial-shera@mail.h-
net.org. 

 
E. SHERA-SAH Liaison Report – Anna Sokolina (delivered by Kristin Romberg in Anna’s absence) 
 

A. SHERA and SAH are registered as Partner Organizations. Anna submits SHERA news updates to 
SAH, advertises our grants and prizes on their Opportunities page of the SAH website, and 
assembles a biweekly roundup of highlights of SAH programs with links and posts them on H-
SHERA  

  
III. New Business 
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A. Announcement of call for Nominations / Self-Nominations for positions on the SHERA Board: 
Please submit nominations to shera.membership@gmail.com by Sunday, December 8. Online 
voting will take place December 9-13, 2018. 

 
1. Secretary-Treasurer (2-year term, January 1, 2020 – January 1, 2022). Note that Alice is 

running to continue in this position.  
2. Web News Editor (1-year term, with subsequent 2-year optional, January 1, 2020-January 1, 

2021) 
3. Listserv Administrator (3-year term, January 1, 2020-January 1, 2023)—moderates the H-

SHERA listserv (along with other H-SHERA editors) and reports to the board on H-SHERA 
activities. Requires a quick training. The person who takes on the job can decide how this 
works.  

 
B. New SHERA Publication(s)  

The board suggests that we offer a subvention grant and solicit proposals. There was discussion 
of the criteria on which proposals will be judged. Do we want to fund single-author monographs, 
or are there already adequate subvention grants for that (such as the ASEEES first book 
subvention)? Do we want to prioritize edited volumes or journals that would include multiple 
members? Should access be a factor? It was discussed that H-Net can host online journals. A 
member suggested a working group might be established.  

 
C. We would like to develop online resources for scholars and teachers in our field via H-SHERA. 

Yelena will send a separate email via H-SHERA and the membership list soliciting volunteers to 
curate specific areas of H-SHERA (e.g., recent exhibitions, teaching resources, member 
publications, online digital resources, panels of interest at CAA & ASEEES, etc.). Any and all 
suggestions are welcome. Volunteers will become part of the H-SHERA editorial team, working 
on their specific projects. 

 
D. We need to update the website list of member publications and projects. Any member with 

recent publications should fill out the short SHERA Member Publication form located at 
https://tinyurl.com/y43utts6 or on the H-SHERA right-side menu. (A reminder email will be sent 
out via H-SHERA.) The Web News Editor will add these to our website (http://www.shera-
art.org/research/). 
 

E. Announcement that SHERA’s Sponsored Panel, “Culture as Matter,” will be held on Sunday, 
November 24, 8:00 to 9:45 am, Floor: LB2, Salon 5.  
 

F. Christina Kiaer invited members to the memorial for Sasha Novozhenova on 11/20. Sunday, 
November 24, 6:30 to 8:30pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 4, Pacific A.  
 

G. Other business: it was discussed that members appreciated when SHERA made an effort to work 
with ASEEES and CAA to make sure panels were not scheduled at the same time. They also liked 
having the list of relevant panels sent out in advance of the conference. In the future, we should 
gather information about panels relevant to our members right after people get their 
acceptances (and before scheduling happens). 


