
Fall 2005 History 451:  The Holocaust 3 Credits

Dr. Sara A. Sewell Office Hours
Office:  Eggleston Commons 104 Tues. Noon-1:00
Phone: 455-3237 Weds. Noon-1:00
email: ssewell@vwc.edu Thurs. 4:30- 5:30

& By Appointment 

Course Description

On 9 November 1938, Germans, led by Nazis, attacked Germany’s Jewish population.  By the end of 
the next day, 191 synagogues had been set on fire, 815 Jewish-owned shops had been destroyed, 
171 homes had been demolished, and 36 Jews had been murdered in full view of the German people. 
More ominously,  9 November 1938 marked the beginning of mass deportations to concentration 
camps with the round-up of 30,000 German Jews in the subsequent weeks.  In recent decades, this 
event, known as Kristallnacht or Night of the Broken Glass, has taken on pivotal importance in the 
memory  of  the Holocaust.   Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the key events  that people  around  the world 
commemorate to remember those who perished at the hands of the Nazis and their collaborators.

This  course  explores  the  history  and  memory  of  the  Holocaust.   We  examine  key  questions 
surrounding the National Socialist regime and its collaborators’ astounding success at executing six 
million European Jews and five million other alleged enemies of the Nazi regime, including religious 
objectors,  the  disabled,  the  mentally-ill,  gays  and  lesbians,  national  partisans,  Sinti  and  Roma, 
Socialists,  and  Communists.   Our  investigation,  however,  transcends  the  actual  history  of  the 
Holocaust  to  explore  how  survivors,  nations,  institutions,  museums,  popular  culture,  media,  and 
historians have constructed a history of the Holocaust, which may or may not correspond with the 
historical record.

The centerpiece of this course is a student-led commemoration of  Kristallnacht for the Virginia 
Wesleyan College community.  All enrolled students are required to plan, implement, collaborate, and 
participate  in  this  commemoration.   While  the  professor  will  oversee  the  commemoration  and 
support the students in their efforts, this event will be based primarily on the students’ creativity, 
energy, publicity, and efforts.  It, thus, offers students the opportunity not only to gain valuable 
experience in the practice of public history but also to contribute to the growing body of Holocaust 
memory.

Prerequisites:  Junior status or consent of instructor.
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Course Objectives

• Senior Integrative Experience (SIE, I)  :   In fulfillment of the SIE portion of the General 
Studies  requirement  at  Virginia  Wesleyan  College,  this  course  provides  students  with  an 
interdisciplinary approach to the study of the Holocaust.  This approach includes not only the 
historical  perspective,  examining  the  historical  preconditions  and  events  surrounding  the 
Holocaust,  but it  also  incorporates  other  key components  of  the  General  Studies  Program. 
These approaches include examining the aesthetics of Holocaust memorial and the study of the 
ethics/values of the historical  subjects.   At the same time, students employ communication 
skills as they work with and share their research to the Hampton Roads community.

• Critical Thinking  :  Essential to liberal arts inquiry is the development of critical thinking skills. 
This course teaches high-level thinking, especially synthesis and evaluation.  Synthesis requires 
students to understand a wide array of information and assemble it in a way that advances the 
student’s own original argument and voice.  Evaluation requires students to consider a variety of 
contemporary and historical interpretations and to consider which interpretations are the most 
valid.  

• Critical  Reading  :   Critical  reading  involves  understanding  a  text  beyond  the  narrative.   It 
requires the reader to engage the text (both summarizing and evaluating authors' arguments) 
and to formulate your own interpretations (arguments) of the text based on analysis of it.

• Critical Writing  :  Critical writing entails the application of critical thinking and reading skills, as 
the writer  uses  the  written word to  express  his/her  thoughts.   This  course  will  challenge 
students' writing skills,  encouraging them to develop their own voice, unique and interesting 
arguments, and well-defined foci.  

• Collaboration  :  Because this class centers on an all-class project, learning how to collaborate 
effectively is a key objective of this course.  I realize that you may have had some negative 
experiences with collaboration.  I hope those experiences do not deter you from participating 
fully in this course.  Sooner or later, most people are required to collaborate on a project.  This 
class is designed to teach effective collaboration, which I hope makes you become cognizant of 
your  strengths  and  weaknesses  as  a  collaborator.   I  intend  for  this  collaboration  to  be 
intellectually challenging, personally and professionally rewarding, and fun!  And to make this 
component of the course easier to fulfill,  I will  provide you with class time to work on the 
project.

• Understanding the Nature of Public History  :  This course requires students to go beyond the 
classroom, books, and papers to share their knowledge with the public.  In collaboration with the 
entire class and in consultation with the professor, you will participate in researching, designing, 
and  implementing  a  public  history  event(s)  around  Kristallnacht for  the  Virginia  Wesleyan 
College community.  There are a variety ways that you could bring this history to the community. 
I ask you to consider your resources, your audience, the history of this event, and the memory 
of the victims in constructing an appropriate community event(s).
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Texts
All texts are available at the VWC bookstore.  If you have any problems locating any text, please 
let me know as soon as possible.  Also, do not wait until the end of the semester to purchase course 
books because the bookstore returns the unsold copies.

Required Texts  
• Textbook  :  Doris L Bergen,  War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust, New 

York:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2003.
• Reader  :  Rita Steinhardt Botwinick, A Holocaust Reader:  From Ideology to Annihilation, ed., 

Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 1998.
• Tadeusz Borowski, This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen, New York:  Penguin, 1992.
• Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men:  Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution  

in Poland, 2nd ed., New York:  Harper Perennial, 1998.
• Sara Tuvel Bernstein,  The Seamstress:  A Memoir of Survival, New York:  Berkley Books, 

1999.
• Jan T. Gross,  Neighbors:  The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jebwabne, New 

York:  Penguin, 2002.
• Heinz  Heger,  The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle:   The  True  Life  and  Death  Story  of  

Homosexuals in the Nazi Death Camps, Boston:  Alyson Publications, 1994.
• James E. Young,  The Texture of Memory:  Holocaust Memorials and Meaning, New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1993.

In addition to these readings, all  students are required to read daily primary sources that are 
available on Blackboard or the Internet.  These documents are required.  

Assignments

• Class Public History Event   (50 percent  of  grade):  The most  important  component  of  this 
course is a public history event(s) commemorating  Kristallnacht on 9 November 1938.  Each 
student’s grade includes and all-class component and an individual component.  

The all-class component is based on 3 criteria:  
1. The professor’s evaluation of the class’ preparation for the event
2. The professor’s evaluation of the event
3. A class journal

The individual component is based on 2 criteria:  
1. The professor’s assessment (albeit limited) of your contributions to the project
2. Your peers’ assessment of your contributions to the project

• Response  Papers   (25  percent  of  grade):   All  students  are  required  to  write  five  2-page 
response papers that address specific questions about course readings.  Each paper is worth 5 
percent of the final grade.
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• Participation in Class Discussions   (25 percent of your grade):  Because of the collaborative 
nature of this course, your active participation is critical to your development as a scholar and 
the overall success of the class.  Research has consistently shown the enormous benefits of 
active learning.  You should strive to participate equally in this course.  This does not mean that 
you have to know all  of the answers, talk the most,  or the make best comments.   In fact, 
questions are  often the best contributions.   Participating equally, instead, refers to the 
attitude and the effort you bring to this class.  

Grading
All grading in this course follows the standard grading system at Virginia Wesleyan College.  For 
more  information  on  Virginia  Wesleyan  College’s  grading  policy,  see  the  Academic  Catalogue 
(Bulletin).

A 100-93 Excellent Work
A- 92-90 Excellent Work
B+ 89-87 Good Work, Definitely Above Average
B 86-83 Good Work, Definitely Above Average
B- 82-80 Above Average
C+ 79-77 Average Performance
C 76-73 Average Performance
C- 72-70 Average Performance
D+ 69-67 Work Meets Minimum Requirements – But Below Average Quality
D 66-63 Work Meets Minimum Requirements – But Below Average Quality
D- 62-60 Work Meets Minimum Requirements – But Below Average Quality
F Below 60 Failure

Incompletes:  In general I give incompletes only in extraordinary circumstance.  All incompletes for 
this course must be completed by Monday, 30 January 2006 at 5:00 p.m.

Course Policies

• Attendance  : Because of the collaborative nature of this course, attendance is critical.  It is 
assumed that students will attend every class.  

• You may have only one absence without affecting your final grade.
• Two absences   will result in your final grade being lowered by one-third of a letter grade 

(i.e. from a B to a B-).
• Three absences   will result in your final grade being lowered by two-thirds of a letter 

grade (i.e. from a B to a C+).
• Four or more absences   will result in failing the class.
• The professor will consider excusing absences for documented college-related events, 

illnesses, personal emergencies or religious holidays (only on the actual day).  In order 
for the absence to be excused, you must notify the instructor in advance and 
provide appropriate documentation. The professor does, however, reserve the right to 
lower students’ final grades for excessive excused absences.  I highly recommend that 
if you have any excused absences, you do not acquire unexcused absences.
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• Late Papers  : All students are expected to turn in the response papers as scheduled on this 
syllabus.  Late papers will be marked down according to the following schedule:

-5 points Turned in on the same date but after the assigned time.
-10 points One day late
-15 points Two days late
-20 points Three days late
-25 points Four days late
Failing Grade Five days late or later

• Academic Integrity  : Virginia Wesleyan College and I consider academic integrity an essential 
element of higher learning and an explicit value of this community.  Cheating, academic theft, 
and plagiarism violate the learning community.  Through experience, I have found that many 
students  have  particular  difficulty  understanding  what  exactly  constitutes  plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is 

• Using  someone  else's  words  or  ideas  without  proper  documentation.   This  includes 
turning in an entire paper that someone else wrote as well as any portion of someone 
else’s paper.

• Copying some portion of your text from another source without proper acknowledgment 
of indebtedness.  This includes Internet sources such as Spark Notes.

• Borrowing another person's specific ideas (even if you do not his/her exact words) 
without documenting the source.

• Turning in a paper written by another person.   This includes essays available on the 
Internet or other students’ papers.

• Having another person revise your work.  (Not to be confused with feedback from your 
peers, instructors, or Writing Center consultants.)

To preserve academic integrity, Virginia Wesleyan College has instituted an honor code, which is 
fully explained in the Student Handbook.  All work you turn in for this course must be your own. 
Any violation of the Honor Code that falls into at least one of the categories in "Section II: 
Definitions" of the Honor Code will be handled according to the procedures governing academic 
dishonesty.  As a general rule and in consultation with the Dean’s office, a first-time offence of 
academic dishonesty will result in failure of this course.  In addition, I will place a letter in your 
academic file detailing the offense.  I do, however, reserve the right to seek more serious 
disciplinary measures, including but not limited to appealing to the Honor Court.  Please read the 
relevant sections of the current Student Handbook for further information about policies and 
procedures regarding academic integrity. If you have any questions about academic misconduct, 
please see me.

• TurnItIn.com  : All papers must be posted by students on TurnItIn.com by the assignments’  
due dates and time.   Turn It In is a website that detects plagiarism and sends plagiarism 
reports (“originality reports”) that evaluate students’ work to faculty. I have set TurnItIn so 
that  students  may  also  access  the  originality  reports.   Address: 
http://www.turnitin.com/static/home.html?session-
id=048c7a3b8bcf54f049151de637da526d
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• Students with Disabilities  :   Virginia Wesleyan College and I recognize and are sensitive to 
students with special needs.  To use accommodations, students must first register with the 
college’s disability services coordinator, Mrs. Fayne Pearson (455-3246), and provide the college 
with appropriate professional documentation.  If you need accommodations in this course or any 
other course this semester because of a documented disability, you must contact Mrs. Pearson 
at the beginning of this semester; she will then send your instructor(s) official notification. 
This  process  must  be  followed  every  semester  you  attend  Virginia  Wesleyan  College.   I 
recommend  that  all  students  with  disabilities  fill  out  the  appropriate  paper  work  for 
accommodations this semester even if these accommodations might not be needed.

• Blackboard  :   A  required component of  this  course is  Virginia  Wesleyan  College’s  electronic 
course management system, known as Blackboard.  I use Blackboard primarily to post PowerPoint 
lecture notes and communicate with students.  I also use it to post required readings and audio-
visual texts.  In addition, I open up the Blackboard class discussion board feature to you to 
facilitate your collaboration on the  Kristallnacht commemoration.  All students registered for 
this course are required to use their Blackboard account consistently, which can be accessed 
from  the  VWC  home  page  under  “shortcuts”  or  at 
http://blackboard.vwc.edu:80/?bbatt=Y.   Any  questions  regarding  your  personal  BB 
account should be directed toward Robin Takacs (ext. 3112; rtakacs@vwc.edu).  If you have 
any questions regarding the use of BB in this course, please see me.

• Racially- and Sexually-Explicit Material  :  Because a central focus of this course is the study 
of race and racism, this course examines material that may be considered racially offensive 
(including containing demeaning racial stereotypes).  We also consider material that might be 
considered  sexually  explicit  (including  containing  demeaning  gender  stereotypes).   These 
materials  and the accompanying  discussions  of  them may seem offensive  or  threatening  to 
students.   If  you  think  that  you  would  find  the  study  of  these  materials  inappropriate,  I 
recommend that you do not take this course.

• Workload  :  Like all college courses, this course requires students to devote 2-3 hours outside 
of class for every hour in class.  This means that you should plan to study 6-9 hours per week 
for this course.  Much of your study time will be devoted to reading and taking notes on the 
assigned  readings.   Also,  plan  to  devote  additional  time  to  writing  the  papers  as  well  as 
preparing for exams.
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Course Schedule

This is  a tentative  schedule.   In  the event  that  dates/assignments  change,  I  will  notify  you in  class. 
Students are responsible for all changes regardless of attendance.

Key:
BB:  Blackboard 
Reader: Botwinick A 
Holocaust Reader
www:  World Wide Web 
(Internet)

Date Class 
Topic

Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) 
Due

29 August Course 
Introduct
ion & 
History 
of Anti-
Semitism: 
Medieval 
Europe

31 August History 
of Anti-
Semitism: 
Medieval 
Europe

5 
September

Happy 
Labor Day! 

7 
September

Introduct
ion to 
Memory & 
the 
Holocaust

Young, The Texture of Memory, Preface, Introduction (p.p. 1-15), 
Introduction to Part I (p.p. 16-26), Ch. 1, 2, 4

Response Paper Due

12 
September

Modern 
Anti-
Semitism 
& the 
Zionist 
Response

Bergen, Ch 1
BB: Shulgin, Pogrom in Kiev (1905)
BB: Drumont, “Jewish France” (1885)
BB:  Herzl, “On the Jewish State:  (1896)
Reader:  Meltzer, “Study is the Best of Wares,” p. 26
Reader, Meltzer, ‘Fun and Feasts,” p. 32

14 
September

Weimar 
Republic

Reader: Brockdorff-Rantzau, “Speech of the German Delegation,” 
(1919), p. 50
Reader: The Constitution of the German Republic (1919), p. 52
Reader:  Hauser, “The Unemployed” (1932), p. 57
Reader:  Gumbel, “Four Years of Political Murder,” p. 59
BB:  Ostwald, “A Moral History of the Inflation” (1931)
www: “The Program of the Nazi Party” (1920) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/PROGRAM.
htm

19 
September

Nazi 
Racial 
Ideology

Bergen, Ch. 2
Reader:  Hitler, from Mein Kampf (1924), p. 19
Reader:  Hitler, from Mein Kampf (1924), p. 132
BB:  Frau Haferkamp, “Motherhood Times Ten” (1995)
www:  Bennecke, “On the German People and its Territory” 
(1937) @ @ 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/hjhandbuch.htm
www:  Gro , “A Speech to German Women” (1934) @ß  
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/gross.htm
www:  Himmler, “The Question of Homosexuality” (1937) @ @ 
http://www.holocaust-trc.org/himmler.htm
www:  Documents on the Nazi Extermination of People with 
Mental Disabilities (1940-1, 1953) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/DocEuth.
htm 

21 
September

The Third 
Reich

Bergen, Ch. 3 
BB:  Hitler, on the Völkisch State from Mein Kampf (1924)
Reader:  Hitler on propaganda from Mein Kampf (1924), p. 107
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Reader: Speer, from Inside the Third Reich (1970), p. 73
Reader: Aicher-Scholl, “Johannes Steinhoff, Peter Pechel, & 
Dennis Showalter” (1989), p. 103
www:  “Biology for the Middle School” (1942) @ @ 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/textbk01.htm
www:  Schweichler, “Duties of the Cell and Block Leader” 
(1935) @ @ 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/blockleiter.htm
www:  Kremer, “New Meanings for ‘Inherited’ Customs?” (1937) @ 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/feier37.htm
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26 
September

Implement
ation of 
Nazi 
Racial 
Policies: 
Definitio
n & 
Identific
ation

Young, The Texture of Memory, Ch. 3
Reader: “Organization of the Anti-Jewish Boycott” (1933), p. 
114
Reader: Goebbels, from his diary (1937), p. 117
Reader:  “Nuremberg Laws” (1935), p. 121
Reader: “Law for the Protection of German Blood and German 
Honor” (1935), p. 122

Response Paper Due

28 
September

Persecuti
on

Bergen, Ch. 4
www:  Heydrich, “Kristallnacht Order” (1938) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/DocKNach
.htm
www:  M ller, “Order to the Gestapo Offices” (1938) @ü  
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/knacht1a.htm
www:  Hassel, “Kristallnacht” (1938) @ 
http://www.kdhs.org.uk/history/a/as_unit6/kris.htm
Reader:  Zelzer, from The Course and Fate of the Jews (1988), p. 127
www:  “Description of the Riot at Dinslaken” (1976) @ 
http://blackboard.vwc.edu/courses/1/Hist451/content/_57160_1/K
ristallnachtDinslaken.pdf
www:  “Police Report Referring to Kristallnacht in Bebra” 
(1938) @ 
http://blackboard.vwc.edu/courses/1/Hist451/content/_57161_1/K
ristallnachtBebra.pdf
www:  Fontheim, “A Personal Memoir of Kristallnacht” (1998) @ 
http://www.hagalil.com/deutschland/berlin/gemeinde/fontheim.ht
m
www:  Eyewitness accounts of Kristallnacht, posted by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center @ 
http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/pp.asp?c=gvKVLcMVIuG&b=394831
www:  Discussion following Kristallnacht (1938) @ 
http://blackboard.vwc.edu/courses/1/Hist451/content/_57162_1/R
eactionKristallnacht.pdf
BB:  Frau Frey, “We Did Love Our F hrer Really!” (1995)ü

3 October Race War Bergen, Ch. 5-6
Reader: Lucas, from World War Two through German Eyes (1987), p. 
136
www:  M ller, “People without Space” (1943) @ü  
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/textbk02.htm
www:  Hitler, Speech (1939) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/HITLER2.
htm

5 October Concentra
tion & 
The 
Ghettoes

Reader:  “Establishment of Judenr te” (1939), p. 147ä
Reader:  “Report by Uebelhoer on the Establishment of the 
Ghetto in Lodz” (1939), p. 148
Reader:  “Notes by a Jewish Observer” (1942), p. 151
Reader: Donat from Behind the Walls (1978)

10 
October

Deportati
on & the 
Beginning
s of 
Genocide

Bergen, Ch. 7
www: “Nazi Correspondence Regarding Gassing Vans” (1942-46) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/DocGasVn
.htm
www: “Testimonies of SS Men Regarding Gassing Vans” (1988) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/DocGasT.
htm
BB:  Himmler speech (1943)
BB:  Einsaztgruppen report from the Baltics (1941)
Reader:  “Wannsee Protokoll” (1942), p. 164

12 
October

The 
Perpetrat
ors

Browning, Ordinary Men Response Paper Due

17 
October

Concentra
tion 
Camps

Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle
www: Himmler, “On the ‘Question of Homosexuality’” (1937) @ 
http://www.holocaust-trc.org/himmler.htm

19 
October

The 
“Final 
Solution”

Bergen, Ch. 8 & Conclusion
www:  Sprechabend, “To Know the Jews is to Understand the 
Meaning of War!” (1944) @ 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/sprech44a.htm
Reader:  Rumkowski’s Address (1942), p. 150
Reader: Rubinstein from The Survivor in Us All (1983), p. 171
BB:  Gerstein on Extermination at Belzec (1945)
BB:  Wiernick on Extermination at Treblinka (1945)
Reader:  Orenstein, “The March” (1987), p. 177

24 
October

Other 
Perpetrat
ors

Gross, Neighbors
Reader: Gutman, “Polish Anti-Semitism between the Wars,” p. 37

Response Paper Due
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26 
October

Memory in 
Poland

Young, The Texture of Memory, Introduction to Part II; Ch 5-7

31 
October

Project Day

3 
November

Project Day

7 
November

Project Day

Wednesday
, 9 
November

Kristallnach
t
No Class

10 
November

No Class

14 
November

No Class Project Assessments 
Due @ 5:00

16 
November

The 
Victims

Bernstein, The Seamstress
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22 
November

Resistanc
e

www: “Stroop Report” (1946) @ 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/HITLER2.
htm
Reader:  “Call for Resistance” (1943), p. 153
Reader: “The Last Letter from Mordecai Anielewicz (1943), p. 
191
BB:  Cukierman report (1944)

23 
November

No Class – 
Thanksgivin
g Day 
Holiday 

28 
November

Holocaust 
in 
Fiction

Borowski, This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen Response Paper Due

30 
November

No Class

5 
December

Memory in 
Israel

Young, The Texture of Memory, Part III (Introduction, Ch. 8-10)

7 
December

Course 
Wrap-Up
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