
Winter 2008
German 2720: Survey of German Culture II

Children and Childhood in 19th- & 20th-Century German Culture

Tuesdays & Thursdays 11.45 – 1.10 in 028 Manoogian 

Instructor      Contact Info: Office Hours:
Professor Anne Rothe      (313) 577-6237 Tue. 1.15 – 3.15pm

     453 Manoogian Hall & by appointment
     rothe@wayne.edu

 

German 2720 satisfies the WSU General Education Foreign Culture (FC) requirement.

Course Description
This course is the second part in a course series. The first part, German 2710, focused 

on German culture form the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century and this course, German 
2720, examines German culture from Romanticism at the beginning of the 19th Century through 
Postmodernism at the Present. (Although recommended, participation in the first part is not a 
requirement for this class.)

We will examine German culture as it is collectively remembered through cultural 
artifacts, such as literature – including novels, short stories, novellas, plays, poems, comics, 
memoirs, autobiographies – art, and film. The analysis of German culture through such artifacts 
will be enhanced by integrating cultural developments with a survey of major political 
developments. In order to give such a broad-based course a focus, create connections between 
the different artifacts, and illuminate developments, it revolves around a specific theme: the 
images of children and childhood as they were constructed over the last two centuries.  

We will think about questions such as: How are images of children and childhood 
constructed and embodied in cultural artifacts and how do the changes in these images interact 
with larger cultural changes? What was every-day life like for children and youths in the 
German-speaking states of the 19th and 20th Century? How did Germany's tumultuous history 
– the rise of nationalism, the revolution of 1848, the foundation of the first German state in 1871, 
two world wars, the depression with its great poverty and civil war-like political conditions, the 
frequent changes in form of state – from monarchy through republic and dictatorship to the 
division into a socialist dictatorship and a capitalist democracy and finally a unified (capitalist, 
democratic) state – affect them? 

To give you as broad an overview of German cultural and political history and of the vast 
diversity of childhoods lived and images of children and childhood created in the 19th and 20th 
century, we will mostly read excerpts rather than complete texts. (I hope you will find them as 
fascinating as I do and maybe later get the book from the library and read it front to back!) This 
is nevertheless a reading-intensive class. You will need to read approximately 80 pages on 
average each week. You will also need to watch a number of films outside of class. Please think 
about whether your schedule allows the necessary time.

Materials:
The vast majority of readings are posted at the course blackboard site (under ‘course 
documents’) for download and print. In addition, you will need these books:
M. Fulbrook A Concise History of Germany. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990.
J. Spyri Heidi Unabridged Edition. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications. Dover Juvenile Classics, 
2000.
F. Wedekind Spring Awakening. London: Methuen Drama 1995.



D. Elger Expressionism. A Revolution in German Art, 1994 
 The books can be bought at Barnes & Noble and Marwil (and on the internet, of course, 

e.g. on amazon.com or half.com, where you can also buy used copies.)
Videos/DVDs (on reserve at Manoogian 385 (Foreign Language Technology Center) or the 

Undergraduate Library)

Lecture Notes for each class are available at the course blackboard site. Please print them out 
and bring them to class so you can add to them if necessary during the lecture presentation.

Grading:
attendance         10%
4 tests (22.5% each)          90 %
extra credit  max. 5 %

Requirements
Attendance & Participation 

In accordance with the Attendance Policy of the Department of German & Slavic 
Studies:
1) The first two unexcused absences will result in the student's final course grade being 
lowered by one-third point (e.g. from an A- to a B+); each additional unexcused absence will 
cause the final course grade to be lowered by the same amount.
2) An unexcused absence from an exam will result in a grade of zero.
3) I will check attendance at the beginning of class. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to 
sign in at the end of class. All requests to be excused from class must be written or sent via e-
mail. Without a formal request, your absence will be considered unexcused. 

For all excused absences you will lose the respective percentages in the “attendance & 
participation” category.

Tests
More frequent tests avoid the accumulation of an unwieldy amount of material before 

each test. Therefore there will be 4 tests in this class. However, in order not to use up 4 of our 
classes only for tests, the tests will be relatively brief (45 minutes). They will be at the 
beginning of the respective class. (So please be particularly punctual on those days as you 
will not be given extra time if you are late.) The tests are consecutive, i.e. material covered on 
previous tests will not be tested again. All tests will be taken on the computer using the 
class Blackboard site. You may take the tests on paper only in technical emergencies or for 
medical problems with typing. During the test you must under no circumstances open another 
window. Doing so will constitute an instance of cheating (regardless of whether the information 
was relevant for the test or not) for which you may get expelled from the university. All the tests 
will have the same format: 

Section 1: You need to answer 10 specific questions (plus 1 bonus question) on the 
main ideas and facts of the literary and historical texts you read, the films you watched in and 
outside of class, and the lectures. The answers to these questions require either a single word, 
year, names, a short phrase or a few short sentences. You do not have to answer these 
questions in a complete sentence. (example 1: When was the German Empire founded? 
answer: 1871; example 2: How does Rubinstein in R. Seligmann’s Rubinsteins Auction get the 
money? answer: Rubinstein sells his seat next to the new teacher.) This section ensures that 
you will read all our texts and view all our films with great attention to detail. 

Section 2: You need to answer two analytical questions on the historical and literary 
texts, the films and the lectures in about 4-8 (short) sentences per question. If you write more 



than 8 sentences they will not count toward your grade. (For example: According to your 
interpretation of R. Seeligmann’s Rubinsteins Auction what issues of being a Jewish Teenager 
in contemporary (West) Germany are expressed in Rubinstein’s final cry “Damned Germans”? 
Possible Answer: The cry shows Rubinstein’s identity ambivalence of being a Jew in post-
Holocaust (West) Germany. While he shares many of his classmate’s characteristics and ideas 
typical of an adolescent German, as a Jew he also feels at times different and estranged from 
them. However, he also seems to be (somewhat understandably) hypersensitive towards any 
criticism and may easily and groundlessly suspect Anti-Semitism in justified criticism of his 
behavior.) Please use the READING QUESTIONS posted on Blackboard for every text as a 
study guide to prepare for each class and in particular for tests. The test questions in section 2 
will be similar (but not identical) to those of the reading questions.  

If your answers in either of the sections are not clearly understandable or if in addition to 
correct answers you also give wrong answers for a question you will loose points. 

Extra Credit
At the beginning of most classes we will have a short review ‘game.’ I will pose a number 

(usually about 8-14) of short, factual questions – the REVIEW GAME QUESTIONS – about the 
lecture from the previous class and the readings assigned for the current class. Whoever thinks 
s/he knows the answer will click any key in the on-line chat room – to determine who was first – 
and the person to click first will then say the answer. (If the class is small enough, we will use 
the low-tech version of raising your hand instead.) If s/he is wrong, the second, third, etc. 
student gets a chance to answer. You may use all books and notes during the game but there 
will only be 1 minute per question to find the answer. So do read very carefully. The questions 
from this review game will constitute the pool from which I will select 10 (+1) questions 
for section 1 on the tests. If during the game no one knows the answer within the one-minute 
time limit per question, I will provide the correct answer. For each correct answer during the 
game you will receive 1 point, for every 10 points you will receive 1% extra credit toward 
your course grade. You are responsible to keep track of your points and to let me know your 
score at the end of the semester. Review Game Questions will be available on the class 
Blackboard site after each class, i.e. there is no need to copy the questions.

You will also receive extra credit for most German-related activities (see extra sheet for 
information posted on Blackboard), e.g. attending extra curricular lectures on German subjects 
or watching movies or documentaries on German subjects not required for this or your other 
classes. However, you can receive no more than 5 % extra credit in total, including review game 
questions and extra activities.

Note to Students with Disabilities
This is an accommodations-friendly class. If you require an accommodation based on the 
impact of a disability, and if you are registered with Wayne State's office for Educational 
Accessibility Services, please see me privately within the first week of class. For more 
information about EAS, visit http://www.eas.wayne.edu/.

Course Plan & Assignments
You are expected to read all texts and view all films listed for a particular class and 

think about them before that class.
                                    

All texts, except for M. Fulbrook’s Conceise History of Germany, J. Spyri’s Heidi, D. 
Elger’s Expressionism and F. Wedekind’s Spring’s Awakening are included in the COURSE 
PACK and posted on BLACKBOARD.

http://www.eas.wayne.edu/


date topics, readings and viewings before class viewings in class

Tue. 
1/8

Survey of German Political & Cultural History
Childhood as Discourse

Thr. 
1/10

The Early 19th Century: Romanticism as 
Counter-Movement to the Enlightenment 
I. Kant “What is Enlightenment”
M. Fulbrook, pp. 85-104
K. Friedrich “1800-1870: Cultural and 
Intellectual 
     Trends”

Tue. 
1/15

E. Sagara & P. Skrine “The Romantic Era” 
L.Tieck ”The Fair-Haired Eckbert”

P. Schamoni Caspar David Friedrich:  
The 
       Boundaries of Time (video)

Thr. 
1/17

J. & W. Grimm “Little Red Riding Hood,” 
“Hansel and 
    Gretel,” “Cinderella,” “Brother and Sister”

Biedermeier and Vomärz (Rolland 
Collection, on-line)

Tue. 
1/22

The Mid-19th Century: Vormärz,  
Gründerzeit and Biedermeier
M. Fulbrook, pp. 105-123                
M. Swales “The Development of German Prose 
      Fiction” pp. 172-180
                   

Carl Spitzweg (video/s)

Thr. 
1/24

The German Empire under Bismarck 1871-
1890: Poetic Realism 
M. Fulbrook, pp. 123-137
Th. Storm Immensee [Bees’ Lake]
J. Spyri Heidi     
                                                                         

Tue. 
1/29

 J. Spyri Heidi, cont.     

                                                                    TES
T 1
ROOM:

Thr. 
1/31

H. Hoffmann Slovenly Peter
W. Busch Max and Moritz

Tue. 
2/5

From Wilhelmine/Imperial Germany through 
World War I (1890-1918): Modernism
M. Fulbrook, pp. 137-154
M. Jeffries “Imperial Germany: Cultural and 
      Intellectual Trends” 
M. Swales “The Development of German Prose 
      Fiction” cont., pp. 180-192
Berlin in the Kaiser’s Days (video)  
     

The Shock of the New (excerpt, 
video)
excerpts from The Enlightened 
   Bourgeois (Rolland Collection, on-
line)

Thr. 
2/7

D. Elger Expressionism, pp. 7-78 
(Expressionism – a 
    Revolution in German Art; The Brücke 
Group of 

excerpts from Expressionism
    (Rolland Collection, on-line)
Die Brücke (Rolland Collection,  
    on-line)



    Artists: E. L. Kirchner, E. Heckel. K. 
Schmidt-
    Rottluff)

Ernst Barlach (video)

Tue. 
2/12

D. Elger Expressionism, pp. 103-125 (Northern 
     German Expressionism: E. Nolde, P. 
Modersohn-
     Becker)                                                          
  

Emil Nolde
Paula Modersohn-Becker
    (both: Rolland Collection, on-line)

Thr. 
2/14

D. Elger Expressionism, pp. 133-171 (The 
Blaue 
     Reiter: Wassily Kandinsky, Franz Marc, 
Alexej von 
     Jawlensky), and pp. 231-233 (L. Feininger) 
                                                                        

Franz Marc 
Wassily Kandinsky
    (both: Rolland Collection on- line)

Tue. 
2/19

D. Elger Expressionism, pp. 203-221 (The 
Subject of 
     the City: Max Beckmann, Otto Dix, George  
     Grosz), and pp. 235-243 (Expressionism in  
     Vienna: Oskar Kokoschka)
      
                                                                   
                                                                        

Oskar Kokoschka (Rolland  
     Collection, on-line)

Thr. 
2/21

Visit to the Detroit Institute of Arts: Guest 
Lecture by a Head Curator on and Visit of the 
DIA’s German Expressionist Collection 
  

Tue. 
2/26

                                                                        T
EST 2
ROOM:

“Heinrich Zille” (video)

Thr. 
2/28

Sagara/Skrine “The Theater of Wedekind”
F. Wedekind Spring Awakening                        

“Käthe Kollwitz” (Rolland  Collection, 
on-
     line)

Tue. 
3/4

The Weimar Republic 1918-1933: 
Modernism    
cont. 
M. Fulbrook, pp. 155-178 
L. Sagan Girls in Uniform [feature film]

Thr. 
3/6

 The Third Reich, World War II & the 
Holocaust (1933-1945): Beyond Nazi 
Aesthetics
Fulbrook, pp. 178-203
C. Henry; M. Hillel Of Pure Blood Lebensborn: 
The 
     Secret Nazi Plan to Create a Super Race 
(video)                           

Tue. Spring Break



3/11
Thr. 
3/13

Spring Break

Tue. 
3/18

W. van der Will “Culture and the Organization 
of 
    National Socialist Ideology” 1933 to 1945 
                                                   

excerpts from L. Riefenstahl Triumph 
of 
   the Will; and Olympia (video)

Thr. 
3/20

J. Keeley Life in the Hitler Youth  
                                                                       T
EST 3 
ROOM:  
              

Tue. 
3/25

W. Schumann Being Present: Growing up in 
Hitler's 
     Germany (excerpt)    

Thr. 
3/27

Ch. Wolf Patterns of Childhood (excerpt)  [= A 
Model 
     Childhood]

Tue. 
4/1

L. Altman The Holocaust, Hitler, and Nazi 
Germany
L. Davidowicz “The First Stage: Anti-Jewish 
    Legislation” 
Texts from the Third Reich: “Educational 
Principles 
    of the new Germany,” “The Jewish Question 
in 
    Education,” “Biology of  the Middle School,” 
    “People without Space”
Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the 
    Kindertransport (video)
                                          

Thr.
4/3

guest lecture by and interview with a Holocaust 
survivor

Tue.
4/8

The Post-War & Post-Holocaust Era in East 
and West Germany (1945-1989): 
Postmodernism
West Germany (= The Federal Republic of 
Germany)
M. Fulbrook, pp. 204-223, 228-233
The  History of the Federal Republic (Part 1-3) 
    (video)
                                                          

Thr.
4/10

E. Carter “Culture, History and National Identity 
in  
    the Two Germanies since 1945, pp. 432-



441, 
    447-end
M. L. Kaschnitz "Long Shadows", "Home 
Alone", 
      "The Fat Girl"
R. Seligmann Rubinstein’s Auction (excerpt)

Tue
4/15

East Germany (= The German Democratic 
Republic): Socialist Realism and Beyond
M. Fulbrook, pp. 223-228, 233-241
E. Carter “Culture, History and National Identity 
    in the Two Germanies since 1945,” pp.441-
    447
R. Kunze The Lovely Years (excerpt) 
                                                                         T
EST 4
Room:

selections from Why the GDR built  
the 
   Wall (video)

Thr.
4/17

The German Unification and After (1990-
present): Postmodernism cont.
M. Fulbrook, pp. 241-248        
J. Osmond “The End of the GDR: Revolution 
and 
     Voluntary Annexation”

excerpt from Ode to Joy and 
Freedom  
   (video)

Tue. 
4/22

study day, no class


