
History 331 / Polish 331 

Poland in the Modern World 
 

Professor Brian Porter-Szűcs (baporter@umich.edu)  

To see me during my office hours, go to http://porterszucs.pl, and click on “Contact and Appointments”  

   

 

If you want drama and tragedy, then you will certainly get plenty of that in this course. History 331 presents the story of 

Poland, a country that was restored to the map in 1918 after more than a century of foreign occupation, only to fall to a 

joint attack by Hitler and Stalin in 1939, endure five years at the very deepest circle of the Nazi hell, and then be 

“liberated” by a Soviet puppet government that ruled with an iron fist for four more decades. Through all this tribulation 

there were many attempts at liberation and reform, so this course will offer plenty of heroes. But if all you want is a story 

of good and evil, emancipation and oppression, then you will probably find History 331 disappointing. The real goal of 

the class will be to get beyond the familiar stories and come to an understanding of what it was like to actually live in 

Poland during the 20th century. We will focus on the ambiguities and uncertainties, the happiness that persisted in the face 

of difficult circumstances and the tragedies that invariably accompanied every victory. In a land that experienced rule by 

Nazism, Communism, and Capitalism, we will have a chance to see what all three systems really meant, not just as 

ideologies but as lived experiences. The readings for this class will consist mostly of primary sources that will present you 

with the actual voices of the people will be studying.  This will include memoirs, political documents, audio and video 

recordings, and more. There will also be a textbook that offers a broad overview of modern Polish history. 

 

This class has a somewhat unusual structure, so read the following very carefully.  

 

You probably don’t like taking exams or writing formal academic essays. Professors certainly don’t enjoy grading them. 

Studies have repeatedly demonstrated that high-stakes exams like midterms and finals do nothing to encourage learning, 

because students just cram in preparation and then forget everything in about two days. Other studies have shown that the 

grading on essays and research papers is inconsistent from one professor to another and is plagued by all sorts of 

unconscious biases. Finally, it’s well known that even the best of writers produce lousy work when they have to squeeze it 

into artificial formats like take-home writing projects, term papers, or (worst of all) high-pressure in-class essay exams. 

 

In this class we have none of that: no midterm, no final, and no rigidly structured writing assignments. Most of all, 

in this class we have no conventional grading. None of your work will be marked with an A, B, C, etc. Instead, 

clear standards for credit will be specified in advance for every activity and assignment. If you meet those 

standards, you will get credit; if you don’t, you won’t.  
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Nothing in this class is “mandatory” in the conventional sense of that word. Instead, lots of different activities offer 

the possibility of earning points. The more points you get, the higher your eventual grade will be, but you can decide 

which challenges you want to accept and how high you want to set your goals. You will be able to assemble points from 

up to: 

 

• 26 quizzes  

• 14 discussion sections 

• 13 blogs 

• 3 review essays 

 

Quizzes will be administered during every lecture and many discussion sections, and will usually consist of 3-6 questions. 

They will offer a quick snapshot of how well you are retaining the stuff we are trying to teach you, and they will verify 

whether you are keeping up with the reading assignments. You will need to purchase an I-Clicker, which are available at 

the Computer Showcase store in the Michigan Union. On the 331 Canvas site you’ll find a handout with tips on 

succeeding on the quizzes. Do not skip that—it is essential for those who want to do well in this class. If you get at least 

2/3 of the questions on a quiz right, you will earn one half point.  

 

You have to show up for the discussion sections, but that’s not enough to earn a point. First, you have to do the assigned 

reading carefully enough so that you understand the main arguments of each of the texts. The teaching assistants will 

often administer short quizzes to verify that you have done so (bring your clickers to section, too). Second, you have to 

demonstrate productive engagement with the conversation. This precludes two extremes: those who sit in the corner and 

say nothing, and those who dominate the conversation in a way that inhibits the participation of others. Different students 

have different levels of background and of self-confidence, and we will take this into account—in both directions! Those 

who know more about a particular topic, or are simply more loquacious, will be expected to productively move the 

conversation forward without grandstanding or showing off. Your teaching assistant will gladly talk with you about how 

you might use your extra background to help others participate instead of intimidating others into silence. From the 

opposite perspective, those who find it more difficult to speak up in class—regardless of the reason—can show 

engagement in alternative ways. Again, your teaching assistant will gladly meet with you personally to discuss any 

concerns you might have in this regard. We don’t expect introverts to suddenly become conversation leaders, but we do 

expect everyone to participate actively in the class. Those who do will receive one point for each section session. 

 

The discussion won’t end when your sections are over on Wednesday afternoon: instead, they will continue on the course 

blog. Every Thursday we will post a few conversation prompts under the “discussions” tab on the 331 Canvas site. 

Anyone who posts 500-750 words of commentary to the blog, meeting all the standards listed below, will receive 

one point. You can respond directly to our prompts, you can start your own conversation thread, or you can respond to 

something one of your fellow students wrote. On the 331 Canvas site there is a more detailed explanation of how to 

succeed on the blogs. If you want to get credit for your work, don’t skip that document! But here’s the short version:  

 

Engagement with the Assigned Readings: While you are encouraged to introduce material from other sources, you 

must deal with the assigned texts and show that you understand them. For historians, "evidence" consists mostly 

of textual examples, so to prove a point you must quote or summarize the required readings. The assigned 

readings include the posts written by your classmates. You will occasionally be the first to answer a particular 

prompt, and you might even launch you own separate discussion thread – obviously in those cases you won’t be 

responding to anyone else. But if you consistently avoid engaging with your classmates, you are at risk of being 

denied credit. 

Argument and Analysis: It is not enough to just summarize the readings or the lectures. To get credit for a blog post 

you must offer some sort of argument or claim, and provide support for your position. Even if you just want to 

agree with what someone else already posted, you need to offer something original – maybe some new evidence, 

or a different way of approaching the point.  

Style and Grammar: These are informal on-line commentaries, so a casual tone is perfectly fine. You can ignore 

most of what your high school writing teacher drilled into your head about how to compose a perfect academic 

essay. Your audience consists of your fellow classmates, so try to write in a way that will persuade, impress, and 

maybe even entertain them. But our casual approach does not mean that the fundamental rules of the English 

language have been suspended. If your syntax is so garbled that we can’t understand what you are trying to say, if 

you forget to put a verb in a sentence, if your proofreading is so bad that your computer will crash trying to 

underline all the spelling mistakes – these are the sorts of things that could cause you to lose credit.  



Punctuality: Your post must appear no later than the start of class on Monday. You will not receive credit if you post 

something for a previous week, after that discussion has closed. 

Courtesy: Debates are encouraged, but you must express disagreement in a polite, respectful, and professional 

manner. 

Length: You must post approximately 500-750 words per week. More words rarely lead to a better post. Being 

concise is an important feature of good writing. Sometimes you may wish to contribute to an ongoing debate on 

the forum, dividing up your writing into multiple short posts. That's great, but all the specifications mentioned 

here must be met.  

 

Finally, you can take a shot at the most challenging assignment: the review essay. You may submit up to three of these. 

You will earn two points each if you meet the standards, but those standards are higher. On the 331 Canvas site you will 

find a bibliography of optional readings listed for most of the topics we will be examining in this class. Read one of these 

books and post to the blog a commentary of 1000-1500 words. There are lots of titles in the bibliography, in both English 

and Polish, so you are sure to find something that interests you. Your essay must be timely, so it must meet the same 

deadline for the required material listed for that same week. This means that you’ll need to plan ahead. One of the most 

important aspects of this assignment is proving in your post that you have, in fact, read and thoughtfully considered the 

arguments of the optional book. Don’t try to fake it – we’ve seen all the tricks and probably tried to get away with most of 

them ourselves. In composing your essay, imagine that you are writing to your fellow classmates (because that’s precisely 

what you are doing – it’s going to be posted on the blog). You need to accomplish two goals: summarize very briefly 

what the author of the book was trying to argue, and offer your own opinion of that argument based on everything 

else you’ve learned in our class. We strongly recommend that you consult with either your teaching assistant or 

Professor Porter-Szűcs before trying this, because we can offer you useful advice on how to do it well.  

 

If a written assignment fails to receive credit, you can revise and resubmit it. The rewritten version must be turned in no 

later than one week past the date the original score was entered. You may revise no more than three assignments over the 

course of the semester, and each assignment can only be resubmitted once.   

 

At the end of the semester, all this will be tabulated and converted to a grade. The maximum credits available are:  

 

• 26 quizzes: 13 points 

• 14 discussion sections: 14 points 

• 13 blogs: 13 points 

• 3 review essays: 6 points 

• TOTAL: 47 points 

 

No one can or should even try to get credit for every quiz, blog, and discussion section. For example, there will be times 

when you can’t make it to class, for whatever reason. We don’t make a distinction between excused and unexcused 

absences, because we trust your judgment in deciding when and whether to come. It should not be up to us to decide 

whether a particular circumstance justifies an absence or not, and you shouldn’t be compelled to reveal to us whatever 

aspect of your private life might keep you from class. So grades will be calculated according to the following chart: 

 

43-46:  A+ 

41-42:   A 

39-40:   A- 

37-38:   B+ 

35-36:   B 

33-34:   B- 

31-32:   C+ 

29-30:   C 

27-28:   C- 

20-26:   D 

 

Note how the math works here. If you pass every quiz, get credit for every blog, and participate effectively in every 

discussion section, you’ll have 41 points, and you’ll get an A-. Those who want an A will have to submit at least one 

review essay. Those who miss some quizzes, discussion sections, or blog posts can also use the review essays to make up 

for that. There are many paths to an A, and even more paths to a B.  



 

 

 

 

 



Required Textbook: Brian Porter-Szűcs, Poland in the Modern World: Beyond Martyrdom (Wiley, 2014). 

 

Coursepack Contents 

• The Polish Socialist Party Program of 1908, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs  

• Quotations from the National Democratic Movement, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• The National Party Program of 1903, translated by Wojciech Owczarek 

• Rosa Luxemburg, “The Polish Question,” Sprawa Robotnicza 25 (July 1896), translated by Jurgen Hentze 

(https://www.marxists.org/archive/luxemburg/1896/07/polish-question.htm) 

• The Polish Peasant’s Party Program of 1903, translated by Wojciech Owczarek 

• Documents from November 1918, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs  

• Proclamation of the Regency Council to the Polish Nation, October 7, 1918 

• Proclamation by the Provisional Government in Lublin 

• Joint Petition by Polish Conservative Parties 

• Proclamation of the Regency Council to the Polish Nation, November 11, 1918 

• Piłsudski’s Proclamation of November 12, 1918 

• Decree of Commander-in-Chief Józef Piłsudski, November 14, 1918 

• Proclamation of the Social Democratic Party of the Polish Kingdom and Lithuania, November 11, 1918 

• Pastoral Letter from Archbishop Aleksander Kakowski to the clergy of Warsaw, November 12, 1918 

• “The Constitution of 1921,” in For Your Freedom and Ours, ed by Manfred Kridl, Władysław Malinowski, and 

Józef Wittlin, translated by Ludwik Krzyżanowski (New York: Fredrick Ungar, 1943), 222-225. 

• Documents related to the Coup of 1926 & the Sanacja, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• President Stanisław Wojciechowski, “Proclamation to the Army of May 12, 1926,” in Dokumenty chwili 

(Warsaw, 1926), 1:6. 

• Józef Piłsudski, “Order of the Day for May 22, 1926,” in Pisma zbiorowe, (Warsaw: Instytut Józefa Piłsudski, 

1937), 9:10-11. 

• Józef Piłsudski, “Speech to the Representatives of the Political Parties, May 29, 1926,” in Pisma zbiorowe, 

(Warsaw: Instytut Józefa Piłsudski, 1937), 9:30-33. 

• Adam Skwarczyński, “What the Struggle was About,” Droga 6 (1930). 

• Ignacy Daszyński, On the First Anniversary of the May Coup (Warsaw: Księgarnia Robotnicza, 1927), 63-70. 

• Roman Dmowski, “The May Coup,” in Pisma (Częstochowa: Antoni Gmachowski, 1938), 8: 422-426. 

• Roman Dmowski, “Democracy as an Element in the Political Evolution of Today’s Poland,” in Pisma 

(Częstochowa: Antoni Gmachowski, 1938), 8: 434-437. 

• Walery Sławek, “Declaration in the Brześć Affair in the Sejm on January 26, 1931,” in Sprawa brzeska, 

1930-1932 (Katowice: 1932), 25-28. 

• Zygmunt Graliński, “Defense Speech at the Trial of the Brześć Prisoners,” in Sprawa Brzeska, 1930-1932 

(Katowice: 1932), 295-296. 

• “Resolution of the Convention of the People’s Rights and Freedoms,” in For Your Freedom and Ours, ed by 

Manfred Kridl, Władysław Malinowski, and Józef Wittlin, translated by Ludwik Krzyżanowski (New York: 

Fredrick Ungar, 1943), 247-249. 

• Statistics on Interwar Poland, with data from Historia chłopów polskich, ed. by Stefan Inglot (Wrocław: 

Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego, 1992); and Historia Polski w liczbach, ed. by Andrzej Jezierski and 

Andrzej Wyczański (Warsaw: Główny Urząd Statystyczny, 2003).  

• August Cardinal Hlond, “Pastoral Letter on Catholic Moral Principles,” in Na straży sumienia narodu: Wybór 

pism I przemówień, ed by A. Słomka (Warsaw: Ad Astra, 1999), 164-165, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs. 

• Father Józef Janiszewski, “What is the Fatherland: A Conversation between a Mother and a Child” (Mikołów, 

1924), translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs. 

• Leon Wasilewski, The Question of the Borderlands and the National Minorities in Poland (Warsaw: 

Towarzystwo Uniwersytetu Robotniczego, 1925), translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Maciej Pszczółkowski, Poland for the Poles or Poland for all Polish Citizens? The Question of National 

Minorities in Poland (Warsaw: Nowe Życie, 1924), translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Debate on Ukrainians in Interwar Poland 

• Basil Paneyko, “Galicia and the Polish-Ukrainian Problem,” The Slavonic and East European Review 9:27 

(March 1931): 567-587. 



• Stanisław Srokowski, “The Ukrainian Problem in Poland: A Polish View,” The Slavonic and East European 

Review 9:27 (March 1931): 588-597. 

• Stanisław Loś, “The Ukrainian Question in Poland,” The Slavonic and East European Review 10:28 (June, 

1931): 116-125.   

• “Manifesto of Freedom, November 7, 1939” in For Your Freedom and Ours, ed by Manfred Kridl, Władysław 

Malinowski, and Józef Wittlin, translated by Ludwik Krzyżanowski (New York: Fredrick Ungar, 1943), 330-333. 

• “Declaration of Principles of the Polish Government in London,” in For Your Freedom and Ours, ed by Manfred 

Kridl, Władysław Malinowski, and Józef Wittlin, translated by Ludwik Krzyżanowski (New York: Fredrick 

Ungar, 1943), 302-303. 

• “Hitler’s orders for Governor General Hans Frank,” in Trial of the Major War Criminals before the International 

Military Tribunal (Nuremburg, 1947), 8: 224-226. 

• Polish Government-in-Exile, “The Status of the Jews in Free Poland (1941),” in For Your Freedom and Ours, ed 

by Manfred Kridl, Władysław Malinowski, and Józef Wittlin, translated by Ludwik Krzyżanowski (New York: 

Fredrick Ungar, 1943), 304-306. 

• Film, "The Warsaw Ghetto" 

• Debate on Collective Responsibility, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Jacek Żakowski, “Every Neighbor has a Name,” Gazeta Wyborcza (November 18-19, 2000). 

• Dawid Warszawski, “Responsibility and the Lack of Responsibility,” Gazeta Wyborcza (December 9-10, 

2000). 

• Debate over the Memory of the Warsaw Uprising, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Speech given by Lech Kaczyński at the opening of the Warsaw Uprising Museum (July 31, 2004). 

• Rafał Boguszewski, “Powstanie Warszawskie w ocenie społecznej,” Komunikat z Badań CBOS 110 (July, 

2014). 

• Archbishop Henryk Hoser, “The Warsaw Uprising is one of the Most Important Lessons in Patriotism,” 

Interview with the Catholic Information Agency, July, 2015. 

• Tomasz Lis, “What is Patriotism Today” Newsweek Polska (August 4, 2014). 

• Janusz Sanocki, “Let’s Put an End to National Martyrology and the Mythologizing of Disasters,” Niezależna 

Gazeta Obywatelska (October 9, 2012). 

• “It could soon be a crime to blame Poland for Nazi atrocities, and Israel is appalled,” The Chicago Tribune 

(January 28, 2018). 

• Ideological Programs at the end of WWII, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• “What Are We Fighting For? Declaration of the Polish Worker’s Party” (March 1, 1944). 

• “What is the Polish Nation Fighting For? Declaration of the Council of National Unity” (March 15, 1944). 

• “On the Path towards a Great Poland: Declaration of the National Armed Forces” (1943) 

• Documents on the Start of the Cold War, in From Stalinism to Pluralism: A Documentary History of Eastern 

Europe since 1945, ed. by Gale Stokes (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 12-48. 

• The Report of the Crimea Conference (Yalta)  

• Charles E. Bohlen, “The Yalta Negotiations”  

• Charles E. Bohlen, “Poland at the Teheran Conference” 

• Winston Churchill, “The Percentages Agreement” 

• Harry S. Truman, “The Truman Doctrine” 

• Andrei Zhdanov, “The Two-Camp Policy” 

• Jakub Berman, “The Case for Stalinism,” in From Stalinism to Pluralism: A Documentary History of Eastern 

Europe since 1945, ed. by Gale Stokes (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 44-50. 

• “Report on Young Women Workers in Poland, 1952,” translated by Małgorzata Fidelis. 

• Kate Lebow, "Nowa Huta: Poland’s Unfinished Utopia," IWMPost 112 (May-September 2013): 8-9. 

• Nikita Khrushchev, "The Secret Speech" in A Documentary History of Communism, edited by Robert V. Daniels 

(New York: Vintage Press, 1962): 224-231. 

• Cyrenkiewicz’s Radio Speech of June, 1956, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Gomułka's October speech, 1956, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Editorial in Trybuna Ludu, 1956, from Modern History Sourcebook 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1956trybuna1.html)  



• “Letter of the Polish Bishops Inviting the German Prelates to the Millennium Festivities in Poland,” in Poland 

since 1956: Readings and Essays on Polish Government and Politics, edited by Tadeusz N. Cieplak (Twayne 

Publishers, 1972), 150-168. 

• Józef Cyrankiewicz, “Reply to the Polish Bishops,” in Poland since 1956: Readings and Essays on Polish 

Government and Politics, edited by Tadeusz N. Cieplak (Twayne Publishers, 1972), 169-182. 

• The Two Faces of Communism (Houston: Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, 1961). 

• Economic Statistics about the Communist Era 

• “KOR's Appeal to Society,” in Eastern Europe: Transformation and Revolution, 1945-1991, ed by Lyman H. 

Legters (Lexington, Massachusetts: D. C. Heath and Company, 1992), 248-253 

• “The Pledge of Jasna Gora,” translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Stefan Wyszyoski, "Naród—Kościół—Paostwo," in Kazania Świętokrzyskie: U podstaw ładu życia 

• i współżycia  (Rome: Rycerze Niepokalane, 1976), 42-63, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs.  

• “John Paul II, Sermon from 1979,” in From Stalinism to Pluralism: A Documentary History of Eastern Europe 

since 1945, ed. by Gale Stokes (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 201-203. 

• “Solidarity’s Twenty-One Demands,” in Eastern Europe: Transformation and Revolution, 1945-1991, ed by 

Lyman H. Legters (Lexington, Massachusetts: D. C. Heath and Company, 1992), 253-254. 

• “The Gdańsk Agreement,” in Eastern Europe: Transformation and Revolution, 1945-1991, ed by Lyman H. 

Legters (Lexington, Massachusetts: D. C. Heath and Company, 1992), 255-261.  

• “The Solidarity Program,” in Eastern Europe: Transformation and Revolution, 1945-1991, ed by Lyman H. 

Legters (Lexington, Massachusetts: D. C. Heath and Company, 1992), 268-289.  

• Wojciech Jaruzelski, “Declaration of Martial Law,” in From Stalinism to Pluralism: A Documentary History of 

Eastern Europe since 1945, ed. by Gale Stokes (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 214-215. 

• The Church and Martial Law, edited and translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs.  

• Prayer for the Fatherland. 

• Excerpt from a letter from the Episcopate to the Parish Clergy of Poland, 1981. 

• Anonymous sermon from 1982. 

• Sermon given by Pope John Paul II in Warsaw in 1987.  

• Round Table Documents, edited and translated by Wojciech Owczarek and Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Report from the Committee for Political Affairs  

• Report from the Working Group on the Economy and Social Affairs 

• Statistics on Politics and Society in the III Republic 

• Leszek Balcerowicz and Piotr Graff, “Democracy is no Substitute for Capitalism,” East European Economics 

32:2 (March-April 1994): 39-49. 

• David Ost, “The Weakness of Symbolic Strength,” in Workers after Workers’ States: Labor and Politics in 

Postcommunist Eastern Europe, edited by Stephen Crowley and David Ost (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2001): 79-96. 

• Law and Justice Party Program, 2014, translated by Brian Porter-Szűcs 

• Ireneusz Doman Domański, In Defense of Democracy (Komitet Obrony Demokracji, 2016), translated by Brian 

Porter-Szűcs. 

• Eroding Checks and Balances: Rule of Law and Human Rights under Attack in Poland (Human Right’s Watch, 

2017). 

• Annabelle Chapman, Pluralism Under Attack: The Assault on Press Freedom in Poland (Freedom House, 2017). 

 

  



Schedule of Lectures and Readings 

 

All videos are available for viewing on the History 331 Canvas website. The textbook can be purchased from any local or 

on-line bookstore. The remaining readings are available in the coursepack. 

 

DATE TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS  

1/3 
Lecture: Modernity comes to Northeastern 

Europe 
• Beyond Martyrdom, 1-65. 

1/3 Discussion: Introduction  

• Video: How to Succeed in 331 

• How to Write an Effective Blog Post  

• How to Study for Clicker Quizzes  

• How to Read a Historical Text  

1/8 
Lecture: The Civic State or the Nation State? 

(part one) 
• Beyond Martyrdom, 65-89. 

1/10 
Lecture: The Civic State or the Nation State? 

(part two) 
 

1/10 Discussion: How to Build a Country 

• The PPS Program of 1908 

• Quotations from the National Democratic 

Movement 

• The National Party Program of 1903 

• Rosa Luxemburg, “The Polish Questions” 

• The PSL Program of 1903 

• Documents from November 1918  

• The Constitution of 1921 

1/17 
Lecture: Piłsudski and the Dream of Anti-

Politics 
• Beyond Martyrdom, 90-104 

1/17 Discussion: Piłsudski and the Sanacja 
• Documents related to the Coup of 1926 & the 

Sanacja  

1/22 Lecture: Hyperinflation and Depression • Beyond Martyrdom, 105-125 

1/24 Lecture: Multiculturalism in Poland  • Beyond Martyrdom, 126-143 

http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/09%20Documents%20from%201926/09%20Documents%20from%201926.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/09%20Documents%20from%201926/09%20Documents%20from%201926.html


DATE TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS  

1/24 
Discussion: Multiculturalism in Poland 

 

• Statistics on Interwar Poland  

• August Cardinal Hlond, “Pastoral Letter”  

• Janiszewski, "Poems"  

• Wasilewski, “The Borderlands Question”  

• Pszczółkowski, “Poland for the Poles”  

• Ukrainians in Interwar Poland   

• Video: Jewish Life in Poland 

1/29 Lecture: WWII (part one) • Beyond Martyrdom, 144-174. 

1/31 Lecture: WWII (part two)  

1/31 Discussion: WWII 

• “Manifesto of Freedom” 

• Government in Exile, “Declaration of Principles” 

• Frank’s Orders  

• Government in Exile, “Declaration on the 

Holocaust” 

• Film, "The Warsaw Ghetto" 

• Żakowski-Warszawski Debate  

• Video: “There is a City” 

• Video: Sabaton, "Uprising" 

• Press Debate on the Warsaw Uprising  

2/5 Lecture: WWII (part three) • Beyond Martyrdom, 174-180. 

2/7 Lecture: Takeover or Revolution? • Beyond Martyrdom, 186-208. 

2/7 Discussion: Takeover or Revolution? 

• Ideological Programs from the PPR, the AK, and 

the NSZ  

• Documents on the Start of the Cold War   

• Berman, "The Case for Stalinism"   

2/12 Lecture: Stalinism (part one) • Beyond Martyrdom, 208-223. 

2/14 Lecture: Stalinism (part two)  

http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/10%20Statistics,%20II%20Republic/10%20Statistics,%20II%20Republic.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/12%20Hlond/12%20Hlond.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/13%20Janiszewski/13%20Janiszewski.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/14%20Wasilewski/14%20Wasilewski.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/15%20Pszczolkowski/15%20Pszczolkowski.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/16%20Ukrainians%20in%20the%20II%20Republic/16%20Ukrainians%20in%20the%20II%20Republic.html
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/ulec/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/iacp/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/uuob/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/uuob/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/kmzf/


DATE TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS  

2/14 Discussion: Stalinism 

• Documents on Women During the Stalinist Era  

• Lebow, "Nowa Huta"  

• Film Clips: 

o Nowa Huta 

o How to Spot a Communist 

o The Red Nightmare 

2/19 Lecture: National Communism (part two) • Beyond Martyrdom, 231-252. 

2/21 Lecture: National Communism (part two)  

2/21 Discussion: National Communism 

• Khrushchev, "The Secret Speech"  

• Cyrenkiewicz’s Radio Speech of June, 1956 

(Text )  

• Gomułka's October speech, 1956 (Text ) 

• Editorial in Trybuna Ludu, 1956  

• Kronika Filmowa, 1966 

• The Bishops’ Letter of 1966  

3/5 Lecture: Daily Life in the PRL (part one) • Beyond Martyrdom, 258-281. 

3/7 Lecture: Daily Life in the PRL (part two)  

3/7 Discussion: Daily Life in the PRL 

• Film: I Don't Like Mondays 

• The Two Faces of Communism 

• Wendy’s Commercial: Soviet Fashion Show 

3/12 Lecture: Cracks in the System  • Beyond Martyrdom, 285-296. 

3/14 Lecture: Dissent  

3/14 Discussion: Cracks in the System 

• Economic Statistics about the Communist Era 

• KOR's Appeal to Society  

• The Pledge of Jasna Gora  

• Sermon by Primate Stefan Wyszyński, 1976 

• John Paul II, Sermon from 1979  

3/19 Lecture: Catholicism and Communism • Beyond Martyrdom, 295-306. 

3/21 Lecture: Solidarity  

http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/27%20Stalinist%20Women/27%20Stalinist%20Women.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/28%20Lebow,%20Nowa%20Huta/28%20Lebow,%20Nowa%20Huta.html
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/iceh/
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/34%20Cyrankiewicz%20Speech%201956/34%20Cyrankiewicz%20Speech%201956.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/35%20Gomulka%20Speech%201956/35%20Gomulka%20Speech%201956.html
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/wtmi/
http://online.fliphtml5.com/jvbt/khud/
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/41%20KOR/41%20KOR.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/42%20Pledge%20of%20Jasna%20Gora/42%20Pledge%20of%20Jasna%20Gora.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/43%20Wyszynski%201976/43%20Wyszynski%201976.html


DATE TOPIC REQUIRED READINGS  

3/21 Discussion: Solidarity and Martial Law 

• The Twenty-One Demands  

• The Gdańsk Agreement  

• The Solidarity Program  

• Declaration of Martial Law (Text )  

• The Church and Martial Law  

3/26 Lecture: Martial Law • Beyond Martyrdom, 306-322. 

3/28 Lecture: 1989 and the Fall of Communism • Beyond Martyrdom, 327-344 

3/28 Discussion: The Round Table  • Round Table Documents 

4/2 Lecture: Shock Therapy • Beyond Martyrdom, 348-366.  

4/4 Lecture: The III Republic  

4/4 Discussion: Shock Therapy and its aftermath 

• Politics and Society in the III Republic 

• Balcerowicz, “Democracy is no Substitute for 

Capitalism”  

• Ost, “Weakness of Symbolic Strength”  

4/9 
Lecture: PiS and the Return of National 

Communism (one) 
• Beyond Martyrdom, revised and updated version of 

chapter 13 

4/11 
Lecture: PiS and the Return of National 

Communism (two) 
 

4/11 
Discussion: PiS and the Return of National 

Communism  

• Law and Justice Party Documents  

• Committee for the Defense of Democracy 

Documents  

• Human Rights Watch Report on Poland, 2017 

• Freedom House Report on Poland, 2017 

4/16 Lecture: Poles of the 21st Century  

 ______________________________ 

http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/45%20Solidary%2021%20Demands/45%20Solidary%2021%20Demands.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/46%20Gdansk%20Accords/46%20Gdansk%20Accords.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/47%20Solidarity%20Program/47%20Solidarity%20Program.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/48%20Jaruzelski%201981/48%20Jaruzelski%201981.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/49%20Church%20and%20Martial%20Law/49%20Church%20and%20Martial%20Law.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/50%20Round%20Table%20at%20UM/50%20Round%20Table%20at%20UM.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/51%20Balcerowicz/51%20Balcerowicz.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/51%20Balcerowicz/51%20Balcerowicz.html
http://history.lsa.umich.edu/331/Canvas%20Documents/ebooks/52%20Ost/52%20Ost.html

