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NATIONALISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
Professor Patrice LeClerc 

PK 206 

229-5120 

pleclerc@stlawu.edu 

 

This course examines nationalism on the North American Continent, using 
theoretical perspectives and case studies.  We will discuss questions of: What is 
a Nation?  What is a People?  What is a Society?  How have perspectives 
changed over time?   Can there be nations within nations?  What is a 
“submerged nation”?  What influences do history, language, political structures, 
and claims for group rights have on nations?  Are nations still possible and do 
they still serve a purpose?   What impact does gender have on the interpretation 
of nation?  Can there be nations without geographical borders?  Can there be 
nations in a globalizing world?  How is it possible that at the same time of 
globalizing structures and institutions that many more nations, and claims for 
nations, are happening? 

 

To achieve this, we will start with theoretical debates and questions, and then 
move on to four case studies:  the Loyalists in Canada, the Civil Rights 
Movement in the United States during the 1960s and 1970s, the Sovereignty 
movement in Quebec in the 1970s to the current day, and the present claims of 
Aboriginal peoples in Canada, Quebec and the United States.  We will end with 
readdressing the theoretical issues above, particularly examining issues of 
globalization and gender.  
 

Students will read extensively, write response papers, discuss matters in class, 
present materials both individually and in groups.  You will also write a major 
term paper, which will be presented in steps, and make a class presentation on 
the subject of the paper.  There will also be two field trips: one to Ottawa during 
“Winterlude” in February, where we will visit the Museum of Civilization and 
skate on the Canal, and in April to Montreal for an overnight and visits to 
museums and conversations with Quebec sovereigntists.  
 

Integration of concepts will be required, as will extensive classroom participation.    
It will be essential that you are willing to try on a number of points of view as we 
move through the materials.   
 

This course is cross listed with Gender Studies, Global Studies, U.S. Studies, and 
Canadian studies.  
 

 

 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 
 

mailto:pleclerc@stlawu.edu


2 

 

There are several texts, as well as a course reader.  In addition, students will be 
expected to read and report on additional works from a list presented. 
 

TO BUY: 

 

Knowles, Norman.  1997.  Inventing the Loyalists:  The Ontario Loyalist Tradition 
and the Creation of Usable Pasts.  Toronto:  University of Toronto Press.  
 

Cleaver, Edlridge.  1968.  Soul on Ice.  New York:  Random House. 
 

Davis, Angela.  1974.  An Autobiography.  New York:  International Publishers. 
 

Alfred, Gerald.  1995.  Heeding the Voices of our Ancestors:  Kahnawake 
Mohawk Politics and the Rise of Native Nationaism.  New York: Oxford University 
Press.  
 

Angus, Patricia Monture.  1995.  Thunder in my Soul:  A Mohawk Woman 
Speaks.  Halifax:  Fernwood Publishing.  
 

Castells, Manuel.  1997.  The Power of Identity.  Oxford:  Blackwell Publishers.   
 

Coursepak:  On the T Drive  
 

Additional readings:  listed later in this syllabus, on reserve at ODY 

 

GRADING AND EVALUATION (further details attached) 
 

*Three short “response” papers: 10 % each 

This is your thinking about the readings.  Everyone writes the one on the 
theoretical materials, and then you will choose two of the case studies to write 
about—you may not choose the one which your group will present. 
They are due: Feb. 1, Feb. 22, Mar. 13, Apr. 3 and Apr. 17. 
 

*Class presentation and projects:  15 % 

This is separate from you general participation grade, and consists of your 
presentation of additional readings.  In groups, you will present to the class one 
of the case study readings.  
 

*Class participation:  15 % 

This is based on your informed participation in class discussions, your 
demonstration of knowledge and integration of materials, your questions, and 
your contributions that advance the discussion.  
 

*Term paper:  35 % 

This is your major term’s project.  It will be presented in stages, all of which will 
contribute to the mark, as follows: 

 Topic proposal:  Feb. 6 
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 Initial literature review and paper outline:  15%:  Feb. 22 

 Introduction:  15%:  Mar. 15 

 First draft:  30%:  Apr. 12 

 Final assignment:  40%:  Apr. 24 

 

*Presentation of your project:  10% 

 Days to be assigned 

 

POLICIES 
 

 *Assignments are due on the dates specified in the syllabus.  Generally, late 
work is not accepted.  I am very understanding about major issues, but have 
little sympathy for minor glitches in computers, printers, or life events.  The 
dreaded virus excuse, the printer malfunction, or the roommate quarrel are not 
included in the major issues category.  If you do not turn in an assignment, or 
miss class on the date of a presentation, you get a 0.  If you do manage to 
convince me that you may have an extension, I will deduct .5 from the grade of 
the material for each 24 hours late—including weekends.  This must be 
negotiated PRIOR to the due date of the assignment, and I will expect to see 
evidence of your work so far.  If you have a legitimate illness or family crisis, you 
should consult the Dean of Student Life, who will inform me of the matter.  
 

*Attendance is expected.  Much of your grade is based on participation, and you 
cannot do so if not in class.  You are expected to come to class with the readings 
done and prepared to discuss them.  If you miss class, you are still responsible 
for the materials and assignments.  If you miss more than TWO classes, your 
participation grade will be reduced by .25 for each additional miss.  No, I do not 
give makeup assignments.   
 

*Academic honesty is essential.  You must submit original work which is not 
submitted for another class.  You must not quote the work of others without 
proper citation.  Purchasing papers off the internet is usually discovered by your 
professor.  Please review the Student Handbook for full details.  
 

*Miscellaneous hints.  I am always available during my office hours (if not, I will 
tell you ahead of time or post a note).  I am reachable by phone or e-mail.  If 
you make an appointment with me, I expect you to attend.  If you phone me, 
please leave your name and phone #--the Larry is out of date the 2nd week of 
class, and “please call Sara” gives me no idea who needs me.   Please do NOT 
call me at home.  Generally, I will not read drafts of papers except those as 
assigned.  If you have a special needs situation, I will need to know this the first 
week of class.  
 

 

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
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Jan. 23  WHERE ARE WE GOING AND HOW WILL WE GET THERE? 

 

  Discussion:  Questions from syllabus introduction:  What do we 
think about nations and nationalism now?  What frameworks and theoretical 
positions do we hold?  How do we expect them to be challenged? 

  Video:  Blood and Belonging 

 

Jan. 25, 30 THEORETICAL ISSUES 

 

  Discussion:  What have major writers had to say about 
nationalism?  How do they define the important terms?  How do they view 
ethnic, cultural and territorial issues?  What are the major questions they raise?  
What variables do they use to discuss the issues?  How do they agree or 
disagree? 

  Readings:  (all in coursepak)   
  *Ignatieff:  Introduction 

  *McCrone:  Chapter 1 

  *Ware:  Nations and Social Complexity 

  *Anderson:  2 readings 

  *Gellner:  Introduction 

  *Hall:  Nationalisms, Classified and Explained 

 

Feb. 1, 6 MORE THEORETICAL ISSUES 

 

  Discussion:  Now that we have some ideas about the important 
variables in consideration of nationalism, what more difficult issues and 
explanations need we take into account?  Is nationalism “good” or “bad”?  What 
about the ethnic/civic interpretations?  What are the various ways that state and 
nation differ?  What does that mean for people?  A people?  How does this 
impact identity definitions for individuals and groups? 

  

 Readings:  (all in coursepak) 

  *Seymour et al.:  Questioning the ethnic/civic 

  *McCrone:  Chapters 5 and 9 

  *LeClerc, Nationalism theory chapter 

  Due:  Response paper #1: Everyone: Feb. 1 

   Initial topic proposal:  Feb. 6 

 

Feb. 8, 13, 15  LOYALISTS 

 

Discussion:  How do various interpretations of history affect how we 
view nation and nationalisms?  Is it possible to be a traitor in one nation and a 
hero in another?  Can one change one’s “nation”?  If so, what are the 
implications for individuals and groups?  Do women and men make decisions 
differently and do these decisions have differential consequences?  How is a 
“new” nation built?  Who is included and who excluded? 
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 Readings: 

  *Knowles:  Inventing the Loyalists 

 Reports on: 

  *Fowler:  Embroidered Tent 

  *Huey:  Molly Brant 

  *Norton:  Liberty’s Daughters 

  *Pencak:  Authority and Resistance 

  *Phillips:  Cousin’s Wars 

  *Potter-MacKinnon: While the women only wept 

    

Feb. 20 LOYALISTS IN PERSPECTIVE 

 

 Discussion:  Now that we have examined our first case, how does this fit 
in with our earlier discussions and with the authors we have read?  What is or is 
not exemplified by the Loyalists?  What questions remain?  How would we 
propose to answer them?  Were  the Loyalists Nationalists?  And to what/which 
nation(s)? 

 

 Readings: (RE-readings) 

  *Knowles, Introduction and conclusion 

  *McCrone: Chapter 5 

  *Hall:  Nationalisms Classified…. 
 

Feb. 22, 27, Mar. 1, 6 CIVIL RIGHT MOVEMENT IN THE US 

  
 Discussion:   Is this an example of a “submerged nation”?  Can people 
make a choice to join a nation?  How do nations challenge a state?  What claims 
were made by African-Americans to the U.S. state?  How were challenges 
received?  What successes and problems were experienced?  How does 
“national” culture receive and respond to such challenges?  What happens to 
people and groups on the variety of “sides” of the debates?  How does change 
take place or not take place?  What are the major issues in inclusion or exclusion 
based on culture and ethnicity?   Does this vary by gender?  Of what importance 
is geography to nationalism claims? 

 

 Readings: 

  *Cleaver:  Soul on Ice 

  *Davis:  An Autobiography 

  *Seymour et al:  Questioning the ethnic (in coursepak) 

  *Earl:  Identities in North America (in coursepak) 

 Reports on: 

  *Farrakhan et al:  Black Leadership 

  *Malcolm X:  Autobiography 

  *Morris: Origins of the Civil Rights Movement 

 Due: 
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  *Initial lit review and outline for term paper:  Feb. 27 

  *Response paper #2:  If chosen:  Feb. 22 

  

Mar. 6, 8 CIVIL RIGHTS IN PERSPECTIVE 

 

 Discussion:  Are African-Americans a “nation”?  If so, can people choose 
to join it?  How are African-Americans defined, anyway? In the 60s-70s, and 
today?  (what about Tiger Woods?)  Can you be a nation within a nation without 
living in a contiguous space?  Can there be a partial nation?  How was the Civil 
Rights movement experienced differentially by women and men?  How about 
alliances with other “nations” and groups?  How have previous responses to 
challenges affected subsequent ones?  How do theorists address these 
questions? 

 

 Readings: 

  *Anderson:  Imagined Communities (coursepak) 

 Report on: 

  *Bannerji:  Dark Side of the Nation 

  

Mar. 13, 15, 27 SOVEREIGNTY OF QUEBEC 

     
 Discussion:  This is one of the prime examples of “submerged 
nationalism”, challenging the traditional views of nation.  Can there be a free and 
independent Quebec within a strong and united Canada?  How is it possible that 
there are Quebec nationalists sitting in the Federal Parliament?  How are claims 
made, who is a “real” Quebecer, and how are they defined—by self and others?   
How many identities is it possible to claim?  Is one of them gender?  What 
responses by “national” governments to “national” claims are talking place?  How 
much accommodation is it possible for one nation to make and still remain so? 

 

 Readings: 

  *Dufour:  A Canadian Challenge:  Le defi Quebecois (in coursepak) 

  *Ignatieff:  Chapter 4 in Blood and Belonging (coursepak) 

  *Schmid:  Quebec in the 1970s-80s (coursepak) 

  *LeClerc:  Feminism and Nationalism (coursepak) 

                   *deSeve:  Origin of the Women’s Movement in Quebec (coursepak)  
 Reports on: 

  *Lamont:  Breakup 

  *Lamoreux:  Malaises Identitaires 

 Due:  

Response paper #3 If chosen:  Mar. 13 

  

Mar. 29 QUEBEC IN PERSPECTIVE 

 

 Discussion:  Is Quebec a nation?  If so, what materials from the 
theorists we have read support your conclusion?  Which do not?  What do we 



7 

 

learn about ethnic/civic dichotomies from this case?  Is there a particular role 
that feminists play in this nationalist discussion and claims?  What contradictory 
evidence do we find?  What do we now know about submerged nations? 

 

 Readings: 

  *Anderson:  Chapter 3 (in coursepak) 

  *Ware: Nations and social complexity (in coursepak) 

  *Seymour et al:  Questioning the ethnic/civic 

  

Apr. 3,5,10 ABORIGINAL PEOPLES INHERENT RIGHTS? 

           
 Discussion: How does the “modern” western nation deal with claims of 
“original” peoples?  What differing interpretations of “nation” are involved and 
discussed by Aboriginal peoples, Quebec peoples, Canadian peoples, and the 
Federal Government?  What do opinion polls show?  How many “nations” of 
Aboriginal peoples are there?  How do they make identity claims? Who is an 
Aboriginal, anyway?  What about the special role of Aboriginal women?  Men?  If 
Quebec is a submerged nation, are there yet more submerged nations within a 
submerged nation?  What differing ideologies about identity claims and national 
interpretations does this case express? 

  

Readings: 

  *Alfred:  Heeding the Voices (coursepak) 

  *Angus:  Thunder in my Soul 
  *Coates:  Being Aboriginal (coursepak) 

  *Clerici:  The Cree of James Bay (coursepak) 

 

Reports on: 

  *Alfred:  Peace, Power, Righteousness 

  *Pointing:  First Nations 

  *RCAP:  People to People 

  *Scheckel:  Insistence of the Indian 

  *Warry:  Unfinished Dreams 

 Due: 

  *Response paper #4:  If chosen:  Apr. 3 

 

Apr. 12  ABORIGINAL PEOPLES IN PERSPECTIVE 

 

 Discussion:  Does this case challenge the perspective of our theorists?  
How do we compare competing nationalism claims of Quebec and Aboriginal 
peoples?  What is an "inherent” right?  Can the same geography be “claimed” by 
a variety of nations?  How are the differing approaches of women and men taken 
into account in identity claims?  What are the responsibilities of governments in 
these complex cases?  What is a government, anyway? 

 

 Readings: 
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  *Earle:  Identities in North America 

  *Hobswam:  Nations and Nationalism 

 Due:  

  *Term paper draft 

 

 
Apr. 17, 19 NATIONS AND NATIONALISM IN A GLOBALIZING  WORLD    

 

Discussion:  How can there be integration and separation at the same 
time? Sometimes on the same continent?  What does citizenship mean in today’s 
world?  How do the new technologies impact these questions?  Are some 
groups/nations more or less disadvantaged by these developments?  What are 
the roles of governments in everything from economy to culture today?  What is 
The Power of Identity in the new millenium?  Can there be a Queer Nation? 

 

 Readings: 

  *Castells:  The Power of Identity 

  *Bannerji:  Dark Side of the Nation (coursepak) 

  *McCrone:  Nation as state (coursepak) 

  *McCrone: Nationalism and its Futures (coursepak) 

 Reports: 

  *Yuval-Davis: Gender and Nation  

 Due:   
Response paper #5, if chosen:  Apr. 17 

 

 

Apr. 24, 26, May 1, 3 CONCLUSIONS? 

    
 Discussion:  What is a nation?  What is a people?  Are there submerged 
nations?   What difference does gender make in addressing these questions? 

 

 Re-Readings: 

  *Ignatieff:  Introduction (coursepak) 

  *McCrone:  Rise and fall of nationalism (coursepak) 

  *Anderson:  Introduction (coursepak) 

  *Gellner:  Introduction 

 Reports: 

  *Term papers as assigned 

 Due:   
*Term papers:  Apr. 24 
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ADDITIONAL READINGS from which to choose:  All are on reserve at ODY 

 

 

LOYALISTS 
 

Fowler, Marian.  1982.  The Embroidered Tent:  Five Gentlewomen in Early 
Canada.  Toronto:  Anansi.  
 

Huey, Lois M. and Bonnie Pulis.  1997.  Molly Brant, A Legacy of Her Own.  
Youngstown, N.Y.:  Old Fort Niagara Association.  
 

Norton, Mary Beth.  1980.  Liberty’s Daughters.  Boston:  Little, Brown.  
 

Pencak, William and Conrad Edick Wright.  1988.  Authority and Resistance in 
Early New York.  New York:  New York Historical Society.  
 

Phillips, Kevin.  1999.  The Cousins’ Wars:  Religion, Politics and the Triumph of 
Anglo-America.  New York:  Basic Books.  (Parts 1 and 2) 

 

Potter-MacKinnon, Janice.  1993.  While the Women Only Wept.  Montreal:  
McGill-Queens.  
 

 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
 

Farrakhan, Minister Louis, Dr. Lenora Fulani and Reverend Al Sharpton.  1990.  
Independent Black Leadership in America.  New York:  Castillo.  
 

Malcolm X, as told to Alex Haley.  1992.  The Autobiography of Malcolm X.  New 
York:  Ballantine.  
 

Morris, Aldon D.  1984.  The Origins of the Civil Rights Movement:  Black 
Communities Organizing for Change.  New York:  Free Press.  
 

 

QUEBEC 
 

Cook, Ramsay.  1986.  Canada, Quebec, and the Uses of Nationalism.  Toronto:  
McClelland and Stewart.  
 

Lamont, Lansing.  1995.  Breakup:  The Coming End of Canada and the Stakes 
for America.  Toronto:  KeyPorter.  
 

Lamoureux, Diane, Chantal Malle and Micheline de Seve.  1999.  Malaises 
Identitaires:  Echanges Feministes autour d’un Quebec Incertain.  Montreal:  les 
editions du remue-menage.  
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Resnick, Philip.  1990.  Letters to a Quebecois Friend (with a reply by Daniel 
Latouche).  Montreal:  McGill-Queens’ University Press.  
 
ABORIGINAL ISSUES 
 

Alfred, Taiaiake.  1999.  Peace, Power, Righteousness:  An Indigenous Manifesto.  
Don Mills, Ontario:  Oxford.  
 

Ponting, J. Rick.  1997.  First Nations in Canada:  Perspectives on Opportunity, 
Empowerment, and Self-Determination.  Toronto:  McGraw-Hill Ryerson. 
 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples.  1996.  People to People, Nation to 
Nation:  Highlights of the Report on the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples.  
Ottawa:  Minister of Supply and Services.  
 

Scheckel, Susan.  1998.  The Insistence of the Indian.  Princeton:  Princeton 
University Press.   
 

Warry, Wayne.  1998.  Unifinished Dreams:  Community Healing and the Reality 
of Aboriginal Self-Government.  Toronto:  University of Toronto Press. 
 

 

GENDER AND NATIONALISM and SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
 

Bannerji, Himani.  2000.  The Dark Side of the Nation.  Toronto:  University of 
Toronto Press.  
 

Earle, Robert L. and John D. Wirth.  1995.  Identities in North America:  The 
Search For Community.  Stanford:  Stanford University Press.  
 

Gwyn, Richard.  1995.  Nationalism without Walls:  The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being Canadian.  Toronto:  McClelland & Stewart.  
 

Hobswam, E.J.  1990.  Nations and Nationalism since 1780.   Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press.   
 

Yuval-Davis, Nira.  1997.  Gender and Nation.  London:  Sage.  
 

 

   


