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Course Description
An investigation of modern German history since 1918. Using gender as a central category of historical 

analysis, the course of German history since 1918, a troubled history of civil war, revolution, Nazism, genocide, 
division, and finally reunification.  Topics include:  the German Revolution of 1918, the Versailles Treaty, the rise 
and fall of the Weimar Republic, the “New Woman” and Weimar culture, Dadaism and the Weimar cultural avant-
garde, the Rise of Nazism and Hitler, the attempted creation of a national socialist utopia during the Third Reich, 
Blitzkrieg and the Second World War, the Holocaust, the Trümmerfrauen and gender in postwar Germany, the 
division of Germany and the Berlin Wall, the Cold War and the creation of two German states and cultures, postwar 
German feminism, terrorism and the state, the Revolution of 1989, and German reunification.

A Women’s Studies Course
This course has been cross-listed with Women’s Studies.  This means that this course:

 focuses approximately fifty percent of its content on women’s experiences, status, and achievements in the past,  
present, or future,

 incorporates new knowledge, scholarship, and teaching methodologies by women’s studies scholars, 

 incorporates a variety of women’s experiences and reflects the multiplicity of views within feminist scholarship 
beyond those of Western (i.e., that of Western Europe and the United States) and bourgeois bias whenever  
possible,

 provides a respectful, non-discriminatory, and fair approach to all subject matter in regard to gender,  
ethnicity, class, age, religion, and sexual preference, and

 offers a classroom atmosphere free of sexism in which gender equity is realized.



A Communication-Intensive Course
This course has been designated as communication-intensive.  This means that:

 this course includes instruction in both writing and speaking (public speaking, group process and/or 
interpersonal communication),

 at least 25% of the course grade will depend upon the student’s communication skills, and

 a student must earn a minimum grade of “C” for this course to satisfy the communication-intensive  
requirement.

Required Books
The following titles are available for purchase at the Avila University Bookstore in the Marian Center.  These titles 
are also available on reserve in the Avila University Library.

Tipton, Frank.  A History of Modern Germany since 1815.  Berkeley:  Univ. of California Press, 2003.

Frevert, Ute.  Women in German History:  From Bourgeois Emancipation to Sexual Liberation.   Translated by 
Stuart McKinnon-Evans.  New York:  Berg, 1988.

Stephenson, Jill.  Women in Nazi Germany.  London:  Pearson Longman, 2001.

Recommended Books

Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual.  4th Ed. Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.

General Information

Class Participation
This course will focus on daily lectures and discussions based on the assigned readings.  Given this design, 

regular attendance is mandatory.  Enrollment in this course carries with it the following expectations:  1) students 
are expected to arrive prepared for each class (i.e., have read the material thoroughly and produced written notes, 2) 
students must actively listen (i.e., pay attention and take notes), ask questions (before, during, or after class—
whenever most appropriate), and contribute to class to the discussions and (when appropriate) lectures, 3) arrive 
punctually and treat the instructor and all classmates with respect, 4) submit all written assignments on time, and 5) 
use the textbook effectively (i.e., reading the textbook carefully).  Roll will be taken every class period at the 
beginning of the class.

Classroom Courtesy
As a courtesy to the instructor and other class members, students are asked to avoid tardiness, since it 

inevitably interrupts the flow of class causing needless delays and inconveniences for everyone. Along these lines, 
food and use of tobacco in any form are also considered inappropriate to the classroom.  Beverages are acceptable if 
empty containers are placed in wastebaskets once consumed.  Shrieking pagers and cell phones are also unwelcome. 
Lastly, each student must conduct himself or herself in a manner respectful of the instructor and his or her fellow 
students.
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Tentative Course Schedule
The instructor reserves the right to make adjustments during the course of the semester if deemed 

necessary.  Students must complete the assignment on the date given.  Additional readings on reserve may be 
assigned to support films and class exercises.  These additional reading assignments will be announced well in 
advance.

Date Topic Reading Assignment

January 18 Course Introduction.

January 20 Lecture/Discussion:  “Gender and German History.” Handout:  Frevert, 512-538.1

January 25 Lecture: The First World War. Tipton, pp. 270-322.

January 27 Lecture: An Expressionist Age:  The Weimar Republic, 1918-1933. Tipton, pp. 323-369.

February 1 Video/Discussion:  The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari [1920]. Class Exercise #1.

February 3 Discussion:  The Discovery of the “Modern Woman:” The First 
World War—Father of Women’s Emancipation?
The Discovery of the “Modern Woman:” The Weimar Republic.”

Class Exercise #2;
Frevert, pp. 149-167. 168-204.

February 8 Lecture: The Politics of Feeling and the Search for Stability Tipton, pp. 370-419.

February 10 DVD: M [1931].

February 15 DVD/Discussion: M [1931]. Class Exercise #3.

February 17 Lecture: A “German Style:”  The Nazi Generation. Tipton, pp. 420-456.

February 22 Lecture: Nazi Politics:  The Road to War and the Holocaust. Tipton, pp. 457-495.

February 24 DVD: The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl [1993].

March 1 DVD: The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl [1993].

March 3 DVD/Discussion: The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl 
[1993].

Class Exercise #4.

March 8 Discussion:  Women in Nazi Germany. Class Exercise #5;
Stephenson, pp. 1-138.

March 10 Discussion:  Women in Nazi Germany:  Documents. Class Exercise #6;
Stephenson, pp. 139-185.

March 15 MIDTERM EXAMINATION

1 Ute Frevert, “Gender in German History,” in: German History since 1800,  Mary Fulbrook, ed., (London:  Arnold, 
1997):  512-538.
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March 17 Easter/Spring Break NO CLASS

March 22 Easter/Spring Break NO CLASS

March 24 Easter/Spring Break NO CLASS

March 29 Video/Discussion:  The Nazis:  A Warning from History—Fighting to 
the End.

March 31 Lecture: Abstract Expressionism and Socialist Realism:  Divided 
Germany in an Age of Economic Miracles.

Tipton, pp. 496-557.

April 5 Lecture: A Postmodern Generation:  West and East Germany after 
the Miracle, 1973-1989.

Tipton, pp. 558-613.

April 7 Document Analysis/Discussion: Modern German History in 
Documents.

Class Exercise #7;
First Draft of Document Analysis 
due in class.

April 12 Discussion: Opportunities and Restrictions [for Women] in the New 
Republic:  1945-1988.

Class Exercise #8;
Frevert, pp. 253-304.

April 14 Video: The Nasty Girl [1991].

April 19 Video/Discussion: The Nasty Girl [1991]. Class Exercise #9.

April 21 Lecture: Neo-Realism:  Reunification and the Reunited Germany. Tipton, pp. 614-667.

April 26 DVD: Goodbye Lenin [2003].

April 28 DVD/Discussion: Goodbye Lenin [2003]. Class Exercise #10.

May 3 Review

May 5 Review Final Version of Document 
Analysis due in class.

May 10 COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAMINATION 10:00-11:50 AM
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Course Requirements

Assessment of Grades
Your course grade will be based on your performance on two examinations (i.e., midterm and 

comprehensive final), ten class exercises, the first draft of the document analysis, and the revised final version of the 
document analysis.  Letter grades are then assigned using the scale noted below.

ASSIGNMENT TOTAL NO. OF POINTS POSSIBLE FOR ASSIGNMENT 
(Total Course Points=500)

Class Exercises (10) 100
Document Analysis: First Draft 100
Document Analysis:  Revised Final Version 100
Midterm Examination 100
Comprehensive Final Examination 100

Grading Scale
A B C D F
100-90 89-80 79-70 69-60 59-0

Attendance/Absence Policy
Regular attendance is highly recommended for this course.  Poor attendance will most likely result in a 

poor course grade. Excused absences will only be granted for the examinations and document analyses (first draft 
and revised final version) under the following conditions. The instructor also reserves the right to give a comparable 
but not identical make-up examination to all students meeting the criteria for excused absences.  There are no 
excused absences for class exercises, since they are in-class activities that cannot be replicated by individual 
students.  Students not meeting these criteria will receive an “F” (0 points) for the assignment in question.

Criteria for Excused Absences
Excused absences will only be granted for the examinations and document analyses (first draft and revised final 
version) under the following conditions:

 1. if the student notifies the instructor via telephone or e-mail within twenty-four hours before or after the 
assignment in question,

 2. if the absence is due to extraordinary circumstances (i.e., serious illness requiring a visit to either a 
physician or the university clinic, significant work-related activities, or extreme family emergency,)

 3. if accompanied by written documentation relevant to the situation and if that documentation is presented 
immediately upon return,

 4. if the work is completed in a timely fashion (i.e., preferably within one week of the original deadline.)
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Academic Honesty
The policy of Avila University concerning cheating and plagiarism will be strictly enforced in this course. 

Academic dishonesty in this course is chiefly defined as the use or submission of the work of others as one’s own 
(i.e., plagiarism from print or internet sources, other students, etc.)  Plagiarism takes three basic forms:  1) the failure 
to cite the words and ideas of others in one’s written work, 2) the verbatim (i.e., word-for-word) quotation of words 
without the use of quotation marks, 3) and poor paraphrasing of others’ words (i.e., the failure to translate or 
summarize the words of others into one’s own words.)  Any instance of cheating or plagiarism on in-class 
assignments will result in an “F” in the course and a letter detailing the offense will be sent to the student’s academic 
advisor, extra-curricular advisor (when applicable,) and the Dean of Academic Affairs.  The letter to the Dean of 
Academic Affairs will then be placed in the student’s permanent academic record at Avila University.  Instances of 
cheating or plagiarism on typewritten assignments (e. g., document analyses) will be punished in the following 
manner:

 1. First Offense:  The perpetrator must rewrite the written assignment within the time period designated by the 
instructor. In addition, a letter detailing the offense will be submitted to the student’s academic advisor or  
advisors and extra-curricular advisor (when applicable.)

 2. Second Offense:  The perpetrator will receive an “F” in the course and will be asked not to attend class for  
the rest of the semester.  In addition, a letter detailing the offense will be submitted to the student’s academic 
advisor or advisors, extra-curricular advisor (when applicable), and the Dean of Academic Affairs. The letter  
to the Dean of Academic Affairs will then be placed in the student’s permanent academic record at Avila 
University.

Class Exercises
Active participation is essential to this course, so class exercises will be used to gauge each student’s 

participation in the course this semester.  Generally, class exercises will involve reflection on a video, discussion, 
lecture, primary source, secondary work, or any other material, which students have analyzed in class. Such 
reflection will involve answering multiple-choice items at the beginning of class, writing a short essay at the 
beginning or end of class based on the discussion questions provided in advance, completing a handout in class or 
outside of class using reserve materials in the library, or simply participating actively in class discussion.  There will 
be ten class exercises this semester. As stated above, there are no excused absences for class exercises, since they 
are in-class activities that cannot be replicated by individual students.

Midterm and Comprehensive Final Examinations
There will be one midterm and one comprehensive final during the semester. The examinations are in-class, 

closed-book examination (i.e., students must answer without the aid of notes, note cards, outlines, etc.)   Each 
examination will have two sections: one multiple-choice/fill-in-the-blank section worth fifty points and one essay 
section worth fifty points. The multiple-choice/fill-in-the-blank section will consist of twenty-five items culled from 
the assigned readings, lectures, discussions, and videos.  In the case of the midterm examination, this means the 
material covered to midterm.  The final examination is comprehensive.  In the essay section of each examination, 
students will be asked to compose a well-written essay in response to one or more essay questions. The essay 
question or questions along with a study guide for the multiple-choice/fill-in-the-blank section will be provided at 
least one class period in advance for each examination.  All examination answers (multiple-choice/fill-in-the-blank 
and essay) must be written in a “bluebook” available in the college bookstore.  For more, see the following sections 
below:  “Grading Criteria” and “Writing Essays in History.”
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Document Analysis
The ability to read and interpret primary sources (i.e., artifacts and documents from the past) and 

understand and critically appraise secondary works (historians’ interpretations of the past) is essential to one’s 
understanding of history and training as a historian.  Each student, therefore, will write one document analysis based 
on an assigned primary document relevant to twentieth-century German history.  In the document analysis, students 
will be asked to respond to questions posed by the instructor for an assigned primary document. In other words, each 
primary document provides a springboard for the investigation of important questions of modern German history in 
general.  The challenge of these assignments is to balance analysis of the text of the primary document itself with the 
context of twentieth-century German history generally and twentieth-century German women’s history specifically. 
Students are welcome to use secondary works placed on reserve, but all other outside sources (see details below) 
must be approved in advance by the instructor.  The emphasis in this assignment is on understanding the primary 
document and placing it in the context provided by the course materials (i.e., assigned readings, lectures, videos, and 
discussions.)  The document analysis is intended to provide an opportunity to practice the art of historical research 
and offer the chance for students to demonstrate one’s understanding of the major issues of modern German history 
this semester.  Each document analysis must be 3-5 typewritten pages in length with footnotes, plus a cover sheet 
and full bibliography.  Students must submit a first draft and a final revised version of the document analysis.  (See 
course schedule for deadlines or below.)  Each student must submit one hard copy of each version of the document 
analysis and digital copies on a 1.44MB floppy disk, CD, or via e-mail attachment to the instructor.  For more on 
how to write essays, please see the following sections below:  “Grading Criteria” and “Writing Essays in History.”

Topics
Students must choose from the following topics listed below using the primary documents placed on 

reserve in the Avila University Library. (See more on primary sources and secondary literature below.)  Only one 
student may research each topic listed in the following research areas.  The instructor reserves the right to assign 
topics to students, although student preferences will be solicited at the beginning of the semester.

PRIMARY DOCUMENT SOURCE GENERAL TOPIC
Marianne Weber, “The Special Cultural Mission of 
Women.” (1919)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Die Kommunistin, “Manifesto for International 
Women’s Day.” (1921)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Manfred Georg, “The Right to Abortion.”  (1922) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
Gabriele Tergit, “Paragraph 218:  A Modern 
Gretchen Tragedy.” (1926)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Alfred Polgar, “The Defenseless:  A Conversation 
between Men.”

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Max Brod, “Women and the New Objectivity.” 
(1929)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Elsa Herrmann, “This is the New Woman.” (1929) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
Textile Workers, “My Workday, My Weekend.” 
(1930)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

Hilde Walter, “Twilight for Women?” (1931) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
“Women’s Work and the Economic Crisis.” (1931) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
Else Kienle, “The Kienle Case.: (1931) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
Siegfried Kracauer, “Working Women.” (1932) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman
Alice Rühle-Gerstel, “Back to the Good Old Days?” 
(1933)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook The Rise of the New Woman

“Enough is Enough! Against the Masculinization of 
Women.” (1925)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Visions of Plenty:  Mass 
Consumption, Fashion, and 
Advertising.

Hanns, Kropff, “Women as Shoppers.” (1931) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Visions of Plenty:  Mass 
Consumption, Fashion, and 
Advertising.

Stephanie Kaul, “Whose Fault is the Long Dress?” 
(1931)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Visions of Plenty:  Mass 
Consumption, Fashion, and 
Advertising.
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“Guidelines of the German Association for the 
Protection of Mothers.” (1922)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

Hugo Bettauer, “The Erotic Revolution.” (1924) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

Lola Landau, “The Companionate Marriage.” 
(1929)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

League for Human Rights, “Appeal to All 
Homosexual Women.” (1929)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

Helene Stöcker, “Marriage as a Psychological 
Problem.”  (1929)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

Walter von Hollander, “Birth Control—A Man’s 
Business!” (1932)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook Sexuality:  Private Rights versus 
Social Norms.

Thomas Wehrling, “Berlin is Becoming a Whore.” 
(1920)

The Weimar Republic Sourcebook On the Margins of the Law:  Vice, 
Crime, and the Social Order.

Margot Klages-Stange, “Prostitution.” (1926) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook On the Margins of the Law:  Vice, 
Crime, and the Social Order.

Willi Pröger, “Sites of Berlin Prostitution.” (1930) The Weimar Republic Sourcebook On the Margins of the Law:  Vice, 
Crime, and the Social Order.

Adolf Hitler, “Speech to the National Socialist 
Women’s section (NSF) on 8 September 1934.”

Nazism, 1919-1945:  A Documentary 
Reader:   Vol. II., State, Economy, and 
Society, 1933-1939. (pp. 448-450)

The Nazi Attitude to Women

“Nazi Women’s Organizations” (2 Documents) Nazism, 1919-1945:  A Documentary 
Reader:   Vol. II., State, Economy, and 
Society, 1933-1939.  (pp. 459-462)

Nazi Women’s Organizations

“A Problem of Trousers” (Five Documents) Nazism, 1919-1945:  A Documentary 
Reader:  Vol. IV., The German Home Front  
in World War II.  (pp. 355-359)

Women [Nazi Germany]

“Evacuation” (2 Documents) Nazism, 1919-1945:  A Documentary 
Reader:  Vol. IV., The German Home Front  
in World War II.  (pp. 359-365)

Women [Nazi Germany]

“Female Sexual Behavior” (3 Documents) Nazism, 1919-1945:  A Documentary 
Reader:  Vol. IV., The German Home Front  
in World War II.  (pp. 384-390)

[Nazi] Sex and Population Policy

Deadlines:  Document Analysis
First Draft of Document Analysis April 7
Final Revised Version of  Document Analysis May 5

Primary Documents and Secondary Literature
Students must use primary documents found in the Avila University library, specifically those works placed 

on reserve.  Again, the emphasis in this assignment is on understanding the primary document and placing it in the 
context provided by the course materials (i.e., assigned readings, lectures, videos, and discussions.)   Students who wish to 
supplement primary documents or secondary works on reserve or from the Avila University library collection must 
gain approval in advance from the instructor.  Internet sources will only be accepted for finding additional primary 
documents and, once again, only with the prior consent of the instructor.
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Choosing A Topic
Historians must examine and analyze primary documents, pose a historical question (i.e., offer an interpretation 

or thesis) that the weight of evidence seems to answer, then provide context for one’s historical question and 
evidence using the available secondary literature.  In choosing a topic, the student should:

 1. Inform one’s self as to what has been done, what needs to be done, and what can be done in the context of  
the course materials.

 2. Discuss the possibilities with the instructor, once you have read the primary document carefully.

 3. Choose a timely and interesting topic, both to the researcher and a scholarly audience.  Each research 
project must offer a unique interpretation of the events under study, which shows both creativity, a command of  
historical method, and a clear understanding of the major issues of modern German  history since 1914.

Analysis of Primary Documents
The foundation of history is the contemplation of primary documents, which provide the building blocks of an 

interpretation of the past.  Use the following questions to help you analyze primary documents:

 1. What is general theme of each primary document?  What event or events are focused upon in it?

 2. Why did the author choose to write about the events contained in the primary document at all?  Why were the 
events described important to the person recording them or the period in which he or she lived in general?  In 
other words, why was each primary document used produced when it was?  Why was it possible for each 
primary document to exist when it was produced?

 3. Evaluate the account of events presented by the author of each primary document.  Is his or her focus 
justified?  Are the events he or she describes relevant to the overall thrust the work in general (if the primary 
document is book length, for example?)  Why or why not?  Is his or her account biased?  Why or why not? 
What evidence does the author of each primary document marshal to support his or her thesis?  Is the evidence  
he or she employs appropriate and/or sufficient to support his or her interpretation?  Why or why not?  Once 
again, use the course textbook course reader, and any relevant outside secondary works on reserve to help you 
in the evaluation of all primary documents used in the research project.

 4. How does each primary document chosen compare to others found relevant to the topic?  In other words, is  
each primary document used representative based on the limited sources available in this course?  Why or why 
not?  If a primary document is not representative, then your analysis must proceed cautiously, if at all.  It could  
be that a new interpretation or thesis is needed.

 5. What is the significance of the events described by the author of each primary document used?  Determine 
the historical significance of the events found in the primary documents using the course textbooks, videos,  
discussions, and lectures.

First Draft of the Document Analysis
Research must essentially be completed to write the first draft.  The first draft is simply the most complete 

version (both in terms of content and grammar) by the deadline for this assignment.  The more complete the draft, 
the more the instructor can help revise it.  Students will also gain feedback on her or his first draft during the class 
discussion on the day the first draft is due.

Final Revised Version of the Document Analysis
The revised, final version of the document analysis is due the last day of class and represents the 

culmination of one’s analysis, reflection on the criticism received from both the instructor and fellow students on 
one’s document analysis, and one’s understanding of the major issues of modern German and German women’s 
history since 1914 this semester.  Each student must submit one hard copy of each version of the document analysis 
and digital copies on a 1.44MB floppy disk, CD, or via e-mail attachment to the instructor.  Below you will find 
specifics concerning the structure and form of the document analysis.
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General Structure of Document Analysis
 1. Introduction  (Overview of Document Analysis)

♦ a. Thesis statement

♦ b. Structure of Document Analysis

♦ c. Sources

 2. Body of Document Analysis

♦ a. Significance of topic

♦ b. Approach

♦ c. Significant findings

 3. Conclusion

♦ a. Thesis statement

♦ b. Summary of major findings

♦ c. Suggestions for further research

General Form of Document Analysis

 1. The Document Analysis must be 3-5 typewritten (double-spaced) with footnotes, plus a cover sheet and full  
bibliography.

 2.  The margins should not exceed the following guidelines:

Top Margin 1¼"
Bottom Margin 1¼"
Right Margin 1"
Left Margin 1½"

 3. All pages except the first must be numbered.

 4. The Document Analysis must include a cover sheet with the following information: title of document analysis,  
name, instructor's name, course name, course number, and (when appropriate) section number, date.

 5. The Document Analysis must be stapled together.  Plastic covers or any other elaborate report binders are 
neither necessary, nor desirable.

 6. Students must use footnotes (i.e., Chicago Manual of Style) for citations.

 7.  All students must submit one hard copy of the final revised version of the document analysis, the original  
marked copy of the first draft of the document analysis, and a digital copy of both the first draft and final  
revised version of the document analysis on a 1.44MB floppy disk, CD, or via e-mail attachment to the 
instructor.
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Grading Criteria

General Criteria for the Evaluation of Written Work
 1. Content

♦ a. Clarity and originality of thesis statement

♦ b. Clarity of introduction & conclusion

♦ c. Clarity of argument/organization

♦ d. Persuasiveness of thesis (clarity of links among evidence and thesis)

 2. Style

♦ a. Efficacy of word usage and variety of language (free of clichés, profanity, slang, and jargon)

♦ b. Spelling /Grammar

♦ c. Quality of transitions between sentences, paragraphs, etc.

♦ d. Use of active voice (i.e., using active verbs rather than passive verbs)

Writing Essays in History
Content
 1. Writing history is not like writing a mystery novel.  The suspense in history comes from how you unfold your 

story, rather than from leading your readers down a twisted path to a sudden resolution in the conclusion.  This  
means that you should state your thesis clearly and lay out some of the major points you intend to use to 
support your interpretation in the introduction of your paper.  A clear thesis often does not appear until after  
writing the first draft of a paper, but this is not necessarily a negative.  It simply means that one must allow 
sufficient time for editing and revisions.

 2. Audience is a critical consideration in writing.  Your papers should not be written to the instructor because 
this invariably leads to false assumptions in terms of the clarity of the argument and the specificity of examples  
used to support it.  Write your papers in such a way so that anyone on campus (without the benefit of history  
courses) could read the paper and understand the point that you are trying to make.

 3. All written work in this course should be directed toward one goal:  “making the material one’s own.” 
Concretely, this entails a careful reading of the text, contemplation of its implications, and the composition of a 
thoughtful essay based on one’s personal “take” on the material, naturally supported with evidence.  This task 
is not easy, and requires practice.  It also absolutely demands careful editing and revisions.  Time management,  
therefore, is a must.

 4. Paraphrasing.  The most effective deterrent to plagiarism is paraphrasing.  To avoid copying the phrases of  
someone else, simply shut the book and write the idea in your own words.  Good paraphrasing requires more 
than the use of synonyms (i.e., substituting a word or two) or splicing phrases verbatim from one or two 
different sentences.  Generally speaking, every sentence must be substantially altered (i.e., only one or two 
words remain from the original sentence and the structure of the sentence has been dramatically reconstructed)  
to qualify as a good paraphrase.  It requires the translation of the ideas into your own language.  After  
checking to ensure the accuracy of the paraphrase, cite the source.

 5. General rules for writing can be found in the following sources:

Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual.  4th Ed. Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.
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Composition of Essays
Good writing absolutely demands careful editing and revisions.  Time management, therefore, is a must.  The 

following steps based on Sanford Kaye’s Writing Under Pressure: The Quick Writing Process are recommended:

 1. Preparation:  Carefully read the document and jot down preliminary notes.

 2. Timetable:  Set up a timetable for the completion of your essay, including reading, writing, editing, and 
polishing.

 3. Plan of Overall Structure: The typical structure for an essay is: introduction with thesis statement, body of  
evidence supporting the thesis, and conclusion.

 4. Provisional Thesis: Pose a tentative answer to the historical questions raised by the document or works read.

 5. Because-Clauses:  Write reason why your thesis is correct using because-clauses.  In other words:  “My 
thesis [insert thesis here] is correct because....”  The more because-clauses you can generate, the better.

 6. Analysis of Because-Clauses: Pick the best of these clauses to use in your essay.

 7. Analysis and Integration of the Other Side: Consider what the opposition might say in the following manner:  
“Although [insert  opposition’s view here] has many valid points, my thesis better explains the situation 
because....”

 8. Argument-Outline:  Take the best of your because-clauses and construct an outline for your essay.

 9. Full Introduction: Write a rough draft of your introduction in which you spell out your thesis, the points you 
intend to make in the essay, and perhaps give some sense of the document.

 10. Filling in the raw draft and first cuts: Fill in your argument-outline after beginning the introduction.  (Note:  
you’re already well on your way to finishing the assignment.)

 11. Feedback:  Ask a friend to read your work to check grammar and (most importantly) the clarity of your 
argument.

 12. Second reading; improving the roughly final draft: Using the critique offered by a friend, polish your essay.

 13. Proofreading the final draft: Make sure there are no typographic errors, misspellings, etc.  Note:  a spell-
checker in a computer does not know the difference between “their” and “there.”

 14. A writing policy: Think about how much time you spent at each stage of the writing process, something that  
will help you write other papers in the future with less stress.  This means it would be wise to keep a record of  
how much time you spend as you work on the project.

 15. A mild celebration for a job well done.
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Educational Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)
Course ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Recognize what the study of history is, what historians do. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 

Discussions, Examinations
Impart a general knowledge of the major issues or questions of modern German  history since 1914. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 

Discussions, Examinations
Impart a general knowledge of the major issues or questions of modern German women’s history since 
1914.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Personal, Spiritual, and Social ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Demonstrate self-motivation, intellectual curiosity, and openness to differing perspectives. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 

Discussions, Examinations
Demonstrate sensitivity to socio-cultural diversity. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 

Discussions, Examinations
Participate in group interaction to achieve and identified goal. Document Analyses, Discussions, 

Class Exercises

Communication ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Employ active listening techniques, including summarizing, paraphrasing, questioning, and nonverbal 
response.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Read a document and demonstrate an understanding of its written and quantitative content. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Make a clear, well-organized verbal presentation. Document Analyses, Discussions, 
Class Exercises

Write a clear, well-organized paper, using documentation and quantitative tools, when appropriate. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Higher Level Thinking ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Employ skeptical, evaluative and logical approaches in processing information and drawing conclusions. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 

Discussions, Examinations
Generate new images, concepts, possibilities and/or interpretations, and connect apparently disparate 
ideas.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Analyze one’s own thinking processes, including how one’s experiences, feelings, ideas, and intuition 
affect thinking.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Knowledge ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Philosophers, theologians, writers, artists, and other great thinkers and their influence upon the 
development of civilization.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Western and non-Western experience through historical perspective. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Cultural diversity in the United States and throughout the world. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations
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Major (History) Program ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Identify major periods in United States, European, and World history and characterize those periods 
according to economic structures and relationships, political structures and relationships, social structures 
and social values, religious structures and belief-systems, and the nature of trans-cultural and trans-
national relationships.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Demonstrate understanding of the process, nature, and causes of continuity and change over time, 
weighing the effects of economic, political, socio-cultural, and ideological factors.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Demonstrate an understanding of the effects of race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion on the 
experiences of ordinary and extraordinary people of the past.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Identify the major issues and interpretive models used by historians in their analysis of the past. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Produce an original piece of historical scholarship using both primary sources and the appropriate 
secondary literature

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Minor (Women’s Studies) Program ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Describe the experience of women from multiple perspectives of time, place, and the understanding of 
varied disciplines.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Demonstrate the ability to think, write, and speak critically about issues of gender in the contemporary 
world from the different perspectives of age, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, and race.

Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations

Articulate an understanding of the impact on society of narrowly defined gender roles. Document Analyses, Class Exercises, 
Discussions, Examinations
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