
Avila University
Spring 2006

Course Syllabus

HI/WS 365C/01: Germany:  Nineteenth Century
Instructor Information

Instructor Dr. Jeffrey Myers
Office ORI Social Sciences H
Office Telephone 816-501-3649
Office Hours W 2:00-4:00 PM

TR 11:00 AM-12:00 PM; and by 
appointment.

E-Mail Jeffrey.Myers@.avila.edu

Course Information
Day/Time: TR 9:30-10:45 PM

Room: ORI 202

Credit:  3 Semester Hours

Course Description
An investigation of modern German history from 1780 to 1918. Using gender as a central theoretical focus, 

this course explores the transformation of the German-speaking lands from a provincial, agrarian patchwork of 
feudal principalities to a unified, industrial, cultural, and scientific empire.  Topics include: the French Revolution, 
citizenship, and civil society, Romanticism and Biedermeier culture, industrialization, proletarian culture and 
women, the Revolutions of 1848-1849, bourgeois emancipation and early German feminism, Bismarck and German 
unification, German socialism, the Kulturkampf, and Kaiser Wilhelm II and the First World War.

A Women’s Studies Course
This course has been cross-listed with Women’s Studies.  This means that this course:

 focuses approximately fifty percent of its content on women’s experiences, status, and achievements in the past, 
present, or future,

 incorporates new knowledge, scholarship, and teaching methodologies by women’s studies scholars, 

 incorporates a variety of women’s experiences and reflects the multiplicity of views within feminist scholarship 
beyond those of Western (i.e., that of Western Europe and the United States) and bourgeois bias whenever 
possible,

 provides a respectful, non-discriminatory, and fair approach to all subject matter in regard to gender, ethnicity, 
class, age, religion, and sexual preference, and

 offers a classroom atmosphere free of sexism in which gender equity is realized.

A Communication-Intensive Course
This course has been designated as communication-intensive.  This means that:



 this course includes instruction in both writing and speaking (public speaking, group process and/or 
interpersonal communication),

 at least 25% of the course grade will depend upon the student’s communication skills, and

 a student must earn a minimum grade of “C” for this course to satisfy the communication-intensive 
requirement.

Required Books
The following titles are available for purchase at the Avila University Bookstore in the Marian Center.  These titles 
are also available on reserve in the Avila University Library.

Blackbourn, David.  A History of Germany:  The Long Nineteenth Century, 1780-1918.  2nd Ed. Malden, MA: 
Blackwell, 2003.

Tatar, Maria, Ed.  The Classic Fairy Tales.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 1999.

Hauptmann, Gerhart. Plays: Before Daybreak, The Weavers, The Beaver Coat.  New York: Continnum, 1994.

Herminghouse, Patricia and Magda Mueller, Eds. German Feminist Writings.  New York: Continnum, 2001.

Wildenthal, Lora.  German Women for Empire, 1884-1945.  Durham, N.C:  Duke Univ. Press, 2001.

General Information
Class Participation

This course will focus on daily lectures and discussions based on the assigned readings.  Given this design, 
regular attendance is mandatory.  Enrollment in this course carries with it the following expectations:  1) students 
are expected to arrive prepared for each class (i.e., have read the material thoroughly and produced written notes, 2) 
students must actively listen (i.e., pay attention and take notes), ask questions (before, during, or after class—
whenever most appropriate), and contribute to class to the discussions and (when appropriate) lectures, 3) arrive 
punctually and treat the instructor and all classmates with respect, 4) submit all written assignments on time, and 5) 
use the textbook effectively (i.e., reading the textbook carefully).  Roll will be taken every class period at the 
beginning of the class.

Classroom Courtesy
As a courtesy to the instructor and other class members, students are asked to avoid tardiness, since it 

inevitably interrupts the flow of class causing needless delays and inconveniences for everyone. Along these lines, 
food and use of tobacco in any form are also considered inappropriate to the classroom.  Beverages are acceptable if 
empty containers are placed in wastebaskets once consumed.  Cell phones must be silenced during class except for 
in extraordinary cases (e.g., family emergency.)  Lastly, each student must conduct himself or herself in a manner 
respectful of the instructor and his or her fellow students.
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Tentative Course Schedule
The instructor reserves the right to make adjustments during the course of the semester if deemed 

necessary.  Students must complete the assignment on the date given.

Date Topic Reading Assignment

January 17 Course Introduction

January 19 Lecture/Discussion:  German History and Historical Research 
(Writing and Speaking) for Beginners.

January 24 Lecture/Discussion:  Prologue:  Germany in the Late 
Eighteenth Century.

Quiz #1 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.1-34.

January 26 Lecture/Discussion: Part I:  The Age of Revolutions, 
1789-1848; Chapter 1:  In the Shadow of France.

Quiz #2 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp. 35-68. 

January 31 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 2:  Germany in Transition. Quiz #3 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  69-103.

February 2 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 3:  The Revolutions of 1848-49. Quiz #4 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp. 104-132.

February 7 Lecture/Discussion: Part II:  The Age of Progress, 
1849-1880;  Chapter 4:  Economy and Society Transformed.

Quiz #5 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  133-170.

February 9 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 5:  From Reaction to 
Unification.

Quiz #6 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  171-203.

February 14 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 6:  Progress and Its Discontents. Quiz #7 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  204-234.

February 16 Lecture/Discussion: Part III:  The Age of Modernity, 
1880-1914;  Chapter 7:  “Made in Germany:”  A New 
Economic Order.

Quiz #8 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp. 235-264.

February 21 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 8:  Society and Culture. Quiz #9 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp. 265-303.

February 23 Lecture/Discussion: Chapter 9:  The Old Politics and the 
New.

Quiz #10 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  304-347.

February 28 Lecture/Discussion: Epilogue:  Germany at War, 1914-1918. Quiz #11 (Angel);
Blackbourn, pp.  348-374.

March 2 MIDTERM EXAMINATION

March 7 DVD:  Diary of a Lost Girl  (1929.) Supplemental Reading (On Reserve):  Richard 
Evans, Tales from the German Underworld, pp. 
166-212.

March 9 DVD/Discussion:  Diary of a Lost Girl  (1929.)

March 14 SPRING BREAK NO CLASS

March 16 SPRING BREAK NO CLASS
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March 21 Lecture/Discussion: “Introduction:  Gender and Gender 
Relations in German History.”

Class Exercise #1;
Handout:  Abrams & Harvey, pp. 1-37.

March 23 Individual Study NO CLASS.

March 28 Discussion:  Grimm Fairy Tales: Snow White and Cinderella;
Zipes’s “Breaking the Disney Spell.”

Class Exercise #2;
Tatar, pp. ix-xviii, 74-89, 101-137, 332-352.

March 30 Discussion:  “Hessian Peasant Women, Their Families, and the 
Draft:  A Social-Historical Interpretation of Four Tales from the 
Grimm Collection.”

Class Exercise #3;
Handout:  Taylor & Rebel, pp. 347-378.

April 4 Discussion:  “What Killed August von Kotzebue? The 
Temptations of Virtue and the Political Theology of German 
Nationalism, 1789-1819.”

Class Exercise #4;
Handout:  Williamson, pp. 890-943.

April 6 Lecture/Discussion: Hauptmann and The Weavers. Class Exercise #5;
Hauptmann, pp. vii-xxiv, 91-166;
Guest Lecturer:  Dr. Charlene Gould.

April 11 Research Project/Discussion:  Education for Girls and Women. Class Exercise #6;
Herminghouse/Mueller, pp. 1-44;
ALL READING PAPERS FOR RESEARCH 
PROJECTS DUE IN CLASS.

April 13 EASTER BREAK NO CLASS

April 18 Research Presentations/Discussion:  Women and Work. Class Exercise #7;
Herminghouse/Mueller, pp. 59-95.

April 20 Research Presentations/Discussion:  Women and Politics. Class Exercise #8;
Herminghouse/Mueller, pp. 107-125, 130-152.

April 25 Research Presentations/Discussion:  Issues of Gender. Class Exercise #9;
Herminghouse/Mueller, pp. 173-218.

April 27 Research Presentations/Discussion:  Women in Art and 
Literature.

Class Exercise #10;
Herminghouse/Mueller, pp. 251-270.

May 2 Discussion:  German Women for Empire, 1884-1945. Class Exercise #11;
Wildenthal, pp. 1-202.

May 4 Review.

May 9 COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAMINATION 10:00-11:50 AM.
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Course Requirements
Assessment of Grades

Your course grade will be based on your performance on the assignments and task listed below.  Letter 
grades are then assigned using the scale noted below.

ASSIGNMENT TOTAL NO. OF POINTS POSSIBLE FOR 
ASSIGNMENT (Total Course Points=520)

Quizzes via Angel (11) 110
Class Exercises (11) 110
 Research Project (Reading Paper & Verbal Presentation) 100
Midterm Examination 100
Comprehensive Final Examination 100

Grading Scale
A B C D F
100-90 89-80 79-70 69-60 59-0

Academic Honesty
The policy of Avila University concerning cheating and plagiarism will be strictly enforced in this course. 

Academic dishonesty in this course is chiefly defined as the use or submission of the work of others as one’s own 
(i.e., plagiarism from print or internet sources, other students, etc.)  Plagiarism takes three basic forms:  1) the failure 
to cite the words and ideas of others in one’s written work, 2) the verbatim (i.e., word-for-word) quotation of words 
without the use of quotation marks, 3) and poor paraphrasing of others’ words (i.e., the failure to translate or 
summarize the words of others into one’s own words.)  Any instance of cheating or plagiarism on in-class 
assignments will result in an “F” in the course and a letter detailing the offense will be sent to the student’s academic 
advisor, extra-curricular advisor (when applicable,) and the Dean of Academic Affairs.  The letter to the Dean of 
Academic Affairs will then be placed in the student’s permanent academic record at Avila University.  Instances of 
cheating or plagiarism on typewritten assignments (e. g., research papers) will be punished in the following manner:

 1. First Offense:  The student must rewrite the written assignment within the time period designated by the 
instructor. In addition, a letter detailing the offense will be submitted to the student’s academic advisor or 
advisors and extra-curricular advisor (when applicable.)

 2. Second Offense:  The student will receive an “F” in the course and will be asked not to attend class for the 
rest of the semester.  In addition, a letter detailing the offense will be submitted to the student’s academic 
advisor or advisors, extra-curricular advisor (when applicable), and the Dean of Academic Affairs. The letter to 
the Dean of Academic Affairs will then be placed in the student’s permanent academic record at Avila 
University.
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Attendance/Absence Policy
Regular attendance is highly recommended for this course.  Poor attendance will most likely result in a 

poor course grade. Excused absences will only be granted for the examinations and the research project (reading 
paper and verbal presentation) under the following conditions. There are no excused absences for class exercises or 
Angel quizzes.  The instructor also reserves the right to give a comparable yet not identical make-up examination to 
all students meeting the criteria for excused absences.  Students not meeting these criteria will receive an “F” (0 
points) for the assignment in question.

Criteria for Excused Absences
Excused absences will only be granted for the examinations and research project (verbal presentation and 
research paper) under the following conditions:
 1. if the student notifies the instructor via telephone or e-mail within twenty-four hours before or after the 

assignment in question,

 2. if the absence is due to extraordinary circumstances (i.e., serious illness requiring a visit to either a physician 
or the university clinic, significant work-related activities, or extreme family emergency,)

 3. if accompanied by written documentation relevant to the situation and if that documentation is presented 
immediately upon return,

 4. if the work is completed in a timely fashion (i.e., preferably within one week of the original deadline.)

Quizzes (Angel)
To ensure proper preparation outside of class by all class members and, thereby, improve productivity in the 
classroom during discussions, eleven (11) quizzes will be administered this semester using Angel (i.e., the online 
course management system used here at Avila.)  Students should go to the Angel homepage via the Avila University 
homepage, then simply type the course name or instructor name, then follow the directions therein.  (See the “Angel 
Directions” section below for more help.)  Quizzes will generally consist of short essays, short-answer questions, 
fill-in-the-blank items, or multiple-choice items relevant to the assigned readings for a given class period.  Each quiz 
must be completed before the start of class as found in the course schedule.  For those working ahead, each quiz will 
be available at least one class period prior to the due date provided in the course schedule.  There are no excused 
absences for Angel quizzes.

Angel Directions 
 1. Go to Avila’s website www.avila.edu

 2. Find the Quick Links section on the lower right hand side.

 3. Click “Angel.”

 4. Then log on to Angel using your id and password.  Please note that the user id and password are case 
sensitive:

 a. If you already have a user id and password, then choose “Click here to log on” and fill in your id and 
password as prompted.  If you have enrolled in other classes that use Angel in the past, your id and 
password may have changed.

 b. If you do not have a user id and password, then you need to enter the following:

USER ID:  firstname.lastname.xx (xx=the first two numbers of your Avila student identification number.)
PASSWORD:  angelx (x=your Avila student identification number.)

 5. Enter the course number or a keyword to find the course in which you have enrolled.

 6. Follow the directions to find course assignments, etc.
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Class Exercises
The ability to read and interpret primary sources (i.e., artifacts and documents from the past) and 

understand and critically appraise secondary works (historians’ interpretations of the past) is essential to one’s 
understanding of history and training as a historian.  Each student, therefore, will participate in eleven (11) class 
exercises this semester.  In most class exercises, students will be asked to respond to questions posed by the 
instructor relevant to assigned primary sources or secondary works. In other words, each class exercise provides the 
springboard for the investigation of important questions of German history.  The challenge of these assignments is to 
balance analysis of the text (whether primary source or secondary work) itself with the placement of the text within 
the context of nineteenth-century German history generally and nineteenth-century women’s history of Germany 
specifically.  At a minimum, students are expected to have typewritten notes, which could be submitted to the 
instructor at the beginning of class.  (This insures that all students are prepared for the discussion before class.) 
Some class exercises may require written (typewritten or handwritten) work that will be due in class on the day the 
class exercise is assigned.  Once again there are no excused absences for class exercises, since they are in-class 
activities that cannot be replicated by individual students.

Midterm Examination
The midterm examination will assess each student’s understanding of the basic narrative and key historiographical 
issues of nineteenth-century Germany.  To this end, the midterm examination will consist of multiple choice 
questions culled from the multiple-choice questions posed in the Angel quizzes and from in-class lectures and 
discussions.  The midterm examination is a traditional in-class, closed-book examination (i.e., students must answer 
without the aid of notes, etc.) and is worth 100 points.  No bluebook is needed for this examination, since students 
will simply circle the correct answer on the exam itself.

Comprehensive Final Examination
Like the midterm examination, the final examination is a traditional in-class, closed-book examination (i.e., students 
must answer without the aid of notes, note cards, outlines, etc.)   The final examination is comprehensive and will 
consist of one or more essay questions. The essay questions will be provided at least one class period in advance of 
the final examination.  All examination answers must be written in a “bluebook” available in the college bookstore. 
For more, see the following sections below:  “Grading Criteria” and “Writing Essays in History.”
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Research Project
To encourage active learning and the honing of research skills in terms of both primary sources and secondary 
literature, each student must share his or her research concerning assigned topics in one ten-minute verbal 
presentation in class during the semester.  Specifically, these presentations require students to delve more deeply 
into issues raised by the documents found in the textbook entitled German Feminist Writings using the appropriate 
primary sources and secondary literature and then present one’s research before the class.  Students must use 
primary sources and secondary literature found in the Avila University library or the WILO network (i.e., 
interlibrary loan) for research.  Internet sources will also be accepted, but they must be approved in advance by the 
instructor.  The majority of works (primary and secondary) must be peer-reviewed print sources, however.  The 
research project is due on April 11, 2006.

Research Project:  Reading Paper for Verbal Presentation
The verbal presentation of one’s research must not exceed ten minutes in length.  Since most papers presented at 
major history conferences are read, students must write a “reading paper” to be read in class.  The reading paper 
itself is a formally typewritten paper complete with cover sheet, footnotes, and a bibliography.  Given that each 
student is limited to ten minutes, the reading paper will likely be five pages (typewritten) in length.  All reading 
papers must be submitted to the instructor in advance of the actual presentations.  Specifically, this means that all 
reading papers are due on April 11, 2006.) The general form of the reading paper should adhere to the following 
guidelines:

 1. Each reading paper must be approximately five (5) typewritten (double-spaced) pages in length with 
footnotes, plus a cover sheet and full bibliography.

 2.  The margins should not exceed the following guidelines:

Top Margin 1¼"
Bottom Margin 1¼"
Right Margin 1"
Left Margin 1½"

 3. All pages except the first must be numbered.

 4. Each paper must include a cover sheet with the following information: title of paper, name, instructor's name, 
course name, course number, and date.

 5. All papers must be stapled together.  Plastic covers or any other elaborate report binders are neither 
necessary, nor desirable.

 6. Students must use footnotes (i.e., Chicago Manual of Style) for citations.

Research Project:  Verbal Presentation
On the day she or he presents her or his research, students must read the reading paper submitted to the instructor on 
April 11, 2006 and provide a handout for each class member on the day of the presentation with the following 
information:

 Title of presentation

 Name of presenter

 Course number and title

 Date of presentation

 Thesis statement

 Outline of major points of verbal presentation

 List of suggested readings on the topic
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Research Project:  Class Attendance of Verbal Presentation
All class members are expected to read the documents for each day of presentation in advance, attend all 

presentations, and ask each presenter at least one question.  Questions help presenters shape his or her interpretation. 
Silence just makes the presenter (and actually everyone else) nervous and helps very little.  So help your colleagues 
and ask them questions at the appropriate time during presentations.

 Choosing a Topic
Historians must examine and analyze primary documents, pose a historical question (i.e., offer an interpretation 

or thesis) that the weight of evidence seems to answer, then provide context for one’s historical question and 
evidence using the available secondary literature.  In choosing a topic, the student should:

 1. Find out what has been done, what needs to be done, and what can be done in the context of this course with 
the materials available on reserve.

 2. Discuss the possibilities with the instructor, others doing similar research, and with those in charge of 
archival or library holdings.

 3. Choose a timely and interesting topic, both to the researcher and a scholarly audience.  Each research project 
must offer a unique interpretation of the events under study, which shows creativity, a command of historical 
method, and a clear understanding of the major issues of nineteenth-century German history.

Analysis of Primary Documents

The foundation of history is the contemplation of primary documents, which provide the building blocks of an 
interpretation of the past.  Use the following questions to help you analyze primary documents:

 1. What is general theme of each primary document?  What event or events are focused upon in it?

 2. Why did the author choose to write about the events contained in the primary document at all?  Why were the 
events described important to the person recording them or the period in which he or she lived in general?  In 
other words, why was each primary document used produced when it was?  Why was it possible for each 
primary document to exist when it was produced?

 3. Evaluate the account of events presented by the author of each primary document.  Is his or her focus 
justified?  Are the events he or she describes relevant to the overall thrust the work in general (if the primary 
document is book length, for example?)  Why or why not?  Is his or her account biased?  Why or why not? 
What evidence does the author of each primary document marshal to support his or her thesis?  Is the evidence 
he or she employs appropriate and/or sufficient to support his or her interpretation?  Why or why not?  Once 
again, use the course textbook course reader, and any relevant outside secondary works on reserve to help you 
in the evaluation of all primary documents used in the research project.

 4. How does each primary document chosen compare to others found relevant to the topic?  In other words, is 
each primary document used representative based on the limited sources available in this course?  Why or why 
not?  If a primary document is not representative, then your analysis must proceed cautiously, if at all.  It could 
be that a new interpretation or thesis is needed.

 5. What is the significance of the events described by the author of each primary document used?  Determine 
the historical significance of the events found in the primary documents using the course textbook, course 
reader, and any relevant outside secondary works (i.e., works written after the events described by modern 
historians) placed on reserve in the library.
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Context:  The Use of Secondary Literature.

Once you have thoroughly analyzed the primary documents that interest you most for your given topic, then look for 
a context in which to place your interpretation or thesis based on evidence you have found in the primary documents 
relevant to your topic.  Use the following questions to properly use secondary literature:

 1. Author Background.  Who is the author?  What is his or her field of expertise?  Where does the author teach 
or work?  Is this work one of many other publications by the author?  If so, are these publications related in any 
way to the work at hand?  What biases does the author reveal in his or her work?  How could these biases affect 
his or her interpretation?

 2. Scope and Content.  Is the topic well-defined and adequately covered?  Does the author achieve his or her 
stated purpose?  What, if anything, does the book contribute to the understanding of the historical genre or 
period chosen by the author?

 3. Structure and Coherence.  Does the book have a unifying theme or thesis?  If so, what is it?  Does it have a 
suitable introduction and conclusion?  If not, how could they be improved?  Is the book logically coherent and 
easy to follow?  Does it contain material irrelevant to its central thesis?  Does each section of the book lead the 
reader logically from point to point in the context of the book’s thesis?  Does it maintain the proper balance 
between summary and elaboration?  Is there a balance between narrative and analysis?

 4. Sources and Evidence.  Has the author found and consulted the available source materials?  Does the 
evidence presented actually support the thesis posed?  Do the generalizations and conclusions follow logically 
and persuasively from the evidence presented?

 5. View of Other Historians.  What do other historians say about the book or this topic?  Use book reviews and 
review essays from major historical journals to help you dialogue with other historians.  Also find other books 
on the same subject and compare them to the work at hand.

 6. Citation.  Do the footnotes/endnotes and bibliography follow the prescribed forms generally found in 
historical literature?  Are there enough citations?  Are there too many citations?  Does the author place material 
in the citations that should be placed in the text?  Does the author paraphrase effectively?  Does the author quote 
correctly without taking statements out of context and, thereby, changing the intended meaning?

 7. Overall Evaluation.  Evaluate the major strengths and weaknesses of the book.  Is the interpretation presented 
persuasive?  Why or why not?  How should it be revised?
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Grading Criteria
Grading Criteria: Verbal Presentations

All talks must be formal in nature and will be graded using the following criteria:

 Content.

 a. Clarity and originality of thesis statement.

 b. Clarity of introduction & conclusion.

 c. Clarity of argument/organization.

 d. Persuasiveness of thesis (clarity of links among evidence and thesis.)

 2. Delivery.

 a. Efficacy of word usage and variety of language (free of clichés, profanity, slang, and jargon.)

 b. Grammar.

 c. Poise and Enthusiasm.

 d. Propriety and efficacy of visual aids.

General Criteria for the Evaluation of Written Work
 1. Content.

 a. Clarity and originality of thesis statement.

 b. Clarity of introduction & conclusion.

 c. Clarity of argument/organization.

 d. Persuasiveness of thesis (clarity of links among evidence and thesis.)

 2. Style.

 a. Efficacy of word usage and variety of language (free of clichés, profanity, slang, and jargon.)

 b. Spelling /Grammar.

 c. Quality of transitions between sentences, paragraphs, etc.

 d. Use of active voice (i.e., using active verbs rather than passive verbs.)
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Educational Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)
Course ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Recognize what the study of history is, what historians do. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Impart knowledge of the major issues or questions of nineteenth-century German history. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Impart knowledge of the major issues or questions of nineteenth-century German women’s history. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Impart knowledge of the contributions of gender studies and feminist scholarship to the discipline of 
history.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Personal, Spiritual, and Social ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Demonstrate self-motivation, intellectual curiosity, and openness to differing perspectives. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Demonstrate sensitivity to socio-cultural diversity. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Address issues of social justice. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises

Communication ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Employ active listening techniques, including summarizing, paraphrasing, questioning, and nonverbal 
response.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Make a clear, well-organized verbal presentation. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Read a document and demonstrate an understanding of its written and quantitative content. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Write a clear, well-organized paper, using documentation and quantitative tools, when appropriate. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Use group process skills. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Higher Level Thinking ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Employ skeptical, evaluative and logical approaches in processing information and drawing conclusions. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 

Project, Class Exercises
Generate new images, concepts, possibilities and/or interpretations, and connect apparently disparate 
ideas.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Analyze one’s own thinking processes, including how one’s experiences, feelings, ideas, and intuition 
affect thinking.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Knowledge ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
Philosophers, theologians, writers, artists, and other great thinkers and their influence upon the 
development of civilization.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Western and non-Western experience through historical perspective. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Cultural diversity in the United States and throughout the world. Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises
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Major (History) Program ILOs
OUTCOME TYPICAL MEANS OF 

ASSESSMENT
1. Knowledge:  Identify and characterize the major periods in United States and 
World history in terms of continuity and change using relevant political, economic, 
social, religious, and cultural institutions, traditions, and beliefs.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

2. Theory:  Demonstrate an understanding of the effects of race, gender, class, 
ethnicity, or religion on the experiences of ordinary and extraordinary people of the 
past using current historical theory and methodology.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

3. Praxis: Using the “knowledge” and “theory” of the outcomes above, examine and 
analyze primary documents, pose a historical question (i.e., offer an interpretation or 
thesis) that the weight of evidence seems to answer, then provide context for one’s 
historical question and evidence using the available secondary literature synthesized 
in a well-written work of historical scholarship.

Quizzes, Examinations, Research 
Project, Class Exercises

Writing Essays in History
Content
 1. Writing history is not like writing a mystery novel.  The suspense in history comes from how you unfold your 

story, rather than from leading your readers down a twisted path to a sudden resolution in the conclusion.  This 
means that you should state your thesis clearly and lay out some of the major points you intend to use to support 
your interpretation in the introduction of your paper.  A clear thesis often does not appear until after writing the 
first draft of a paper, but this is not necessarily a negative.  It simply means that one must allow sufficient time 
for editing and revisions.

 2. Audience is a critical consideration in writing.  Your papers should not be written to the instructor because 
this invariably leads to false assumptions in terms of the clarity of the argument and the specificity of examples 
used to support it.  Write your papers in such a way so that anyone on campus (without the benefit of history 
courses) could read the paper and understand the point that you are trying to make.

 3. All written work in this course should be directed toward one goal:  “making the material one’s own.” 
Concretely, this entails a careful reading of the text, contemplation of its implications, and the composition of a 
thoughtful essay based on one’s personal “take” on the material, naturally supported with evidence.  This task is 
not easy, and requires practice.  It also absolutely demands careful editing and revisions.  Time management, 
therefore, is a must.

 4. Paraphrasing.  The most effective deterrent to plagiarism is paraphrasing.  To avoid copying the phrases of 
someone else, simply shut the book and write the idea in your own words.  Good paraphrasing requires more 
than the use of synonyms (i.e., substituting a word or two) or splicing phrases verbatim from one or two 
different sentences.  Generally speaking, every sentence must be substantially altered (i.e., only one or two 
words remain from the original sentence and the structure of the sentence has been dramatically reconstructed) 
to qualify as a good paraphrase.  It requires the translation of the ideas into your own language.  After checking 
to ensure the accuracy of the paraphrase, cite the source.

 5. General rules for writing can be found in the following sources:

Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual.  4th  Ed. Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.

Composition of Essays
Good writing absolutely demands careful editing and revisions.  Time management, therefore, is a 

must.  The following steps based on Sanford Kaye’s  Writing Under Pressure: The Quick Writing 
Process are recommended:
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 1. Preparation:  Carefully read the document and jot down preliminary notes.

 2. Timetable:  Set up a timetable for the completion of your essay, including reading, writing, editing, and 
polishing.

 3. Plan of Overall Structure: The typical structure for an essay is: introduction with thesis statement, body of 
evidence supporting the thesis, and conclusion.

 4. Provisional Thesis: Pose a tentative answer to the historical questions raised by the document or works read.

 5. Because-Clauses:  Write reason why your thesis is correct using because-clauses.  In other words:  “My thesis 
[insert thesis here] is correct because....”  The more because-clauses you can generate, the better.

 6. Analysis of Because-Clauses: Pick the best of these clauses to use in your essay.

 7. Analysis and Integration of the Other Side: Consider what the opposition might say in the following manner: 
“Although [insert opposition’s view here] has many valid points, my thesis better explains the situation 
because....”

 8. Argument-Outline:  Take the best of your because-clauses and construct an outline for your essay.

 9. Full Introduction: Write a rough draft of your introduction in which you spell out your thesis, the points you 
intend to make in the essay, and perhaps give some sense of the document.

 10. Filling in the raw draft and first cuts: Fill in your argument-outline after beginning the introduction.  (Note: 
you’re already well on your way to finishing the assignment.)

 11. Feedback:  Ask a friend to read your work to check grammar and (most importantly) the clarity of your 
argument.

 12. Second reading; improving the roughly final draft: Using the critique offered by a friend, polish your essay.

 13. Proofreading the final draft: Make sure there are no typographic errors, misspellings, etc.  Note:  a spell-
checker in a computer does not know the difference between “their” and “there.”

 14. A writing policy: Think about how much time you spent at each stage of the writing process, something that 
will help you write other papers in the future with less stress.  This means it would be wise to keep a record of 
how much time you spend as you work on the project.

 15. A mild celebration for a job well done.
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