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HISTORY 382—MODERN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY—SPRING 2019 

    

Professor: Dr. Nicole Pacino                  Class time: Monday and Wednesday, 1:00 to 2:20pm 
Office: Roberts Hall 410                                   Classroom: Roberts Hall 412 
Office phone: (256) 824-2568 
Email: Nicole.Pacino@uah.edu (I prefer you send messages to this email rather than through Canvas) 
Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30, Tuesday 11:00am to 3:00, Wednesday 11:30-12:30, and by appointment 
 

Note on Syllabus: 
This syllabus functions as an agreement between professor and student. If you decide to remain enrolled in this 
course after you have received and reviewed the syllabus you signal your acceptance of the course 
expectations and policies. Likewise, I will abide by the terms herein. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 

This course surveys the history of Latin America from the independence wars in the early nineteenth century 
until the present. Drawing upon primary documents, audio/visual materials, and works produced by historians, 
the class will explore the racial, class, and gender hierarchies that emerged out of the region’s colonial and 
precolonial past, and their impact on Latin American people’s lives. We will explore the struggle to create 
“nations” and the emergence of a neocolonial order in the nineteenth century. We will also examine the ways 
that popular mobilization against social hierarchies and political repression led to the refashioning of the 
“nation” throughout the twentieth century. Finally, the course will conclude with an examination of twenty-first-
century Latin American political and social issues. Major themes and topics include democracy, dictatorship, 
revolution, religion, and the importance of race, class, and gender. Geographically, the course will consider 
Latin America as a whole, although some countries (such as Cuba, Mexico, and Argentina) will receive more 
attention than others.  
 

This is an upper-division class with an emphasis on class discussion based on reading primary and secondary 
sources. I will provide introductory lectures when necessary, but for the most part you will be participating in 
class discussion by posing questions and encouraging debate.   
 

By the end of this course you will: 
− Be able to identify several key events and major turning points in modern Latin American history. 
− Understand the basic organizing principles of Latin American culture and society, including religion and 

spiritual beliefs, social hierarchy, gender norms, notions of community, language, and race and 
ethnicity. 

− Recognize the diverse ways that people exercised political power during the 19th and 20th centuries 
through official and extra-official channels. 

− Contextualize current events in Latin America in relation to historical processes. 
− Appreciate Latin America's diversity and historical significance. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

In order to pass the course a student must complete the following requirements: 
 

Class attendance and participation: This is one of the most important parts of the course. I am interested not 
just in you coming to class, but also in hearing what you think about the issues and ideas presented in the 
readings. Discussion requires that you are present. Attendance, therefore, is mandatory.  
 

Please be on time. I will get the class started right at 1:00. 
 

Discussion is an integral component of the classroom environment. You will learn as much from the other 
students as from me. Bring the readings to class with you, and come prepared to discuss the material in a 
respectful and serious manner. Treat your classmates the way you wish to be treated. Also come with an open 
mind and any questions you have about the readings. 
 

Readings completed before class: Note that some days have larger reading assignments than others, so plan 
ahead. 
 

The required texts for this course are: 
− Beezley, William. Judas at the Jockey Club And Other Episodes of Porfirian Mexico. Lincoln: University 

of Nebraska Press, 2004. 2nd ed.  
− Galeano, Eduardo. Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent. New 

York: Monthly Review Press, 1973. 
− Meade, Teresa. A History of Modern Latin America: 1800 to the present. 2nd edition. Wiley-Blackwell, 

2016. 
− Menchu ́, Rigoberta and Elisabeth Burgos-Debray. I, Rigoberta Menchu ́: An Indian Woman in 

Guatemala. London: Verso, 1984. 
 

Assignments 
 

1.  Map Quiz—Monday, January 14 ( in-class):  
 

A short quiz identifying the countries and capitals of Latin America and the Caribbean on a modern 
political map. Maps and terms available on Canvas. 

 

2.  Latin America in the News—Short presentation and paper: 
 

This assignment will help you think about the connection between current events and modern Latin 
American history, and it has two parts. For the first part, you will identify a news story about Latin 
America from a reputable news source, in either English or Spanish. You will give a short presentation 
in class (5 minutes or so) describing the news story AND explaining why it is significant and how it 
relates to modern Latin American history. Remember that many of your classmates will not have read 
the same news story, so take care to describe the story in a way that is accessible to everyone in the 
classroom. For the second part, you will turn in a 2 page summary and analysis of the news story that is 
similar to the presentation: briefly summarize the news story, but most importantly, explain its 
significance and connection to the history we are studying in class. You might explain the significance 
in relation to major class themes, or make connections to historical moments or events that we have 
studied. Make sure you correctly cite the article, including the author, title, publication, and a link.  
 

You can find reputable news relating to Latin America in any major national or international newspaper 
(I tend to favor The Guardian or BBC), or Google or Yahoo news will typically have a link to “world 
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news” that will contain Latin American stories. For students that can read Spanish, I encourage you to 
consult national newspapers in different Latin American countries. Here is a good resource for links to 
regional and national news sources: http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/news/. The Latin American Post is 
another excellent resource (http://www.latinamericanpost.com/), as is Latin American Current Events 
(http://latinamericacurrentevents.com/). I’m also partial to Upside Down World 
(http://upsidedownworld.org/main/).  
 

3.  Five Primary Source Essays—Turn in hard copy in class on the day we discuss the 
reading: 

 

This assignment is designed to help you think about a primary source or a group of primary sources in 
depth prior to class discussion. I have assigned primary source readings for every class meeting. You 
will turn in five of these essays during the semester, including at least one from each section of the 
class. You may choose to do more than five, and I will record the best overall grades.  

 

When you choose to turn in one of these essays, you will write a two-page analysis of either a single 
primary source, or a comparative analysis of two or more primary sources (your choice). Avoid 
summarizing the document (remember, I’ve read it too!). Instead, offer a thoughtful, critical assessment 
of the source that considers the following questions: Who is the author? When was the source written 
and in what context? Who was the intended audience? What is the purpose of the source (provide 
factual information or evidence? Persuade someone to act? Etc.)? How do the author’s gender, race, 
and socioeconomic class shape their perspective, and how do they compare to those of the people 
about whom he or she is writing? What unspoken assumptions or biases are detectable in the source? 
How do other contemporary sources compare with this one? Use these questions as a guide to help 
shape your understanding of the document, but be careful to distinguish between the thoughts and 
ideas in the document, and your thoughts and ideas about the document. This means you should 
articulate a clear analysis about what the document tells us about modern Latin American history. 
 

4.  Three Short Papers—Turn in hard copy in class on the day we discuss the reading: 
 

These short papers will help you analyze and assess the assigned books prior to class discussion. These 
papers will be roughly two pages in length and will be due on the day we discuss the book in class. For 
each paper you will respond to the specific question listed below: 

− For William Beezley’s Judas at the Jockey Club And Other Episodes of Porfirian Mexico—Due 
in class on Wednesday, February 6: What does Beezley’s book teach us generally about life in 
Porfirian Mexico, and specifically about common attitudes toward modernization? 

− For Eduardo Galeano’s Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a 
Continent—Due in class on Monday, March 11: What is Galeano’s main argument, and how 
does he support it? How convincing do you find his argument? 

− For Rigoberta Menchu ́’s I, Rigoberta Menchu ́: An Indian Woman in Guatemala—Due in class 
on Monday, April 8: How does Menchu ́ frame her story? What does she emphasize, and why 
do you think she tells her story in this way? 

 

5.  Midterm—Upload to Turn-it- in Dropbox in Canvas by 5pm on Sunday, March 3: 
 

This exam will be a take home essay that will be due Sunday, March 3 by 5pm. I will give you several 
questions a week ahead of time. You will choose one question to answer in an argumentative, well-
written, proofread essay. These questions will focus on major themes, big questions, key events, or 
change over time from the first part of the course. 
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Your response will be 4-6 pages in length in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins 
and page numbers. It will contain a thesis that answers the question and use specific examples as 
supporting evidence. You should use your notes and the readings for this class, taking care to cite 
articles, books, and primary sources according to MLA or Chicago Manual of Style standards.  

 

6.  Final: Upload to Turn-it- in Dropbox in Canvas by 5pm on Friday, Apri l  26: 
 

Like the midterm, the final exam will be a take home essay that will be due Friday, April 26. I will give 
you several questions a week ahead of time. You will choose one question to answer in an 
argumentative, well-written, proofread essay. These questions will focus on major themes, big 
questions, or key events, or change over time from the second part of the course. 

 

Your response will be 4-6 pages in length in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins 
and page numbers. It will contain a thesis that answers the question and use specific examples as 
supporting evidence. You should use your notes and the readings for this class, taking care to cite 
articles, books, and primary sources according to MLA or Chicago Manual of Style standards.  
 

7.  Participation and Attendance: 
 

Participation: Students are expected to participate in class discussions. Forms of participation include 
engaging in large class discussions, participating in small group discussions, asking the professor 
questions, and listening to the professor and fellow students. Excellent participation can elevate a 
borderline grade.  

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend class, and I will take attendance at the beginning of each 
class. If you are late to class, it is your responsibility to see me to find out what you missed. Failure to 
attend class regularly or excessive lateness will hurt your class participation grade. 

 

GRADES 
 

Your grades are a reflection of the work you have done and the effort you have put into it. If you don’t 
understand why you received a certain grade, come see me and I will be happy to explain it to you. If you want 
to contest a grade, please wait 24 hours and provide a written argument as to why you think you deserve a 
better grade.   
 

The grade distribution will be as follows: 
      
Map Quiz       5% 
Latin America in the News Presentation  10% 
Primary Source Essays     20% 
Short Papers      15% 
Midterm     15% 
Final       20%    
Attendance and Participation   15% 
    
Broadly speaking, this is how I view each of the following course grades: 
 

A You fulfilled the course requirements in an exemplary way. It is clear that you worked hard: you always 
came to class prepared, were thoroughly engaged in class discussions or group work, and consistently turned 
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in assignments on time. You demonstrated that you learned and can apply the majority of the course’s key 
concepts. The quality of your work was outstanding. 
 

B You fulfilled the course requirements well. You were consistently present in class, generally prepared, 
often contributed to group discussion, and turned in assignments on time. You demonstrated that you learned 
and can apply many of the course’s key concepts. The quality of your work was good. 
 

C  You fulfilled the course requirements. You may have missed multiple classes or turned in assignments 
late. When you were in class, you were sometimes prepared and occasionally contributed to class discussion. 
You demonstrated that you learned and can apply some of the course’s key concepts, though you may not 
have a cohesive and/or critical understanding of the course material. The quality of your work was adequate. 
 

D You fulfilled all the major course requirements. You may have missed multiple classes or turned in 
assignments late. When you were in class, you were seldom prepared and infrequently contributed to class 
discussion. The quality of your work was less than adequate. 
 

F You did not complete the course requirements.  
 
GENERAL COURSE POLICIES: 
 

Respectful Course Atmosphere: Every student must treat every other student with respect. This includes 
listening when other students speak and making contributions to class discussion that respect the race, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, nationality, social class, etc. of your fellow students. Students should also 
refrain from private conversations with each other, from using cell phones (talking, text messaging, and surfing), 
and from using laptop computers for purposes other than note taking or accessing readings. 
 

Late Work/Make-Up Work: In order to preserve fairness to those students who complete their work on time, 
you will lose ten points off your final assignment grade for every day that your papers are late.  
 

Attendance/Tardiness 
Students are expected to attend class. Lateness, except in extreme circumstances, is not acceptable. Chronic 
lateness and/or unexcused absences (except for serious illness, bereavement, legal proceedings, etc.) will 
reduce your participation grade. It will also very likely reduce your grades on your written work. 
 

Office hours 
I encourage everyone to visit me in office hours at least once, if not several times, throughout the semester. I 
am ALWAYS willing to meet with students, so if you cannot make my office hours please email me and we will 
arrange an alternate time. Keep in mind that it is a lot easier to avoid potential hazards early than to fix them 
after they have become a problem, so if you see trouble on the horizon, talk to me ASAP. 
 

Email 
Always, treat an email exchange as a professional communication. Please address me by name, use 
appropriate language, and sign your name. Please include a subject heading indicating that your email pertains 
to HY 382. Please allow adequate time for me to respond to emails. If you do not check your email account 
regularly, make sure that your emails are forwarded to another account.  
 

Statement on Disability 
The University of Alabama in Huntsville will make reasonable accommodations for students with documented 
disabilities. If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may be eligible for academic 
accommodations. Students should identify themselves to the Disability Support Services Office (256-824-1997 
or Wilson Hall, Room 317) and their instructor as soon as possible to coordinate accommodations. 



 

 
6 

Canvas: 
I will post the course syllabus, readings, and other materials to Canvas, all in PDF or Word format or as links. 
Because many of these materials will not be distributed in class, you must acquaint yourself with how to use 
Canvas early in the semester to have access to all materials. 
 

Academic Honesty: 
Your exams and papers must adhere to standards of academic honesty. The work you submit must be your 
own work, not the work of a friend, published scholar, website creator, or internet paper mill. You must submit 
papers newly prepared for this class. Papers previously or simultaneously submitted for other classes will not be 
accepted. You must also paraphrase properly the ideas you gain from your research and provide proper 
citations in your paper for every idea or example you use that comes from another scholar’s work, whether 
quoted or paraphrased.  
 

If you are caught plagiarizing, you will automatically receive a zero for the assignment and you might fail the 
course. Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas and presenting them as your own.  It is the worst 
crime you can commit in the intellectual world. If you are unsure about what plagiarism is or how to avoid it, 
please ask me. All incidents of plagiarism will be reported.  
 

Consent to use Turnitin.com 
In order to discourage plagiarism, UAH is now using a service called Turnitin.com. You will be required to 
submit your papers to turnitin.com via a drop box in Canvas in addition to submitting a hard copy to me. The 
hard copy and the electronic copy must be the same paper. If you do not submit your work to Turnitin.com you 
will receive an automatic grade of zero.  
 

University Statement on Turnitin.com: UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic 
honesty as defined in the Student Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor reserves the right to utilize electronic 
means to help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included 
as source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism 
in such documents. The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as 
additional information about the company, are described at www.uah.edu/library/turnitin. 

 
SCHEDULE 

*I reserve the right to make changes to the course schedule with appropriate advance notice. 
*If class is cancelled due to inclement weather, we will continue to follow the schedule below.  

 

 
 
 
 

Date Topic Textbook 

Reading 

Due 

Articles AND Primary Source Readings  Homework/ 

Assignment 

Due 

Mon. 
Jan. 7 

Class introduction   ARTICLE: Peter Winn, “A View from the 
South” 
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Section 1: Nineteenth-century Polit ics and Nation-Building 
 

Wed. 
Jan. 9 

Challenges of 
Nationhood 
 
 

Meade, ch. 3 
(for students 
that took the 
colonial class, 
focus on pgs. 
77-83 
 
 

ARTICLES: “Independence and Slavery” and 
“What Independence Meant for Women”  
 

ARTICLE: Marixa Lasso, “Revisiting 
Independence Day: Afro-Colombian Politics 
and Creole Patriot Narratives, Cartagena, 
1809-1815” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Writings of Simon Bolivar 
on Slave Emancipation and Recruitment  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 1 

Mon. 
Jan. 14 

Caudillos 
 
  

Meade, pgs. 
84-97 
 
 

ARTICLE: Jeffrey Shumway, “Juan Manuel de 
Rosas: Authoritarian Caudillo and Primitive 
Populist” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Domingo Faustino 
Sarmiento on “Rosas’ Ribbons and Rituals”  

MAP QUIZ 
 
Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 2 

Wed. 
Jan. 16 

Liberalism and 
Conservativism 
 
   

Meade, pgs. 
97-109  
 
 

ARTICLE: Aleezé Sattar, “Indígena or 
Ciudadano? Republican Laws and Highland 
Indian Communities in Ecuador, 1820-1857” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Liberalism and its Limits: 
Guillermo Prieto on Patriarchy, Politics, and 
Provincial Peoples”  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 3 

Mon. 
Jan. 21 

NO CLASS—
HAPPPY MLK DAY 

    
 

   

Wed. 
Jan. 23 

Export Economies 
 
   

Meade, pgs. 
110-127 

ARTICLE: Victor Bulmer-Thomas, “The Export 
Sector” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “The Guano Boom”  
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Cuba: Sugar and Coffee 
Production 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 4 

Mon. 
Jan. 28 

Caribbean Politics 
 
  

Meade, pgs. 
127-139 

ARTICLE: Ada Ferrer, “Cuba, 1898: 
Rethinking Race, Nation, and Empire” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: José Martí, “Our 
America”  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 5 

Wed. 
Jan. 30 
 
 
 
 

Immigration and the 
Continuation of 
Slavery 
 

Meade, pgs. 
140-152 

WEBSITE: NPR, “Brazil Enslaved,”  
http://www.npr.org/2015/09/12/439257489/b
razil-enslaved 
(listen to the story and look at the pictures) 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Debating the “Free 
Womb” Law in Brazil, 1871  
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Cuban Slave Accounts  
 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 6 
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Mon. 
Feb. 4 

Building the Nation: 
Modernization, 
Order, and Progress  
 
  

Meade, pgs. 
152-160  

ARTICLE: Rossana Barragán, “The Census 
and the Making of a Social ‘Order’ in 
Nineteenth-century Bolivia”  
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Benito Juárez, “The 
Triumph of the Republic, 1867” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Argentine Perspectives 
on Order and Progress 
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Modernity and the 
Emergence of the Nation State  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 7 

 
Section 2: The Twentieth-Century, 1890-1960 
 

Wed. 
Feb. 6 

Life in the Porfiriato  
 

 William Beezley, Judas at the Jockey Club 
and Other Episodes of Porfirian Mexico 

SHORT 
ESSAY 1  

Mon. 
Feb. 11 

The Mexican 
Revolution 
 
  

Meade, ch. 7 PRIMARY SOURCES: Revolutionary Mexico 
 

IN CLASS: Tony Essex and Alec Mango, The 
Ragged Revolution: The Romance and the 
Reality of the Mexican Revolution, 1910 to 
1920 (New York: Cinema Guild, 2005). 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 8 

Wed. 
Feb. 13 

Post-Revolutionary 
Mexico 
 
  

 ARTICLE: Selections from The Mexico Reader  
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Post-Revolutionary 
Mexico  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 9 

Mon. 
Feb. 18 

Socialism, Feminism, 
and Challenges to 
the Established 
Order 

Meade, ch. 8 PRIMARY SOURCES: Socialist Perspectives 
from Argentina and Peru  
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Maria Lacerda de Moura 
Advocates Women’s Self-Realization through 
Free Love and Conscientious Maternity”  
 

WEBSITE: Mexican Muralism: Los Tres 
Grandes David Alfaro Siqueiros, Diego 
Rivera, and José Clemente Orozco, 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art
-1010/art-between-wars/latin-american-
modernism1/a/mexican-muralism-los-tres-
grandes-david-alfaro-siqueiros-diego-rivera-
and-jos-clemente-orozco AND 
Rivera, “Dream of a Sunday Afternoon in 
Almeda Central Park,” 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art
-1010/art-between-wars/latin-american-
modernism1/a/rivera-dream-of-a-sunday-
afternoon-in-alameda-central-park 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 10 



 

 
9 

Wed. 
Feb. 20  

Populists and 
Dictators  

Meade, ch. 9 PRIMARY SOUCES: Populists: Peru, Mexico, 
Brazil, Argentina, and Colombia  
 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 11 

Mon. 
Feb. 25 

Post-WWII Politics 
and Economics  

Meade, pgs. 
218-230 
 

ARTICLE: Victor Bulmer-Thomas, “War and 
the New International Economic Order” 
 

ARTICLE: Joshua Salyers, “Oscar Lewis, 
Urban Poverty, and The Children of Sánchez” 
(read first 17 pages, the rest if interested) 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Raúl Prebish, “Economic 
Dependency”  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 12  

Wed. 
Feb. 27 

Revolution in 
Guatemala and 
Bolivia 

Meade, pgs. 
230-240 
 
 

ARTICLE: Kenneth Lehman, “Revolutions and 
Attributions: Making Sense of Eisenhower 
Administration Policies in Bolivia and 
Guatemala” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Bolivian Revolution 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 13  

Sun. 
Mar. 3 

Midterm due in 
Canvas by 5pm 

  MIDTERM 

 
Section 3: Revolution and Reaction in the late Twentieth Century 
 

Mon. 
Mar. 4 

The Cuban 
Revolution:  
Origins 
 

Meade, pgs. 
239-250 

PRIMARY SOURCES: The Cuban Revolution:  
Origins (one is a secondary source) 
 

 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 14  

Wed. 
Mar. 6 

The Cuban 
Revolution: 
Aftermath 

Meade, pgs. 
250-259  
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: The Cuban Revolution: 
Aftermath (some of these are secondary 
sources) 

 

IN CLASS: Visit with José Betancourt 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 15 

Mon. 
Mar. 11  

Political and 
Economic Critiques 

  
 

Eduardo Galeano, The Open Veins of Latin 
America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of 
Continent 

SHORT 
ESSAY 2 

Wed. 
Mar. 13  

Revolution and 
Dictatorship (I)—
Brazil, Mexico, Chile 
(focus on Chile) 

Meade, pgs. 
260-270  
 

ARTICLE: Elena Poniatowska, “The Student 
Movement of 1968” (Mexico) 
 

PRIMARCY SOURCES: The Chilean Road to 
Socialism and Dictatorship   
 

WEBSITE: Chilean arpilleras, 
https://slate.com/human-
interest/2014/09/history-of-quilting-arpilleras-
made-by-chilean-women-to-protest-
pinochet.html 
 

IN CLASS: Visit with Claudio Morales 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 16 
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Mar. 18-
20 

NO CLASS—
SPRING BREAK!   

     

Mon. 
Mar. 25 

Revolution and 
Dictatorship (II)—
Uruguay, Argentina, 
Peru  
(focus on Argentina) 
 
 

Meade, pgs. 
270-286  
 

ARTICLE: Marguerite Feitlowitz, “The 
Gentleman’s Coup” 
 

WEBSITE: ESPN, “While the World 
Watched,” 
http://espn.go.com/espn/feature/story/_/id/1
1036214/while-world-watched-world-cup-
brings-back-memories-argentina-dirty-war 
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: Argentina’s Dictatorship 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Maoist People’s War, 
According to Abimael Guzmán” (Peru) 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 17  

Wed. 
Mar. 27 

Race in Modern 
Brazil 

  
 

ARTICLE: Emilia Viotta da Costa, “The Myth 
of Racial Democracy” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Gilberto Freyre, “Mestizo 
Pride” 
 

IN CLASS: Henry Louis Gates, Black in Latin 
America: Brazil (PBS Distribution, 2011), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gh7c46U
5hhY 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 18  

 
Section 4: Recent Latin America 
 

Mon. 
Apr. 1  

Liberation Theology 
 

Meade, pgs. 
287-292  

ARTICLE: Jeffrey Klaiber, “Prophets and 
Populists: Liberation Theology, 1968-1988” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Ernesto Cardenal, “The 
Church in the Nicaraguan Revolution” 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 19 

Wed. 
Apr. 3 

Armed Insurrection 
and Civil War in 
Central America 
 
 

Meade, pgs. 
292-311 

PRIMARY SOURCE: The Nicaraguan 
Revolution 
 

ARTICLE: Alma Guillermoprieto, “Managua, 
1990” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Massacre in El Mozote”  

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 20  

Mon. 
Apr. 8 

Guatemala’s Civil 
War 

  
 

Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchú, An 
Indian Woman in Guatemala 

SHORT 
ESSAY 3 
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Wed. 
Apr. 10 

Colombia: The 
FARC and the War 
on Drugs 
 

Meade, pgs. 
311-317 

ARTICLE: “Drugs and Civil Conflict”  
  

PRIMARY SOURCES: The FARC and 
Colombia’s Drug War 
 

NEWS ARTICLE: “Colombia: Fragile Peace a 
Year after FARC Referendum,” 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/
2017/10/colombia-fragile-peace-year-farc-
referendum-171002065629390.html 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 21 

Mon. 
Apr. 15 

Leftist Movements: 
Indigenous Rights 
and the Pink Tide 
 
 

Meade,  
ch. 14 

ARTICLE: Shannan Mattiace, “From 
Indigenismo to Indigenous Movements in 
Ecuador and Mexico”  
 

PRIMARY SOURCES: The New Latin American 
Left  
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “We Are All Presidents: 
Evo Morales and the Challenges of an 
Indigenous-Popular Government in Bolivia” 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 22 

Wed. 
Apr. 17 

Latin America in the 
late 20th and early 
21st centuries: Focus 
on Mexico 

Meade, 
ch. 15 
 

ARTICLE: Louie Matrisciano, “The Turning 
Point of the PRI: An Analysis of the 1988 
Presidential Election in Mexico” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Wayne Cornelius, 
“Mexicans Would Not Be Bought or 
Coerced” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: EZLN, “First Declaration 
from the Lacandona Jungle” 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE: “Guide for the Mexican 
Migrant,” 
https://www.dallas.org/content/mexicos-
official-guide-mexican-migrant 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 23 

Mon. 
Apr. 22 

Contemporary 
Issues and Politics 

 PRIMARY SOURCE: “Verónica Michelle 
Bachelet Jeria: A Woman President” 
 

READ AT LEAST 4 OF THE FOLLOWING 
NEWS ARTICLES:  
 

“It Is Not a Natural Disaster”: Dana Frank on 
How U.S.-Backed Coup in Honduras Fueled 
Migrant Crisis,” 
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/11/28/i
t_is_not_a_natural_disaster?fbclid=IwAR2zore
JauGRRu3XAtRqYj-
WtQpD2CjMvS4Uoi29TZqyI3QPH_jjcWWlgm
Y 
 

Primary 
Source 
Essay, 
Option 24 
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“Why is Venezuela Spiraling Out of Control?” 
https://nacla.org/news/2018/05/18/why-
venezuela-spiraling-out-control 
 

“Environmental Conflicts in Latin America and 
the Caribbean,” 
https://publish.illinois.edu/iaslibrary/2018/08/
28/environmental-conflicts-in-latin-america-
the-caribbean/ 
 

“In a First for Latin America, Uruguay Rolls 
out Program Legalizing Marijuana,” 
https://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-
americas/la-fg-uruguay-marijuana-20161109-
story.html 
 

“Jair Bolsonaro Wins Brazil’s Presidency, in a 
Shift to the Far Right,” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/28/world/
americas/jair-bolsonaro-brazil-election.html 
 

“Bolivia Tells President His Time is Up. He 
isn’t Listening,” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/28/world/
americas/bolivia-evo-morales-elections.html 
 

“Families are Still Being Separated at the 
Border, Months After ‘Zero Tolerance’ was 
Reversed,” 
https://www.propublica.org/article/border-
patrol-families-still-being-separated-at-
border-after-zero-tolerance-immigration-
policy-reversed 
 

“Meet the Women Fighting One of the 
World’s Most Oppressive Anti-Abortion 
Laws,” https://narratively.com/meet-women-
fighting-one-worlds-oppressive-anti-abortion-
laws/ 

 

Fri. 
Apr. 26 

Final Exam due in 

Canvas by 5pm 

  FINAL 

 

 


