
German 431 / German 555 – The German Physiognomic Tradition  
Fall 2009 – M W F – 2:30pm-3:20pm / HSS 219 
Prof. Daniel H. Magilow  Office Hours:    Course website: 
eMail: dmagilow@utk.edu  Mondays: 1-2pm   Online@UT 
Phone: (865)974-7163  Wednesdays: 10-11am 
Office: 705 McClung Tower  or by appointment  
 
Course Description  
Standardized college tests, racial profiling—and National Socialist ideology—all assume 
that the human body is an object to be read, mapped, measured, and controlled. This 
course examines the development of the physiognomic tradition with an emphasis on its 
development in the German context. The course examines physiognomy as a sign system, 
as an evolving set of visual conventions that structure the reading of the human body as a 
text. Class and readings in German and English. 
 
Required Course Materials 
A. Sander, Face of Our Time (Schirmer/Mosel, ISBN: 388814292X) 
Course Reader (Blackboard Course Website) 
 
Blackboard Course Website 
This course has a website where you can find the readings and announcements, which 
you can access at http://online.utk.edu. If you miss class, check the site for assignments 
before you ask me! If you prefer to use your UT account or another eMail rather than 
your Online@UT eMail address, it is your responsibility to reroute your eMail 
accordingly. For instructions, see: http://online.utk.edu/pdf/routingemail.pdf 
 
Testing and Evaluation                                                                           
Students will be evaluated according to the following criteria:  
Students will be evaluated according to the following criteria:  
2 Klausuren (in- class writing assignments) 30% x 2 = 60%  
2 unannounced reading quizzes    5% x 2 = 10%  
1 Final Essay     

     Total = 100% 
30% x 1 = 30%  

 
All writing assignments, quizzes, and essays must be turned-in/taken on the scheduled 
day. If you fail to show up for any scheduled writing assignment or fail to turn in an 
assignment without having prior permission, you earn a zero. Prior permission is 
defined as 24 hours advance notice. There are no extra credit assignments for this class, 
so please work hard and do well the first time! Furthermore, there are no grades for class 
participation. I expect you, as university students, to participate actively. 
 
Statement on Academic Integrity 
An essential feature of The University of Tennessee-Knoxville is a commitment to 
maintaining an atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. You are 
expected to abide by all university policies as stated in Hilltopics.  

Attendance and Punctuality Policy 
Daily attendance in class is required, not optional. Attendance will be taken through a 
sign-in sheet that you are to initial each day. It is your responsibility to make sure that 
you register your attendance when it is passed around, not after class. You will be 
allowed a maximum of five absences for any reason (legitimate or illegitimate) during the 
semester without penalty. If you know you will be absent and can send me an eMail 
beforehand, please do so. Beginning with the sixth absence, however, your grade will 
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drop by one half of a letter grade (A to A-, B+ to B, C+ to C, etc.).  You are 
responsible for keeping track of how many times you have been absent. Punctuality is 
also expected. Consistent tardiness or leaving class early might be counted as an absence. 
I will completely excuse students for extended absences for sickness, death in the family, 
etc., if the need for the absence can be verified. Students who must miss class for a 
prolonged time and for a serious reason must show written proof (e.g., doctor's note on 
office letterhead with telephone number) to have the absences excused. The same applies 
to absences due to official university business (e.g. band trips, athletic events).  

Film Screenings 
The three films (Unveiled, The Last Laugh, and Jud Süss) are required course meetings. 
Please make arrangements in advance so you can attend these screenings, which take 
place on Thursdays at 7:00pm in the auditorium in Hodges Library. 

Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy 
Turn off all cell phones, pagers, or other devices that might beep before class. I prefer 
that you not use computers in class. Any use must be limited to note taking (i.e. no web-
browsing / Facebook / eMail). Violation of this policy will adversely affect your grade.   

Disability Services 
The official policy at UTK reads as follows: “If you need course adaptations or 
accommodations because of a documented disability or if you have emergency 
information to share, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 191 Hoskins 
Library at 974-6087.  This will ensure that you are properly registered for services.” 

Questions and Office Hours 
If you have any questions about this syllabus or any concerns in general, please contact 
me by eMail or by attending my office hours (listed at the top of the syllabus). I much 
prefer to work actively with students during the semester to help them learn and achieve 
the grades they desire and deserve rather than have to sort through misunderstandings at 
semester’s end and be put on trial for my grading practices. Please work together with me 
to make this possible! 

Course Plan  
The next page describes the readings for the semester. If I perceive the need to amend 
these readings, they may be changed at my discretion, although we will discuss any such 
changes in class beforehand. 
 
 For 555 Students 

There are additional requirements for students who are enrolled for graduate credit: 
 
 Seminar Paper – The final paper is to be longer and more in-depth. I will 

provide more details later in the semester. 
 

 Leading Discussion – Each graduate student is to sign-up to introduce material 
twice. You goal should not be simply to lecture on the readings but rather to 
find engaging ways to introduce material to your peers. This task is intended to 
give you more experience teaching material aside from German language. 



 
German 431 / 555 

Images of Nature and the Body in German Culture: 
The German Physiognomic Tradition 

 
Wed Aug 19 Course Introduction 
Fri Aug 21 

Why Physiognomy? 

Contemporary articles about physiognomy  
Mon Aug 24 Zedler articles; Classic sources on physiognomy from Schmölders 
Wed Aug 26 Descartes, Meditations on the First Philosophy, Parts 2- 4 
Fri Aug 28 Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution” 
Mon Aug 31 Gray, “Physiognomic Surface Hermeneutics” (xxix-xlix) 
Wed Sept 2 Benthien, “Boundary Metaphors: Skin in Language” 
Fri Sept 4 Blumenbach, De generis humani varietate … (excerpts) FILM – Sept 3 
Mon Sept 7 LABOR DAY 
Wed Sept 9 

Physiognomy and 
Tradition 

Kant, “Über die verschiedenen Rassen der Menschen” 
Fri Sept 11 “ 
Mon Sept 14 Lavater, Physiognomische Fragmente  
Wed Sept 16 “ 
Fri Sept 18 Lichtenberg, “Über Schwänze” 
Mon Sept 21 Schiller, “Der Verbrecher aus verlorener Ehre” 
Wed Sept 23 “ 
Fri Sept 25  “ 
Mon Sept 28 KLAUSUR I 
Wed Sept 30  

 
 
 
 
 

Physiognomy and 
Modernity 

 

Balázs, Der Sichtbare Mensch (excerpts) 
Fri Oct 2 Eisner, Murnau (excerpts) FILM – Oct 1 
Mon Oct 5 Lombroso, (selected essays) 
Wed Oct 7 Loos, “Ornament und Verbrechen” 
Fri Oct 9 Gray, “Envisioning the Invisible” 
Mon Oct 12 Döblin, “Über Gesichter…”; Uecker, “The Face of the Weimar Republic” 
Wed Oct 14 Sander, Antlitz der Zeit  
Fri Oct 16 FALL BREAK 
Mon Oct 19 Kafka, “In der Strafkolonie” 
Wed Oct 21 “ 
Fri Oct 23 “ 
Mon Oct 26 Benthien, “The Strangeness of Skin” 
Wed Oct 28 Benjamin, “Deutsche Briefe” 
Fri Oct 30 Benjamin, Deutsche Menschen (excerpts) 
Mon Nov 2 “ 
Wed Nov 4 

Physiognomy and Race 
(National Socialism) 

Hitler, Mein Kampf (excerpts) 
Fri Nov 6 Günther, Rassenkunde Europas (excerpts) FILM – Nov 5 
Mon Nov 9 Hauff, Jud Süss  
Wed Nov 11 “ 
Fri Nov 13 “ 
Mon Nov 16 Bussmann, “Degenerate Art: A Look at a Useful Myth” 
Wed Nov 18 Catalogue for Entartete Kunst  
Fri Nov 20 KLAUSUR II 
Mon Nov 23  

Physiognomic Legacies 
Gilman, Making the Body Beautiful (excerpts) 

Wed Nov 25 “ 
Fri Nov 27 THANKSGIVING 
Mon Nov 30 Course Conclusion 
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