
German 433 – Nation, Race, Ethnicity: Germans as Victims?  
Spring 2008 – T Th 9:40 – 10:55 in HSS 220 
Prof. Daniel H. Magilow  Office Hours:     Course website: 
eMail: dmagilow@utk.edu  Tues: 1:00pm – 2:00pm   Online@UT 
Phone: (865)974-7163  Wed: 11:00am – 12:00noon  
Office: 705 McClung Tower  or by appointment  
 
Course Description  
Germany’s perpetration of the Holocaust has dominated postwar memories of World War II. But in recent 
years, Germans have become increasingly willing to address a long-taboo subject: their own victimization 
at the end of the war. This course examines the history of the “Germans as victims” discourse as well as 
recent novels, films, and non-fiction works that explicitly address German suffering: the carpet bombings 
of German towns, the forced expulsion of ethnic Germans from East Central Europe, and the widespread 
sexual abuse of German women by occupying soldiers. What do texts about German victimhood—and the 
heated public debates they subsequently generated—say about memory culture in Germany? Is this new 
discourse a sign of a genuine coming to terms with past crimes or is it a disconcerting form of cultural 
amnesia? Readings in German and English. Classroom discussion in German. 
 
Required Course Materials    
W.G. Sebald, Luftkrieg und Literatur (Fischer, ISBN-10: 3596148634) 
E. Nossack, Der Untergang (Suhrkamp, ISBN-10: 3518015230) 
G. Grass, Im Krebsgang (dtv, ISBN-10: 3423131764) 
H.U. Treichel, Der Verlorene (Suhrkamp, ISBN-10: 3518395610) 
Course Reader (Online)    
 
Film Screenings (Attendance Mandatory) 
Wednesday, February 18, 7:00-10:00pm  All screenings take place  
Wednesday, March 4, 7:00-10:00pm   in Hodges Auditorium 
Wednesday, March  25, 7:00-10:00pm 
 
Blackboard Course Website 
This course has a website where you can find the readings and announcements, which you can access at 
http://online.utk.edu. If you miss class, check the site for assignments before you ask me! If you prefer to 
use your UT account or another eMail rather than your Online@UT eMail address, it is your responsibility 
to reroute your eMail accordingly. For instructions, see: http://online.utk.edu/pdf/routingemail.pdf
 
Testing and Evaluation                                                                           
Students will be evaluated according to the following criteria:  
2 75 minute in-class tests  25%   x  2 = 50%                                                                                             
2 Unannounced in-class quizzes   5%   x  2 = 10% 
1 Film Response assignment   10%   x  1 = 10% 
1 Short paper    20%   x  1 = 30%    

Total  = 100% 
 
All tests and quizzes must be taken on the scheduled day. If you fail to show up for any test or fail to 
turn in an assignment without having obtained permission prior to the test/presentation, you earn a 
zero. Prior permission is defined as 24 hours advance notice. There are no extra credit assignments for 
this class, so please work hard and do well the first time! Furthermore, there are no grades for class 
presentation because I expect you, as university students, to participate actively. 
 

mailto:dmagilow@utk.edu
mailto:Online@UT
http://online.utk.edu/
http://online.utk.edu/pdf/routingemail.pdf


Statement on Academic Integrity 
An essential feature of The University of Tennessee-Knoxville is a commitment to maintaining an 
atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. You are expected to abide by all university 
policies as stated in Hilltopics.  

Attendance and Punctuality Policy 
Daily attendance in class is required, not optional. Attendance will be taken through a sign-in sheet that you 
are to initial each day. It is your responsibility to make sure that you register your attendance when it is 
passed around, not after class. You will be allowed a maximum of five absences for any reason (legitimate 
or illegitimate) during the semester without penalty. If you know you will be absent and can send me an 
eMail beforehand, please do so. Beginning with the sixth absence, however, your grade will drop by 
one half of a letter grade (A to A-, B+ to B, C+ to C).  You are responsible for keeping track of how 
many times you have been absent. Punctuality is also expected. Consistent tardiness or leaving class early 
might be counted as an absence. I will completely excuse students for extended absences for sickness, 
death in the family, etc., if the need for the absence can be verified. Students who must miss class for a 
prolonged time and for a serious reason must show written proof (e.g., doctor's note on office letterhead 
with telephone number) to have the absences excused. The same applies to absences due to official 
university business (e.g. band trips, athletic events).  

Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy 
Turn off all cell phones, pagers, iPods or other devices that might beep before class. Use of computers in 
class should be limited to note taking (i.e. no web-browsing or eMail checking). Violation of this policy 
will adversely affect your grade.   

Disability Services 
The official policy at UTK reads as follows: “If you need course adaptations or accommodations because 
of a documented disability or if you have emergency information to share, please contact the Office of 
Disability Services at 191 Hoskins Library at 974-6087.  This will ensure that you are properly registered 
for services.” 

Questions and Office Hours 
If you have any questions about this syllabus or any concerns in general, please do not hesitate to contact 
me by eMail or phone or by attending my office hours (listed at the top of the syllabus). I much prefer to 
work actively with students during the semester to help them learn and achieve the grades they desire and 
deserve rather than having to sort through misunderstandings at semester’s end and be put on trial my 
grading practices. Please work together with me to make this possible! 

Course Plan  
The last page of this syllabus lists the readings for the semester. If I perceive the need to amend these 
readings, they may be changed at my discretion, although we will discuss any such changes in class 
beforehand. 



German 562 
The graduate version of German 433, German 562, has additional requirements. To receive graduate credit, 
students must do the following: 
 

• Complete all of the requirements for German 433 as listed on the syllabus; 
 

• In lieu of the short paper, write a longer essay that could either serve as the basis for a 
conference presentation (at, for instance, a graduate student conference) or be published in a 
professional journal as a book review. I will give you more details later in the semester; 
 

• Participate in an additional seminar session (of approximately three hours in length, including a 
short break) to take place at the end of the semester. During this seminar, we will discuss the 
essays in Germans as Victims: Remembering the Past in Contemporary German  (ed. Bill 
Niven, Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN-10: 1403990433) and each participant will present a short 
(15 minute) Referat that summarizes one of the articles in this collection. 
 

• Serve as positive intellectual and professional role models for the undergraduates, particularly 
with regards to those students who are still developing language proficiency. 

 
 
 



 

German 433 / 562 Course Plan: Germans as Victims? 
 

Course Introduction Thurs. Jan 8,  2009 
Tues. Jan 13, 2009 W. Kansteiner, “Losing the War, Winning the Memory Battle” 
Thurs. Jan 15, 2009 K. Jaspers, Die Schuldfrage (Auszüge);  A. Resnais, Night and Fog 
Tues. Jan 20, 2009 R. Moeller, “Germans as Victims”  

German Memory  
after World War II: 

Thurs. Jan 22, 2009 J. Herf, Divided Memory (Excerpts) Paradigms and Histories 
in East and West 

Tues. Jan 27, 2009 A. Assmann, “On the (In)compatibility of Guilt and Suffering in German Memory” 
W.G. Sebald, Luftkrieg und Literatur Thurs. Jan 29, 2009 

Tues. Feb 3,  2009 “ 
Thurs. Feb 5,  2009 

Luftkrieg und Literatur and 
the Breaking of Taboos “ 

J. Friedrich, Der Brand (Auszüge) Tues. Feb 10, 2009 
Thurs. Feb 12, 2009 V. Ulrich, “Weltuntergang kann nicht schlimmer sein” 
Tues. Feb 17, 2009 E. Nossack, Der Untergang February 18 – Dresden (film) 
Thurs. Feb 19, 2009 “ 
Tues. Feb 24, 2009 

Der Brand and the Strategic 
Bombing of German Cities 

“ 
Thurs. Feb 26, 2009 Test #1 

G. Grass – Im Krebsgang March 4 – Die Gustloff (film) Tues. Mar 3,  2009 
Thurs. Mar 5,  2009 “ 
Tues. Mar 10, 2009 “ 
Thurs. Mar 12, 2009 

The Great Maritime Disaster: 
Die Wilhelm Gustloff 

“ 
Thurs. Mar 17, 2009 
Thurs. Mar 19, 2009 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 

Tues. Mar 24, 2009 N. Naimark. The Russians in Germany (Excerpts)  March 25, March of Millions (film) 
de Zayas, Anmerkungen zur Vertreibung der Deutschen aus dem Osten (Auszüge) Thurs. Mar 26, 2009 

Tues. Mar 31, 2009 C. Wolf, “Blickwechsel” 
H.U. Treichel, Der Verlorene Thurs. Apr 2,  2009 

Tues. Apr 7,  2009 “ 
Thurs. Apr 9,  2009 “ 
Tues. Apr 14, 2009 

Expulsion and Rape 

“ 
Thurs. Apr 16, 2009 Test #2 
Tues. Apr 21, 2009 H. Schmitz, “The Birth of the Collective from the Spirit of Empathy” 
Thurs. Apr 23, 2009 The Future of the Past T.W. Adorno, “Was heisst Aufarbeitung der Vergangenheit?” 

Thurs., Apr 30, 2009 Final Projects Due 
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