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"RECONSTRUCTING	ANTHROPOLOGY	IN	POST-COLONIAL	AFRICA.	

CHALLENGES,	APPROACHES,	AND	METHODS	OF	DOCTORAL	TRAINING"	
INTERNATIONAL	SYMPOSIUM,	8-10	NOVEMBER	2017,	UCAD	II	

CONCEPT	NOTE	

	
The Laboratory of Anthropology and Cultural Engineering (LAIC), in the Doctoral School 

(ET.HO.S)-Study of Mankind and Society, in partnership with the Wenner-Gren Foundation 

for Anthropological Research, Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar, Gaston Berger 

University in Saint Louis, and Université Assane Seck in Ziguinchor, is instituting the first 

program of doctoral training in anthropology in Senegal starting with the 2017-2018 academic 

year. In that respect, an International Symposium, that will be held from November 8th to 

10th, 2017, will cover the challenges, approaches, and methods of this new offer for training 

entitled "Reconstructing Anthropology in Post-Colonial Africa." 

 
 
 

Context	

We find, on a global level, a marginalization of the Humanities, caused by an elitist and 

reductive vision promoting Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), in 

spite of the growth of a strong societal demand for tools for investigating what is currently 

going on in the world and on the African continent. 

At the national level, the training proposed by the LAIC falls in a particular context of re-

questioning the missions, roles, and resources allocated to Universities and other academic 

research institutes since the National Dialogue on the Future of Higher Education (CNAES). 

The latter is reflected in institutional and programmatic reforms that challenge these spaces to 

take responsibility, in a pragmatic manner, for the boom of a multisectional demand in terms of 

sustainable innovations, structural transformations, and services for the community. 

Furthermore, we are witnessing and important demand for higher education supported by 

demographic growth that academic and research spaces, in their current forms, are having 

trouble absorbing and addressing sufficiently, in spite of development of new universities, 

museums, and heritage projects. 
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General	Objective	

This doctoral training aims to develop, in the domain of broad sense of the term anthropology 

(cultural and social anthropology, archaeology, bio-anthropology, linguistics) training in 

research by research. It aims to foster new generations of anthropologists able to take 

responsibility for the task of decoding the subject of Africa through local, regional, and global 

agendas, as well as theoretical and comparative debates arising from other spaces. 

Specific	Objectives	

• The doctoral training aims to build an African anthropology capable, in the same way 

as others, of being a source of disseminating epistemological models. 

• It seeks to contribute to the emergence of generations of anthropologists trained on the 

continent, capable of restoring, both over time and using contemporary rationale, the 

present and the future of the same. 

• It hopes to reinforce community and participatory approaches to anthropological 

research on the continent. 

• It will work in collaboration with other anthropology departments, museums, and 

research institutes in order to offer students opportunities to reinforce their knowledge 

of the discipline through multiple sites with diverse characteristics that all form part of 

the history and the evolution of the discipline on the continent and, furthermore, in the 

world.  

• It finally aims to train doctoral candidates that can participate, in various manners, in 

the creation and management of public policies. 

 
 
Expected	Results	of	the	International	Symposium	

• Outline of curricula that articulate theoretical knowledge and practical aptitudes; 

• Profile of the modern working environment, but also of critical thought, that the 

students will be challenged with; 

• Covering, in the curricula, cross-cutting issues linked to the resilience of African 

societies and of those of the world, notably related to challenges of human resources, 

tangible and intangible heritages, the question of the environment, logistics of cultural 

diversity and religious tolerance, gender equality, and citizenry. 
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Areas	for	Consideration	

The deliberation that the multidisciplinary and inter-university Senegalese team will lead, in 

collaboration with researchers from several foreign universities during the International 

Symposium, will touch upon the following areas of consideration: 

 
▪ What is the common core for doctoral candidates in the diverse initial training 

(archaeology, bio-anthropology, socio-cultural anthropology, linguistics, history, etc.) 
and at mixed levels? The common core should provide students with a solid education 
in the history of the discipline, its methods, its national and continental variations, and 
its contemporary challenges, etc. 

▪ What will be the results of the training? It will be possible to envisage career paths and 
research paths, but with true care to sufficiently empower each other in the two paths. 

▪ What alternative and innovative pedagogical spaces and tools must be created and 
strengthened? While preserving specialization, the training will allow students to take 
part, as of now, in the present epistemological debate. Our offer will give an essential 
place to learning with and in communities but also on their margins. The training will 
give an important place to questions of diaspora, the mastery of African languages and 
international communication (at least three), and the mastery of editing tools and 
dissemination of knowledge (among others: performing arts, video, design, etc.) 

▪ What seminars will be offered to provide doctoral candidates with theoretical and 
methodological learning that are at the level of the goals of doctoral training? The 
seminar will be able to include the idea of ad hoc conferences and courses, under the 
form of pop-up courses/seminars... That will allow researcher volunteers to take 
advantage of passages in Senegalese space for modules to be offered. And furthermore, 
using current events, to construct courses and pedagogical supports that allow students 
to better connect with the training. 

▪ What optional and mandatory courses will be proposed in languages, computer 
science, documentary research, writing skills, etc.?  

▪ These will be, among others, the issues discussed by the participants. 
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Agenda	of	the	Symposium:	

• November 8th - Inaugural Conference 
 
The symposium will open with an inaugural conference. The philosopher Paulin Houtondji 

has been approached to lead it. 

 

• November 8-9-10: Workshops 

o Workshop 1: Common Core and optional courses 
o Workshop 2: Socio-cultural anthropology and linguistics path 

o Workshop 3: Archaeology and bio-anthropology path 
o Workshop 4: Scientific and cultural leadership 
o Workshop 5: Publication policy 

 
 

• 2019 - Publication of a collective work 
 
A brainstorming is expected to take place during the Symposium that will outline the features 

of a collective work, Manual of African Anthropology, to appear at the end of 2019, but 

whose call for contributions will be made in April, 2018. 

 
Short	Biographies	of	the	Team	Members	

Alioune DEME is an archeologist whose areas of interest are handicraft specialization 

(specifically, metallurgy of iron), the formation of States, and the emergence of the elite in the 

societies of West Africa. He is also interested in the creation of new curricula in higher 

education in Africa. 

 

Anna Marie DIAGNE is a linguistics scholar and specialist in Mandé languages. She is also 

interest in Atlantic languages, notably Wolof and Sereer Palor. In addition to traditional 

linguistics, she is interested in issues of memory, toponymy, and the geography of identities. 

 

Paul DIEDHIOU is a cultural anthropologist interested in Diola identity, in the south of 

Senegal, who have been torn apart by a rebellion since 1980. His works above all concern the 

manner in which conflicts and peace are lived and managed by local communities, but also 

sacred and intangible heritage. 
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Awa DIOP is a trained socio-anthropologist interested in the process of the reconfiguration of 

gender relations in Senegal, in new codes of ethics, in the duplication of scales of value, and 

in manners of construction of masculinity and femininity, etc. Her research topics are also 

related to popular cultural and the contemporary dynamics at work therein. 

 

Muhammad Abdallah LY is a specialist in sociolinguistics and anthropology of language. 

His research and publications concern, above all, the subtleties between language, religion, 

verbal abuse, the study of social references in public debates, migrations, etc. He also has 

experience in the conception of research projects, proposal writing, and conference 

organization. 

 

Moustapha SALL is a trained ethno-archaeologist whose interest are based around, among 

other things, the study of Settlement Patterns and identities in relation to material culture in 

Senegambia. Since 1996 he has been carrying out ethno-archeological and archeological 

research in the Centre-west and South-west (Casamance) of Senegal and the heap shell 

collections of the Saloum delta. He is also interested in the management of heritage. He has 

extensive experience in the creation of curricula in higher education. 

 

Abdourahmane SECK is interested, among other things, in the anthropology of religions, 

with a particular accent on Islam and society in Senegal and West Africa. He has extensively 

published on Islam and the migration that has played a large role in the creation of Senegalese 

modernity. 

 

Mamarame SECK is a linguist interested in the Wolof language and Senegalese culture in a 

general manner. His research and publications deal with, among other things, discussions on 

Islam in Senegal and in West Africa, in general. He is also interested in issues connected with 

research ethics. 

 

Ibrahima THIAW is a trained archaeologist. His research above-all deals with the impact 

of global contacts on the societies of West Africa, the archaeology of identities, 

remembrance politics, material culture, and the management of cultural heritage. 
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International	Partnership	
	

Michael L. BLAKEY 

National Endowment for the Humanities Professor of Anthropology 

College of William and Mary Institute for Historical Biology 

 

Deborah LYNN MACK 

Associate Director Office of Strategic Partnerships 

Smithsonian-National Museum of African American History and Culture 
 
 
Roderick James McINTOSH 

Professor of Anthropology, Yale University 

Besoekende Buitengewone Professor in Archaeology (Honorary Extraordinary Professor of Archaeology) 

University of Pretoria (South Africa) 

Curator in Charge of the Anthropology Division. Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History 
 
 
Susan Keech McINTOSH 

Herbert S. AUTREY 

Professor of Anthropology 

Anthropology Department Rice University 
 
Jean Muteba RAHIER 

Professor of Anthropology and African & African Diaspora Studies 

Department of Global & Sociocultural Studies 

Florida International University 
 
 
Dean REHBERGER 

 
Director of The Centre for Humane Arts, Letters, and Social Sciences Online (MATRIX) 

Associate Professor 

History at Michigan State University 
 
François G. RICHARD 
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Associate Professor 

Anthropology and College of Social Sciences, University of Chicago 
 
 
Contact: 

For more information, contact: Dr. 

Ibrahima Thiaw 

IFAN-UCAD 

BP 206 Dakar 

Senegal 

Email: laic@ucad.edu.sn; ibrahima.thiaw@ucad.edu.sn 


