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HISTORY 473/573— HISTORY OF U.S. - LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS, 1800-PRESENT 
FALL 2020 

 
Professor: Dr. Nicole Pacino            Class time: Monday and Wednesday, 4:20 to 5:40pm 
Office: MOR 215             (HYBRID CLASS: Meets only Wed. August 19                                 
Office phone: TBA                  and thereafter on Mondays 4:20-5:40, 
Email: nicole.pacino@uah.edu or through Canvas                with additional work online) 
Office Hours: Contact me to arrange an appointment  

 
Note on Syllabus: 
This syllabus functions as an agreement between professor and student. If you decide to remain enrolled in this 
course after you have received and reviewed the syllabus you signal your acceptance of the course expectations and 
policies. Likewise, I will abide by the terms herein. 
 

Women’s and Gender Studies Minor: 
This course has been approved as an “Elective” course in the Women's and Gender Studies (WGS) minor. A 
significant component of course material covers women or gender, or it employs methodologies that are particularly 
useful in the interpretation of gender issues. If you are taking this class for WGS credit, I expect that your writing 
assignments (especially the exams and research paper) should focus on WGS topics.  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 

This course examines historical interactions between Latin America and the United States during the last two (ish) 
centuries. Since the early 1800s, U.S.–Latin American interactions have often been complex and contradictory. For 
example, while the U.S. voiced its support for freedom and democracy abroad, it often covertly worked to 
undermine and even overthrow democratically-elected governments in Latin America. Also, while some Latin 
Americans vehemently opposed U.S. intervention and influence in their countries, others actively sought U.S. aid or 
partnership, emulated U.S. consumption patterns, or tried to emigrate to the U.S. Although the U.S. often held the 
upper hand in these historical relations, Latin Americans never stood by idly; instead Latin Americans had their own 
agendas, and tried to defeat U.S. objectives or appropriate U.S. initiatives for themselves. This course thus analyzes 
how the histories of the U.S. and Latin America converged and collided over the past two centuries. Topics range 
from U.S. imperialism, military intervention, trade, and international policy to Donald Duck, art, music, bananas, 
and illicit drugs. We will also explore how these topics relate to issues of race, class, and gender. To understand the 
complexity and depth of inter-American relations, we will study various historical materials, including government 
documents, films, political cartoons, radio dispatches, music, and literature. 
 

At the completion of this course, you will have a better understanding of: 
- Changes and continuities in U.S.-Latin American relations from the 19th century to the present.  
- Contradictions, schisms, and debates inherent within U.S. approaches to Latin America.  
- Latin American reactions and responses to myriad U.S. attitudes, policies, and actions in the region.  
- The different faces of U.S.-Latin American interactions - political, economic, cultural, scientific, etc.  
- The contemporary status of U.S.-Latin American relations and how it is informed by history.  

 

COURSE ORGANIZATION/SETUP 
 

This course is a hybrid course, meaning that 51-100% of the content and interaction is “asynchronous” (not in 
person or required at a specific time). You will do discussion boards to supplement the in-class sessions. We will 
meet on Wednesday, August 19, the first day of class. Thereafter, we will only meet on Mondays. Work will be due 
every Sunday and Wednesday night at 11:59pm. Given the uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, we will 
meet via Zoom during our assigned class time on Mondays from 4:20-5:40. The Wednesday portion of the class will 
be asynchronous.  
 

mailto:nicole.pacino@uah.edu
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Participating in a hybrid course has many benefits like flexibility and convenience. The partial online learning 
experience also requires organization, self-monitoring, and continuous interaction with other students and your 
professor. Keeping up with readings and assignments will help you stay motivated and on-task throughout the 
semester.  
 

**Be sure to opt to receive "Announcements" (where I offer overviews, instructions, and reminders) and 
“Submission Comments” (where you can read my comments on your submitted work) immediately or daily in the 
Canvas Notification Preferences in your Account Settings. You can set these to deliver to either your email or your 
mobile device. You can read the Canvas Quick Guide on Notifications for help.**  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

In order to pass the course a student must complete the following requirements: 
 

Class attendance and participation  
This is one of the most important parts of the course. I am interested not just in you attending class meetings, but 
also in hearing what you think about the issues and ideas presented in the readings and other materials. Discussion 
requires that you are present. Attendance, therefore, is mandatory.  
 

Please be on time. I will get the class started right at 4:20 on Mondays for discussion. Log into our Zoom sessions early 
to get situated and trouble shoot any technology issues.  

 

Discussion is an integral component of the classroom environment.  You will learn as much from the other students 
as from me. Have the readings accessible, and be prepared to discuss the material in a respectful and serious manner. 
Treat your classmates the way you wish to be treated. Also come with an open mind and any questions you have 
about the readings. 
 

Readings completed before class  
Note that some days have larger reading assignments than others, so plan ahead. Please do the readings BEFORE 
class discussion. 

 

The required texts for this course are: 
- Danner, Mark. The Massacre at El Mozote: A Parable of the Cold War. New York: Vintage, 1994. 
- Lindsay-Poland, John. Emperors in the Jungle: The Hidden History of the US in Panama. Durham: Duke University 

Press, 2003.  
- Murphy, Gretchen. Hemispheric Imaginings: The Monroe Doctrine and Narratives of US Empire. Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2005. 
- Smith, Peter N. Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World. 4th edition. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2013. 
- Urrea, Luis Alberto. The Devil's Highway: A True Story. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2004. 
- Zolov, Eric. Refried Elvis: The Rise of the Mexican Counterculture. Los Angeles: University of California Press, 

1999. 
 
Assignments 
 
1. Map Quizzes—Due Friday, August 21 at 11:59pm 

When we study Latin American countries and the history of their interaction with the United States, it is vital 
that you know where they are and how they relate to each other geographically. Familiarize yourself with the 
layout of Central America, South America, and the Caribbean, as well as the capitals of each country. Please 
complete the following map quizzes: (1) Latin American countries (asks you to identify 21 different countries), 
(2) South American capitals (asks you to identify 10 different capital cities), and (3) North American capitals 
(asks you to identify 10 different capital cities). Please email me screenshots of your completed quizzes. You can 
take the quizzes multiple times if you want. I’m more interested in completion than I am perfection, but you 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10624
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3243?c=6U9XP
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3017?c=4S4Q3
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3079?c=GRPRF
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should demonstrate knowledge of most countries' locations even if you do not have a perfect score. I'm also not 
concerned about how long it takes you to complete the quizzes (you will see that they are timed).   

 
2. Reading Journals—Due Sundays at 11:59pm  

Reading Journals will be a weekly written response to the assigned readings, including both primary and 
secondary sources as well as mediums including art, music, video, and literature. More details are in the modules 
and individual assignments. 

 
3. Discussion Boards—Due Wednesdays at 11:59pm  

For each Unit of the class you will complete 2 Discussion Boards (there are usually 3 different options per Unit, 
with Unit 4 as an exception). Discussion Boards will focus on a mix of primary and secondary sources and will 
require historical analysis and synthesis. You will also be required to respond to each other’s posts. More details 
are in the modules and individual assignments.  

 
4. Critical Book Review (Graduate Students ONLY): 

GRADUATE STUDENTS will write a 5-6 page review of one of the assigned monographs – either Murphy’s 
Hemispheric Imaginings (DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 31) or Zolov’s Refried Elvis (DUE MONDAY, OCTOBER 
26) – plus the article assigned to accompany the book. This book review will take the place of the assigned 
Reading Journal for that class period.  
 

Your job will be to discuss and compare each author’s approach to the subject matter. Be sure to identify the 
authors’ main arguments, sources, questions, and methodologies. Most importantly, discuss whether or not the 
authors agree in their assessment of the topic, or if they have different perspectives. The goal is a holistic 
analysis integrating the insights of the book and the article regarding the topic of discussion. See the handout on 
Canvas for detailed directions. These papers will be double spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font, with 
one-inch margins and page numbers. They will be cited according to Chicago Manual of Style format. Upload it 
to the Canvas dropbox before class.  

 
5. Final Exam—Due Monday, December 7 and Friday, December 11 at 11:59pm 

The Final Exam consists of 2 parts. The first is a Wrap-Up Reflection and the second is a Final Essay.  
 

Wrap-Up Reflection: Students will read Smith, chapter 15 and 16 and Lindsey-Poland, Emperors in the Jungle, 
chapter 7 and Afterward. The chapters in the Smith book reflect on the main issues, themes, and debates from 
the class and make some suggestions for what the future might hold. The excerpts from Lindsey-Poland’s book 
examine change and continuity in U.S.-Panamanian relations and ask us to reconsider how we see Panama in the 
contours of history. More details can be found in the specific assignment. 
 

o UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Your response will be 5-6 pages in length in 12-point Times New 
Roman font with one-inch margins and page numbers. GRADUATE STUDENTS: Your response will 
be 6-8 pages in length in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins and page numbers.  

 

Final Essay: I will give you several questions a week ahead of time. You will choose one question to answer in a 
thoughtful, well-written, proofread essay. The essay exam will assess student comprehension of assigned 
readings as they pertain to course themes, and they will also draw from class discussions. Graduate student 
exams will consist of additional expectations related to historical methodology and historiography. I expect that 
you will cite class readings, and you may also use your notes. You should cite sources according to MLA or 
Chicago Manual of Style standards (History majors and graduate students should use Chicago style).  
 

o UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Your response will be 6-8 pages in length in 12-point Times New 
Roman font with one-inch margins and page numbers. GRADUATE STUDENTS: Your response will 
be 7-10 pages in length in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins and page numbers.  

 
6. Participation and Attendance 
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Participation: Students are expected to participate in virtual and online class discussions. Forms of participation 
include engaging in large class discussions, asking questions, actively listening to the professor and fellow 
students, and written responses in Discussion Boards. Excellent participation can elevate a borderline grade.  

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend class, and I will take attendance. Failure to attend class regularly or 
excessive lateness will hurt your class participation grade. 

 
GRADES 
 

Your grades are a reflection of the work you have done and the effort you have put into it. If you don’t understand 
why you received a certain grade, come see me and I will be happy to explain it to you. If you want to contest a 
grade, please wait 24 hours and provide a written argument as to why you think you deserve a better grade. I will 
make every effort to grade    
 

The grade distribution will be as follows: 
       
Map Quiz   5% 
Reading Journals  30%    
Discussion Boards  25%    
Wrap-Up Reflection  10% 
Final Essay   20% 
Attendance and Participation 10%    
 
The following grading scale will apply to all work: 
A = 90%–100% (A- = 90%-92%, A = 93%-100%)  
B = 80%–89% (B- = 80%-82%, B = 83%-86%, B+ = 87%-89%) 
C = 70%–79% (C- = 70%-72%, C = 73%-76%, C+ = 77%-79%) 
D = 60%–69% (D- = 60%-62%, D = 63%-66%, D+ = 67%-69%) 
F = 0%–59% 
 
Broadly speaking, this is how I view each of the following course grades: 
 

A You fulfilled the course requirements in an exemplary way. It is clear that you worked hard: you always 
came to class prepared, were thoroughly engaged in class discussions or group work, and consistently 
turned in assignments on time. You demonstrated that you learned and can apply the majority of the 
course’s key concepts. The quality of your work was outstanding. 

B You fulfilled the course requirements well. You were consistently present in class, generally prepared, often 
contributed to group discussion, and turned in assignments on time. You demonstrated that you learned 
and can apply many of the course’s key concepts. The quality of your work was good. 

C  You fulfilled the course requirements. You may have missed multiple classes or turned in assignments late. 
When you were in class, you were sometimes prepared and occasionally contributed to class discussion. You 
demonstrated that you learned and can apply some of the course’s key concepts, though you may not have a 
cohesive and/or critical understanding of the course material. The quality of your work was adequate. 

D You fulfilled all the major course requirements. You may have missed multiple classes or turned in 
assignments late. When you were in class, you were seldom prepared and infrequently contributed to class 
discussion. The quality of your work was less than adequate. 

F You did not complete the course requirements.  
 
Grading Policy 
I will do my best to grade all regular module work and discussion boards within 48 hours of the final due date and 
time. I will grade the exams and other assignments within 1 week of the final due date and time. If my grading will 
be delayed, I will let you know. 
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GENERAL COURSE POLICIES: 
 

Respectful Course Atmosphere  
Every student must treat every other student with respect. This includes listening when other students speak and 
making contributions to class discussion that respect the race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, nationality, social 
class, etc. of your fellow students. Students should also refrain from private conversations with each other, from 
using cell phones (talking, text messaging, and surfing), and from using laptop computers for purposes other than 
taking notes during class. 
 

Expectations for Netiquette 
Netiquette" is the correct or acceptable way of communicating on the internet. Here are a few guidelines regarding 
good "netiquette" in this course.  

- Emoticons are a friendly and informal style of communicating. Be careful not to rely too much on 
emoticons in your communication as they may not be easily understood or may distract from your intended 
message.   

- Stay on topic. Don't post irrelevant links, comments, or pictures. 
- Don't type in all CAPS. It often comes across as hostile or aggressive.  
- Run a spelling and grammar check before posting anything to the discussion board.  

 

Late Work/Make-Up Work  
In order to be fair to students who complete their work on time, you will lose ten points off your assignment grade 
for every day that your homework or papers are late. A make-up exam will only be allowed under extraordinary 
circumstances (illness, death in the family, court date) with appropriate documentation.  
 

Attendance/Tardiness 
Students are expected to attend class. Lateness, except in extreme circumstances, is not acceptable. Chronic lateness 
and/or unexcused absences (except for serious illness, bereavement, legal proceedings, etc.) will reduce your 
participation grade. It will also very likely reduce your homework and exam scores. 
 

Office hours 
I encourage everyone to visit me in office hours at least once, if not several times, throughout the semester. I am 
ALWAYS willing to meet with students, so if you cannot make my office hours please email me and we will arrange 
an alternate time. Keep in mind that it is a lot easier to avoid potential hazards early than to fix them after they have become a 
problem, so if you see trouble on the horizon, talk to me ASAP. 
 

Email 
Always treat an email exchange as a professional communication. Please address me by name, use appropriate 
language, and sign your name. In order to ensure that your email is read, please include a subject heading indicating 
that your email pertains to HY 473/573. Please allow adequate time for me to respond to emails. If you do not 
check your email account regularly, make sure that your emails are forwarded to another account. Unless there are 
unforeseen circumstances, I will respond to emails within 48 hours. 
 

Statement on Disability 
The University of Alabama in Huntsville will make reasonable accommodations for students with documented 
disabilities. If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may be eligible for academic 
accommodations. Students should identify themselves to the Disability Support Services Office (256-824-1997 or 
Wilson Hall, Room 317) and their instructor as soon as possible to coordinate accommodations. 
 

Technology Statement 
Canvas: This course will use UAH’s learning management system, Canvas, as well as other technology tools. I will 
post the course syllabus, readings, and other materials to Canvas, all in PDF or Word format or as links. Because 
many of these materials will not be distributed in class, you must acquaint yourself with how to use Canvas early in 
the semester to have access to all materials. Students will be expected to have access to a computer with internet 
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capabilities in order to fully participate in this course. Students are encouraged to reference accessibility information 
regarding specific technologies.  
 

If you encounter technical difficulties with Canvas, report the behavior to Canvas Support. Canvas Support is 
available 24/7 for all faculty and students. In order to get immediate help:  

- Call the Canvas Support at 844-219-5802 
- Click on the "Help" icon on the left panel navigation in Canvas and select "Chat with Canvas Support"  

When submitting a support ticket include your name, your class, the element/assignment being affected, and a 
detailed description of the issue. Providing a screenshot is often very helpful in diagnosing an issue. 
 

Only under extraordinary circumstances would technical difficulties be considered as a mitigating factor in late or 
missed assignments (e.g., Canvas is down for two days, which is a highly unlikely event). In other words, if 
technology fails when a student waits until the last hour or two to complete an assignment, that situation does not 
qualify as an extraordinary circumstance. 
 

In the event that deadline extensions are indeed allowed, you must show documentation that you have first followed 
the above procedures. Canvas support will email you a ticket number. You can forward the email to the instructor as 
documentation. 
 

Zoom: This course will use Zoom as an alternative to face-to-face meetings. You will need access to a computer, 
tablet, or other device, an internet connection, and UAH’s Zoom software. To join a Zoom meeting, locate the link 
for the event through your email invite. If you are using your phone, download the Zoom Cloud Meeting app. If 
you are using your Computer, select “Open Zoom.” Use phone or computer audio to join the meeting. Select “Start 
Video.” Use the bottom bar to send a chat/message. 
 

For assistance with Turnitin or Zoom, visit UAH’s resource guides for Turnitin and Zoom, or 
email helpdesk@uah.edu. 
 

Turnitin: In order to discourage plagiarism, UAH is now using a service called Turnitin.com. You will be required to 
submit your papers to turnitin.com via a drop box in Canvas in addition to submitting a hard copy to me. The hard 
copy and the electronic copy must be the same paper. If you do not submit your work to Turnitin.com you will 
receive an automatic grade of zero.  
 

University Statement on Turnitin.com: UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic 
honesty as defined in the Student Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor reserves the right to utilize electronic means to 
help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to submission for 
textual similarity review to Turnitin.com. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source 
documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such 
documents. The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as additional 
information about the company, are described at www.uah.edu/library/turnitin. 
 

Academic Honesty: 
Your exams and papers must adhere to standards of academic honesty. The work you submit must be your own 
work, not the work of a friend, published scholar, website creator, or internet paper mill. You must submit papers 
newly prepared for this class. Papers previously or simultaneously submitted for other classes will not be accepted. 
You must also paraphrase properly the ideas you gain from your research and provide proper citations in your paper 
for every idea or example you use that comes from another scholar’s work, whether quoted or paraphrased.  
 

If you are caught plagiarizing, you will automatically receive a zero for the assignment and you might fail the course. 
Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas and presenting them as your own. If you are unsure about what 
plagiarism is or how to avoid it, please ask me. All incidents of plagiarism will be reported.  
 

Student Resources 
The University of Alabama in Huntsville offers a range of student services to enhance the experience of students: 

https://www.uah.edu/etl/training-resources?view=article&id=13643:turnitin&catid=919:enhanced-teaching-and-learning
https://www.uah.edu/etl/training-resources?view=article&id=13644:zoom&catid=919:enhanced-teaching-and-learning
mailto:helpdesk@uah.edu
http://www.uah.edu/library/turnitin
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- Student Support Services—Counseling Center, Disability Support Services, Student Health Services, Office 
of International Services, Multicultural Affairs, etc.  

- Academic Support Services—Student Success Center, Tutoring, PASS, Academic Support Centers by 
College 

- M. Louis Salmon Library—Printed and Online Resources, Reference Services, Group Study Rooms, AV 
Resources, Printing 

- Canvas Support—Call 844-219-5802 to report an issue with Canvas. 
- OIT Help Desk—For technical support, contact the OIT Help Desk (helpdesk@uah.edu; 256.824.3333) 

 
SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 

- I reserve the right to make changes to the course schedule with appropriate advance notice. 
- Assignment details are in the Canvas Modules.   

 
Introductory Module: August 19-21 

- Class introduction and discussion, Zoom meeting 
- Discussion of terminology and geography 

 

MAP QUIZ—DUE FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 AT 11:59PM 
 
Unit One: Origins of U.S.-Latin American Relations, 1800-1900(ish) 
Unit One consists of Modules 1-4, which explore the ideas that underpinned the U.S. imperial mindset in the 19th 
century and guided policy and economic decisions, as well as Latin American reactions to these ideas and actions. 
Readings consist of a scholarly monograph, scholarly articles, and primary sources. You will do 4 Reading Journals 
and 2 of the 3 Discussion Boards (your choice – but you are required to do the readings even if you don’t complete 
the discussion board) during this unit. GRADUATE STUDENTS: Option to do a book review on Murphy’s 
Hemispheric Imaginings + Gobat’s “The Invention of Latin America” instead of the Reading Journal. 
 

At the end of this unit, you will have a better understanding of: 
- The historical context of the 19th century and how it shaped U.S.-Latin American relations. 
- The main ideas and ideologies that underpinned U.S. ideas about and approaches to Latin America in the 

19th century. 
- Latin American reactions to U.S. attitudes and policies in the 19th century. 
- How race and gender played a prominent role in U.S.-Latin American relations in the 19th century. 
- The tension between hemispheric unity and division evident in 19th-century U.S.-Latin American 

interactions.  
 
Module 1: August 23-28 
ORIGINS OF THE U.S. IMPERIAL MINDSET: THE MONROE DOCTRINE AND MANIFEST DESTINY 

- By the end of Module 1, students will be able to: 
o Understand the main ideas that underpinned U.S.-Latin American relations in the early 19th 

century. 
o Explain how these ideas shaped U.S. attitudes and policy towards Latin America at the time.  
o Explain several ways power can be exercised as it relates to the U.S. imperial mindset in the 19th 

century.  
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, Introduction, chapter 1 (pgs. 13-30), and chapter 2 (pgs. 41-46)  
o ARTICLES:  

• Brian Loveman, “U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Latin America in the 19th Century” 

• Dexter Perkins, “The Monroe Doctrine, 1823-1826” 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• James Monroe, “The Monroe Doctrine” (1823)  

• John O’Sullivan, “Annexation” (1845)—origin of term “Manifest Destiny” 

https://catalog.uah.edu/undergrad/support-services/student-support-services/
https://catalog.uah.edu/undergrad/support-services/academic-support-services/
https://www.uah.edu/library
about:blank
https://oxfordre.com/latinamericanhistory/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199366439.001.0001/acrefore-9780199366439-e-41
https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/manifest-destiny/john-osullivan-declares-americas-manifest-destiny-1845/#:~:text=He%20called%20this%20America's%20%E2%80%9Cmanifest,Texas%20to%20the%20United%20States.
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- Assignments: 
o Reading Journal due Sunday, August 25 at 11:59pm 

 
Module 2: August 30-September 4 
U.S. IMAGINGINGS OF LATIN AMERICA AND LATIN AMERICAN RESPONSES 

- By the end of Module 2, students will be able to: 
o Understand how the Monroe Doctrine and Manifest Destiny formed part of the overall culture of 

the United States, including shaping ideas about race and gender.  
o Identify specific examples of how the Monroe Doctrine and Manifest Destiny operated in Latin 

America.  
o Explain specific Latin American reactions, responses, and criticisms to the Monroe Doctrine and 

Manifest Destiny. 
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o BOOK: Murphy, Hemispheric Imaginings 
o ARTICLE:  

• GRADUATE STUDENTS: Michel Gobat, “The Invention of Latin America: A 
Transnational History of Anti-Imperialism, Democracy, and Race” 

- Assignments: 
o Reading Journal due Sunday, August 30 at 11:59pm  
o Discussion Board (OPTION 1) due Wednesday, September 2 at 11:59pm—The Monroe Doctrine 

and Manifest Destiny in Action in Latin America 

• Textbook: chapter 3 (pgs. 64-68, 72-77, and 80-83) 

• U.S. Attitudes: 
o James K. Polk, “Texas, Mexico, and Manifest Destiny” (1845) 
o John C. Calhoun, speech on Mexico (1848) 
o James Buchanan, J.Y. Mason, and Pierre Soulé, “The Ostend Manifesto” (1854) 
o William Walker, “Filibuster” (1860) 

• LA responses: 
o Simón Bolívar, “The Congress of Panama” (1824) 
o Simón Bolívar, “The United States: Destined to Plague America with Torments” 

(1829) 
o Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, “The United States: An Inconceivable 

Extravaganza” (1847) 
o Matías Romero, “Mexico Seeks Support Against a Foreign Aggressor” (1866) 

 
Module 3: September 6-11 
TWO AMERICAS: PAN-AMERICANISM, UNITY, AND RACIAL DIVIDES  

- By the end of Module 3, students will be able to: 
o Explain Pan-Americanism as a concept and how it was differently invoked by U.S. and Latin 

American leaders and intellectuals.  
o Understand how Pan-Americanism lent itself to ideas about hemispheric unity. 
o Understand how Pan-Americanism lent itself to racial divides and shaped people's thoughts about 

the link between race and nation.  
- Readings for Monday’s class: 

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 1 (pgs. 30-34), chapter 2 (pgs. 46-51), and chapter 3 (pgs. 68-72 and 
77-80, and 83-84) 

o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• Josiah Strong, “The Anglo-Saxon and the World’s Future” (1885) 

• James G. Blaine, “The First Inter-American Conference” (1889) 

• José Martí on the Pan-American Congress (1889) 

• José Martí, “Our America” (1891) 

https://kdhist.sitehost.iu.edu/H105-documents-web/week13/CalhounreMexico1848.html
https://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi453/PS/marti.htm
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• José Enrique Rodó, “Ariel” (1900) 
- Assignments:  

o Reading Journal due Sunday, September 6 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 2) due Wednesday, September 9—Race and Nation: Confederados in 

Brazil 

• Background Reading: Morgan Dunn, “Meet the Confederados, the Confederate Loyalists 
Who Fled to Brazil after the Civil War” 

• Primary Sources: 
o Everyone read: 

• Henry A. Wise, “U.S. Participation in the Brazilian Slave Trade” (1845) 

• John Codman, Ten Months in Brazil, excerpts (1867) 
o UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Choose one of the following: 

• “The Sarah Bellona Smith Ferguson Narrative” 

• Julia Keyes, Our Life, in Brazil, excerpts 

• GRADUTE STUDENTS: Read both 
 
Module 4: September 13-18 
TERRITORIAL EXPANSION: THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR AND ACQUISITION OF PANAMA 

- By the end of Module 4, students will be able to: 
o Identify the origins and consequences of the Spanish-American War, including how gender and 

racial ideologies influenced the course of the war.  
o Explain the impacts of the Spanish-American War on Cuba and Puerto Rico specifically.  
o Understand the process by which the U.S. acquired Panama and Latin American reactions.  

- Readings for Monday’s class: 
o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 1 (pgs. 34-40)  
o ARTICLE: Kristen Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood, chapter 1 and 2 

• UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Pick one chapter (chapter 1 focuses on masculinity 
in the U.S. and chapter 2 focuses on U.S. conceptualizations of Cuban men and women) 

• GRADUATE STUDENTS: Read both chapters 
o PRIMARY SOURCES: 

• William McKinley, “The Decision to Act Against Spain” (1898) 

• The Teller Amendment (1898) 

• Andrew Carnegie, “Anti-Imperialism in the United States” (1898) 

• The Platt Amendment (1901) 

• Political cartoons 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, September 13 at 11:50pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 3) due Wednesday, September 16 at 11:59pm—Taking Panama: U.S. 

Justifications and Latin American Reactions 

• Alfred Thayer Mahan, “The Lessons of History” (1890) 

• The Hay-Pauncefote Treaty (1901) 

• The Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty (1903) 

• Theodore Roosevelt, “I Took Final Action in 1903” (1903) 

• John Patterson, “Latin American Reactions to the Panama Revolution of 1903” 
 
Unit Two: Tensions between Democracy and Imperialism, 1900-1950 
Unit Two consists of Modules 5-7, which explore growing U.S. imperialism and Latin American anti-imperialism 
from the period of about 1900-1950. Readings consist of part of a scholarly monograph, scholarly articles, primary 
sources—including movie clips, art, and music—and news articles. You will do 3 Reading Journals and 2 of the 3 

https://allthatsinteresting.com/confederados#:~:text=Wikimedia%20CommonsBrazilian%20emperor%20Dom,abolish%20slavery%20in%20his%20empire.&text=To%20former%20Confederates%2C%20Dom%20Pedro,Thousands%20of%20Southerners%20were%20hooked.
https://allthatsinteresting.com/confederados#:~:text=Wikimedia%20CommonsBrazilian%20emperor%20Dom,abolish%20slavery%20in%20his%20empire.&text=To%20former%20Confederates%2C%20Dom%20Pedro,Thousands%20of%20Southerners%20were%20hooked.
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Discussion Boards (your choice – but you are required to do the readings even if you don’t complete the discussion 
board) during this unit. 
 

At the end of this unit, you will have a better understanding of: 
- Ways that U.S. attitudes and policies in the early 20th century had continuities with the 19th century. 
- Ways that U.S. attitudes and policies in the early 20th century differed from the 19th century. 
- Latin American reactions and strategies in the face of continued U.S. imperialism. 
- The different faces of U.S. imperialism in Latin America—political, economic, cultural, and scientific. 
- The movement of people and culture across North America, South America, and the Caribbean.  

 
Module 5: September 20-25 
A NEW ERA? IMPERIALISM AND ANTI-IMPERIALISM IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY  

- By the end of Module 5, students will be able to: 
o Explain changes in U.S. policy towards Latin America over the course of the early 20th century. 
o Understand how U.S. policy makers justified a variety of interventions—military, political, 

economic—in Latin American affairs. 
o Explain Latin American nationalism and anti-imperialism as a response to U.S. ideologies and 

actions.   
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 2 (pgs. 51-63), chapter 3 (pgs. 84-91), and chapter 4   
o ARTICLE: Alan McPherson, A Short History of U.S. Interventions in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

chapter 4 

• List of U.S interventions (overt and covert) in Latin America 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904) 

• Theodore Roosevelt, “The Dominican Republic Challenge” (1904-1905) 

• Adolfo Díaz and Philander C. Knox “Managing Nicaragua” (1912) 

• Woodrow Wilson, “The Mobile Speech” (1913) 

• F.M. Huntington Wilson, “Dollar Diplomacy and Social Darwinism” (1916) 

• Charles E. Hughes, “A Defense of Intervention” (1928) 

• Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “The Good Neighbor Policy” (1933)  
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, September 20 at 11:59pm  
o Discussion Board (OPTION 1) due Wednesday, September 23—Latin American Nationalism and 

Anti-Imperialism 

• José Ingenieros, “An Argentine Denunciation of Imperialism” (1922) 

• Victor Haya de la Torre, “A Latin American Doctrine of Anti-Imperialism” (1926) 

• Carleton Beals, “With Sandino in Nicaragua” (1928) 

• Lázaro Cárdenas, “Speech to the Nation” (1938) 
 
Module 6: September 27-October 2 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND MEDICINE: PARTNERSHIP, PATERNALISM, OR IMPERIALISM?   

- By the end of Module 6, students will be able to: 
o Explain how science, technology, and medicine played a role in U.S.-Latin American relations 

during the early 20th century.  
o Identify specific examples where these factors shaped historical events and interactions, including 

in Panama, Brazil, and Puerto Rico.  
o Understand the role of international health organizations as a part of U.S.-Latin American 

interactions.  
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o BOOK: Lindsey-Poland, Emperors in the Jungle, introduction and chapters 1-3 

https://www.yachana.org/teaching/resources/interventions.html
https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-3-mexico/primary-documents-with-accompanying-discussion-questions/document-7-nationalization-of-oil-lazaro-cardenas-1938/
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o ARTICLE:  

• GRADUATE STUDENTS: Greg Grandin, Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford’s 
Forgotten Jungle City, excerpts  

o VIDEO:  

• Walt Disney’s The Winged Scourge (1943)—the first of a series of health-related educational 
shorts produced by the Disney studios and the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs for 
showing in Latin America 

o WEBSITES: Read these short summaries of the work of international health organizations, and 
you can browse the primary sources if you want: 

• Rockefeller Foundation 

• Pan-American Health Science 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, September 27 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 2) due Wednesday, September 30—Puerto Rico: Between Subjects 

and Citizens  

• Articles: 

• UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: Pick one.  

• GRADUATE STUDENTS: Read both.   

• Susan Lederer, “’Porto Ricochet’: Joking about Germs, Cancer, and Race 
Extermination in the 1930s” 

• Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico, 
chapter 3 

• Primary Sources: 

• The Jones-Shafroth Act (1917) 

• The Merchant Marine Act (the OTHER Jones Act) (1920) 

• News Articles and Documentary Footage: 

• 35% of Puerto Rican Women Sterilized  

• Scenes from La Operación 

• Dena Takruri, “Puerto Rico’s Vieques still reels from decades of U.S. Navy 
bombing” (can watch video and follow links to podcast) 

 
Module 7: October 4-9 
PEOPLE, CULTURE, AND IDEAS CROSSING BORDERS 

- By the end of Module 7, students will be able to: 
o Explain how and why various groups of people moved between the U.S. and Latin America in the 

early 20th century.   
o Understand the Bracero Program in its historical context and identify its long-term consequences.  
o Identify different types of cultural exchange between Latin America and the U.S., in the form of 

cartoons, art, music, and movies, and how they factor into U.S.-Latin American relations.  
- Readings for Monday’s class: 

o ARTICLES: 

• Michael Snodgrass, “The Bracero Program, 1942-1964” 

• Selections from African-American Reflections on Brazil's Racial Paradise 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• The Bracero Program (1942) 

• Personal accounts of the Bracero program and its effects: 
o An American Story 
o Un Simple Bracero 
o Acts of Kindness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y68F8YwLWdg&t=364s&fbclid=IwAR14pdripvHw2S9lEh9mABKr0IiRJxBRKwkHODvQUmvfj0bvtKwToTHEgdQ
https://mypages.unh.edu/hoslac/book/rockefeller-foundation-1913
https://mypages.unh.edu/hoslac/book/pan-american-health-science-1902
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/9/27/16373484/jones-act-puerto-rico
https://www.cwluherstory.org/health/35-of-puerto-rican-women-sterilized?rq=Puerto%20rico
https://uah.instructure.com/courses/46043/pages/la-operacion-1982
https://www.aljazeera.com/blogs/americas/2019/06/puerto-rico-vieques-reels-decades-navy-bombing-190626153309174.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/blogs/americas/2019/06/puerto-rico-vieques-reels-decades-navy-bombing-190626153309174.html
http://braceroarchive.org/items/show/3243
http://braceroarchive.org/items/show/3239
http://braceroarchive.org/items/show/3209
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• And two short videos with photos and interviews: 
o The Braceros 
o Bracero Stories trailer 

- Assignments: 
o Reading Journal due Sunday, October 4 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 3) due Wednesday, October 7—Art, Music, and Movies: Cultural 

Imperialism?  

• EVERYONE READ: “Marketing Pan-Americanism” (1940)  

• Pick 2 of 3: Donald Duck, Mexican Muralism, or Cinema  
o WALT DISNEY AND DONALD DUCK: 
o Marcela Croce, “Walt Disney’s Latin American Tour” 
o Ariel Dorfman and Armand Mattelart, “The Culture of Imperialism” 

(1972) 
o Clip from Saludos Amigos, llama scene 
o MURALS:  
o Holland Carter, “How Mexico’s Muralists Lit a Fire Under U.S. Artists” 
o Vida Americana: Mexican Muralists Remake American Art, 1925-1945 

(watch the video then chose one of the eight categories under “Artworks” 
and look at the art) 

o Shira Wolfe, “Stories of Iconic Artworks: Diego Rivera’s Rockefeller 
Mural” 

o MUSIC AND MOVIES: 
o “Rum and Coca-Cola” (1944) 
o Andrew Vargas, “Stereotype or Samba Pioneer: A Look Back at the 

Controversial Legacy of Carmen Miranda” (can also watch the clips) 
o “The Lady in the Tutti Frutti Hat” (1943) 

 
Unit Three: The Cold War, 1950-1990 
Unit Three consists of Modules 8-11, which explore how the Cold War affected U.S.-Latin American relations. 
Specific case studies include Cuba, Guatemala, the Southern Cone, and Central America, and we will consider both 
positive and negative interactions during this period. Readings consist of a scholarly monograph, a journalistic 
account, scholarly articles, and primary sources. You will do 4 Reading Journals and 2 of the 3 Discussion Boards 
(your choice – but you are required to do the readings even if you don’t complete the discussion board) during this 
unit. GRADUATE STUDENTS: Option to do a book review on Zolov’s Refried Elvis + Manzano’s “’Rock 
Nacional’ and Revolutionary Politics” instead of the Reading Journal. 
 

At the end of this unit, you will have a better understanding of: 
- What the Cold War meant in the context of inter-American relations and how it shaped U.S. approaches to 

different Latin American countries.  
- The ways that the Cold War negatively impacted Latin American countries, especially those that experienced 

overt and covert U.S. interventions in their political and economic affairs.  
- The contradictions in U.S. policy in Latin America during the Cold War.  
- Different reactions within the U.S. populace to its government’s actions in Latin America and the 

emergence of solidarity movements.  
- The cultural exchanges of the 1960s and 1970s set against the backdrop of the Cold War.  

 
Module 8: October 11-16  
CUBA, FRIEND OR FOE? BEFORE AND AFTER THE 1959 REVOLUTION 

- By the end of Module 8, students will be able to: 
o Explain the causes and consequences of the 1959 Cuban Revolution.   
o Understand the history of U.S. interactions with Cuba before and after 1959.  
o Analyze the way that the Cuban Revolution impacted both American and world affairs.  

https://youtu.be/oxEZrpcJpSU
http://cherrylaneproductions.com/bracero-stories/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/10/disney-donald-duck-carioca-latin-america-imperialism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1Vt2qMis_g
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/20/arts/design/vida-americana-mexican-muralists-whitney.html?fbclid=IwAR1by6B7XmRE2d7h1ve5-WyhsEZvf54cGXakVU8jzEljBSRg5onn2BOQMBw
https://whitney.org/exhibitions/vida-americana
https://magazine.artland.com/stories-of-iconic-artworks-diego-rivera-mural/
https://magazine.artland.com/stories-of-iconic-artworks-diego-rivera-mural/
https://remezcla.com/film/tbt-carmen-miranda-brazil-actress-singer/
https://remezcla.com/film/tbt-carmen-miranda-brazil-actress-singer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1OY28eksdk
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- Readings for Monday’s class:  
o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 7 (pgs. 155-161), and chapter 8 (pgs. 180-185)  
o ARTICLES:  

• Stephen Rabe, “War Against Cuba” 

• Erin Blakemore, “The Secret Cold War Program that Airlifted Cuban Kids to the U.S.—
Without Their Parents” 

• Jorge Duany, “Cuban Migration: A Post-Revolution Exodus Ebbs and Flows” 
o VIDEO: 

• “Cuba: The Battle of America” (1960)—watch at least the first 10 minutes 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• Herbert Matthews, “With Castro in the Sierra Maestra” (1957) 

• Fidel Castro speech at the Presidential Palace (1959) 

• John. F. Kennedy, “Lessons of the Bay of Pigs” (1961) 

• Ernesto “Che” Guevara, “The Foco Theory” (1963)  
- Assignments:  

o Reading Journal due Sunday, October 11 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 1) due Wednesday, October 14—The Cuban Revolution as an 

International Event 

• TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 6 (pgs. 134-144) and chapter 8 (pgs. 194-199) 

• PRIMARY SOURCES: 

• Selections from Venceremos Brigade: Young Americans Sharing the Life and Work of 
Revolutionary Cuba 

• C. Wright Mills, “Listen, Yankee” (1960) 

• John F. Kennedy, “The Alliance for Progress” (1961) 

• The Charter of Punta del Este (1961) 

• Ernesto “Che” Guevara, “Two, Three, Many Vietnams” (1966)  

• Fidel Castro, closing remarks at the Tricontinental Congress (1966) 
 

Module 9: October 18-23  
THE EARLY COLD WAR IN LATIN AMERICA: GUATEMALA (IN CONTRAST TO BOLIVIA) 

- By the end of Module 9, students will be able to: 
o Explain the origins and consequences of the CIA’s covert operations that led to the 1954 coup in 

Guatemala.   
o Understand Guatemalan reactions to U.S. intervention in their political and economic affairs.  
o Understand what happened in Guatemala, and in comparison Bolivia, as a product of the early 

Cold War.   
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 5, Chapter 7 (pgs. 151-155), and chapter 8 (pgs. 177-179) 
o ARTICLE:  

• Kenneth Lehman, “Revolutions and Attributions: Making Sense of Eisenhower 
Administration Policies in Bolivia and Guatemala” 

o VIDEOS: 

• Journey to Bananaland (1950)—United Fruit Company propaganda 

• BBC, The Century of the Self, 1954 CIA USA vs. Guatemala (watch the first 6 minutes) 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• John C. Dreier, “Terminating a Revolution in Guatemala—A View from Washington” 
(1954) 

• Luis Cardoza y Aragón, “Terminating a Revolution in Guatemala—A View from 
Guatemala” (1954) 

https://www.history.com/news/cold-war-refugee-operation-peter-pan-cuba-eisenhower
https://www.history.com/news/cold-war-refugee-operation-peter-pan-cuba-eisenhower
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/cuban-migration-postrevolution-exodus-ebbs-and-flows
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJrUBegHJiE
http://lanic.utexas.edu/project/castro/db/1959/19590117-1.html
http://lanic.utexas.edu/project/castro/db/1966/19660216.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl5WI6MxW1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26Ir2xhL_po
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• Juan José Arévalo, “The Shark and the Sardines” (1961) 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, October 18 at 11:59pm 
 
Module 10: October 25-30  
TWO FACES OF THE 1960s AND 1970s: COUNTERCULTURE AND TERROR 

- By the end of Module 10, students will be able to: 
o Understand the emergence of youth culture in Mexico (and Argentina) as the product of national 

and transnational processes.    
o Explain why the U.S. supported dictatorships in Brazil, Chile, and Argentina and describe the 

impact of dictatorship on those countries’ citizens in general, and on their young people in 
particular. 

o Consider the relationship between counterculture and dictatorship within the context of the Cold 
War.    

- Readings for Monday’s class:  
o BOOK: Zolov, Refried Elvis 
o GRADUATE STUDENTS: Valeria Manzano, “’Rock Nacional’ and Revolutionary Politics: The 

Making of a Youth Culture of Contestation in Argentina, 1966-1976” 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, October 25 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 2) due Wednesday, October 28—Dictatorship in Brazil, Chile, and 

Argentina  

• TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 6 (pgs. 144-150), chapter 7 (pgs. 161-168), and 
chapter 8 (pgs. 189-194) 

• PRIMARY SOURCES:  
o The Church Committee Report on CIA Covert Action (1975) 
o Brazil: Torture Techniques Revealed in Declassified U.S. Documents 

(read the short summary and then AT LEAST ONE of the documents 
linked at the end) 

o Kissinger and Chile: The Declassified Record (read the short summary 
and then AT LEAST ONE of the documents linked at the end) 

o Inside Argentina’s Killing Machine: U.S. Intelligence Documents Record 
Gruesome Human Rights Crimes of 1976-1983 (read the short summary 
and then AT LEAST ONE of the documents linked at the end) 

o Kissinger to Argentines on Dirty War: “The Quicker You Succeed The 
Better” (read the short summary and then AT LEAST ONE of the 
documents linked at the end) 

o Operation Condor (read the short summary and then AT LEAST ONE 
of the documents linked at the end) 

 
Module 11: November 1-6  
THE LATE COLD WAR IN LATIN AMERICA: CENTRAL AMERICA  

- By the end of Module 11, students will be able to: 
o Explain why the U.S. supported military regimes in El Salvador and Guatemala and describe the 

impact of civil war on those countries’ citizens.  
o Understand the means by which the U.S. government supplied these regimes with military and 

tactical support.  
o Understand the causes and consequences of the 1979 Nicaraguan Revolution as well as U.S. 

responses to it.  
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 7 (pgs. 168-176) and chapter 8 (pgs. 185-189 and 199-202) 

https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB478/
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB437/
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/southern-cone/2019-05-30/inside-argentinas-killing-machine-us-intelligence-documents-record-gruesome-human-rights-crimes-1976
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/southern-cone/2019-05-30/inside-argentinas-killing-machine-us-intelligence-documents-record-gruesome-human-rights-crimes-1976
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB104/index.htm
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB104/index.htm
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/southern-cone/2016-05-27/operation-condor-verdict-guilty
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o BOOK: Danner, Massacre at El Mozote (read the text, chapters 1-9, then skim the “Notes,” the 
“Documents,” and “The Dead”)  

o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• Testimonies of Guatemalan Women (1980) 

• The U.S. Department of Defense, “A School of the Americas ‘Study Manual’” (1987) 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, November 1 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board (OPTION 3) due Wednesday, November 4—Revolution and Reaction in 

Nicaragua 

• US SOLIDARITY—READ BOTH: 

• Joan Kruckewitt, The Death of Ben Linder, excerpts (photos at the end) 

• Audrey Seniors, “Solidarity” (1986) 

• US GOVT APPROCAHES—CHOOSE ONE: 

• Ronald Reagan, “The Fear of Communism in Central America” (1984) 

• U.S. CIA, “Teaching Sabotage” (1984) 

• The New York Times, “The Iran-Contra Report; Key Sections of Document: The 
Making of a Political Crisis” (1987) 

• INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS—CHOOSE ONE: 

• Daniel Ortega, “Why the U.S. Must End Its War” (1985) 

• The International Court of Justice, “The United States Condemned” (1986) 

• The Esquipulas II Accords (1987) 
 
Unit Four: The Present Era, 1990-2020 
Unit Four consists of Modules 12-14, which explore the last 30 (or so) years of inter-American interactions. Topics 
include economic engagements, with specific attention to free trade and its discontents, as well as immigration, the 
drug war, the environment, and contemporary issues. Readings consist of a journalistic account, scholarly articles, 
primary sources, and news articles. You will do 3 Reading Journals and 2 Discussion Boards during this unit. Unit 
Four concludes with the Final Exam in 2 parts: the Wrap-Up Reflection and the Final Essay.  
 

At the end of this unit, you will have a better understanding of: 
- How the end of the Cold War changed, or didn’t, U.S.-Latin American relations.  
- Different political and economic contexts in inter-American interactions at the end of the 20th century and 

beginning of the 21st, including the importance of the idea of free trade and the rise of the “Pink Tide.” 
- Immigration from Latin America (mostly Mexico and Central America) to the U.S. from both an historical 

and contemporary perspective.  
- The status of the War on Drugs and its impact on both the U.S. and different Latin American countries.  
- An awareness of the current state of U.S. relations with various Latin American countries.  

 
Module 12: November 8-13 
THE END OF THE COLD WAR AND A NEW, NEW WORLD ORDER 

- By the end of Module 12, students will be able to: 
o Understand the rearrangement of global power after the Cold War and its impact on U.S.-Latin 

American relations.  
o Explain the main ideas behind free trade agreements, as well as support for and opposition to them 

within the post-Cold War context.  
o Consider the rise of the Latin American left and the main ideas that its leaders espoused within the 

post-Cold War context. 
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 9, 10, and 12 
o BOOK: Lindsey-Poland, Emperors in the Jungle, chapter 6 

https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-5-central-america/primary-documents-w-accompanying-discussion-questions/document-17-testimonies-of-guatemalan-women-patricia-herrera-1980/
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/11/19/world/the-iran-contra-report-key-sections-of-document-the-making-of-a-political-crisis.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/11/19/world/the-iran-contra-report-key-sections-of-document-the-making-of-a-political-crisis.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1985/03/13/opinion/why-the-us-must-end-its-war.html
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o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• The North American Free Trade Agreement (1994) 

• The Summit of the Americas (1994) 

• The Organización Regional Interamericana de Trabajadores, “Sweat-Shop Labor” (1996) 

• Evo Morales, “I Believe Only in the Power of the People” (2005)—speech delivered at a 
conference in Mexico 

• Hugo Chávez, “Address to the United Nations General Assembly” (2006)—can watch or 
read the speech 

• Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, Speech at the World Economic Forum (2010) 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, November 8 at 11:59pm 
 
Module 13: November 15-20 
IMMIGRATION: HISTORY AND CONTEMPORARY CONTEXT 

- By the end of Module 13, students will be able to: 
o Place contemporary debates about immigration within their proper historical context with attention 

to changes and continuities.  
o Explain why people would decide to emigrate to the U.S. illegally, and the risks of doing so.   
o Understand how immigration has impacted U.S. and Latin American society in terms of 

demographics, economics, labor, and politics.  
- Readings for Monday’s class:  

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 13 
o BOOK: Urrea, The Devil’s Highway  
o ARTICLE: 

• GRADUATE STUDENTS: Helen Marrow, “Race and the New Southern Migration, 1986 
to the Present”  

- Assignments: 
o Reading Journal due Sunday, November 15 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board due Wednesday, November 18—Gender and the Border 

• CHOOSE TWO OF THE FOLLOWING SCHOLARLY ARTICLES: 
o Eithne Luibheid and Robert Buffington, “Gender, Sexuality, and Mexican 

Migration” 
o Adam Goodman, “Mexican Migrants, Family Separation, and U.S. 

Immigration Policy Since 1942” 
o Maya Pagni Barak, “The Power of Law: How Immigration Policy Shapes 

Salvadorans’ Experience of Family and Motherhood” 
o Yolanda Martin, “Gendered Exclusion: Three Generations of Women 

Deported to the Dominican Republic”  

• READ THE FOLLOWING: 
o Sam Quinones, “The Dead Women of Juárez” 
o Judith Adler Hellman, excerpts from Mexican Lives 
o The Southern Poverty Law Center, “Family Separation under the Trump 

Administration—A Timeline” 
 
Module 14: November 29-December 4 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES: THE DRUG WAR, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND CURRENT EVENTS 

- By the end of Module 14, students will be able to: 
o Understand the War on Drugs in its historical context and its impact in various Latin American 

countries.  
o Identify specific environmental issues pertinent to U.S.-Latin American relations.  

https://www.countercurrents.org/bolivia-morales221205.htm
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hugochavezunitednations.htm
http://www.itamaraty.gov.br/en/speeches-articles-and-interviews/president-of-the-federative-republic-of-brazil-speeches/9287-remarks-by-president-lula-at-the-world-economic-forum-davos-29-january-2010
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2020/06/17/family-separation-under-trump-administration-timeline
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2020/06/17/family-separation-under-trump-administration-timeline
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o Understand a variety of recent events as products of both historical factors and current 
circumstances.  

- Readings for Monday’s class:  
o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 11 and 14 
o BOOK: Lindsey-Poland, Emperors in the Jungle, chapter 4 and 5 
o PRIMARY SOURCES:  

• The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992) 

• Human Rights Watch, ‘Drugs and Democracy in Bolivia” (1995) 

• Washington Office on Latin America statement on Honduras (2009) 
- Assignments: 

o Reading Journal due Sunday, November 29 at 11:59pm 
o Discussion Board due Wednesday, December 2—Choose Your Own Adventure: An Investigation 

of Recent Events  

• Choose a Latin American country and do some research and reading on the status 
of its current relationship with the United States, or choose a topic of current 
relevance. Recent events of interest/topics might be (this list is by no means 
exhaustive):  

o Trump administration policy towards Venezuela, including anti-Maduro 
stance, support for opposition leader Juan Guaidó in 2019, and the recent 
coup attempt in May 2020 

o Ousting of Bolivia’s president Evo Morales in November 2019 
o Election of the “Brazilian Trump,” Jair Bolsonaro, in 2018 
o Shift in U.S. policy towards Cuba from the Obama to Trump 

Administrations 
o Trump Administration “Zero Tolerance” policy at the U.S.-Mexico 

border 
o COVID-19 and the U.S.-Mexico border 
o Central American migration to U.S.—causes and consequences 
o Colombian Peace Agreement Referendum in 2016 
o Status of LGBTQ rights and same-sex marriage legislation in Latin 

America 
o Status of drug statutes in Latin American countries 
o Environmental issues in Latin America, the Caribbean, and/or along the 

U.S.-Mexico border 
o Status of indigenous and human rights in the region 

 
WRAP-UP REFLECTIONS DUE MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 11:59PM 

o TEXTBOOK: Smith, chapter 15 and 16 
o BOOK: Lindsey-Poland, Emperors in the Jungle, chapter 7 and Afterward 

 
FINAL ESSAY DUE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 AT 11:59PM 

https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-16-latin-america-in-the-world-arena-1990s-present/moments-and-events-in-contemporary-us-latin-american-relations/testimony-of-joy-olson/

