
HIST 497-31 Special Topics in World History Spring Semester 2016

Course description 

In 1948, the MV Empire Windrush carried 492 passengers 
and several stowaways from Kingston, Jamaica, to Tilbury 
Dock in London. Among them were Lord Kitchener, a 
calypso artist who sang "London is the Place to Be" to a 
Pathe news crew, and Sam King, future mayor of Southwark 
(a borough of London). In British history, the arrival of the 
Windrush represents the symbolic beginning of post-war 
immigration to Britain from the empire and 
Commonwealth and the remaking of Britain, and 
particularly London, into a multicultural place. Of course, 
people of African descent came to and lived in Britain for 
hundreds of years before 1948. This is the subject of 
Special Topics, the role of people of African descent from 
the earliest times to the present day. We will give particular 
attention to the period since 1948 and to role of Black 
Britons in challenging racial injustice and claiming their 
right as British citizens. 
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Contact 
information 

Moore Hall 270 
Phone: 252.335.3201 
Text/mobile: 252.548.6541 
E-mail: cvreed@ecsu.edu 
Twitter: @reedhistoryecsu 
Skype: chas.reed 

Office hours 

tbd 

Required texts 

Mark Matera, Black 
London: Imperial 
Metropolis and 
Decolonization in the 
Twentieth Century 
(California, 2015). ISBN 
978-0-520-28430-2. 

Zadie Smith, White 
Teeth: A Novel 
(Vintage, 2001). ISBN 
978-0-37570386-7. 

BLACK BRITAIN 
Charles V. Reed, Ph.D.

mailto:cvreed@ecsu.edu
Tracy Reed

Tracy Reed
for Me” to a

mailto:cvreed@ecsu.edu
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Course requirements 

 
Participation 

This is an upper-level history course with a fairly heavy reading 
load. As such, you are expected to come to class having read the 
materials, taken notes, and brought questions and ideas to 
contribute to our conversation. You should not be doing other 
course work, cruising the Internet, etc.

Examinations 

You will take two take-home examinations in the course, one due 
on Friday 11 March and one at the date/time determined for the 
final examination by the Registar’s Office. The exams will include 
identifications, short answer questions, and at least one essay.

Collective Biography Project 

Over the course of the term, you will develop a collective 
biography of a “Black British" group. You might follow a group 
from a particular place (Jamaica or Nigeria, for instance) or one 
dedicated to a particular cause (women’s rights, anti-racism, etc).  
 
Presentation 1 (10 and 17 February): You will share individual 
biographies/findings of commonity members who participated in 
the struggles of the 1920s and 30s.
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Student Learning 

Outcomes 

• Students will be able to employ 
historical methods in the selection 
and use of a variety of resources 
(primary, secondary, historical and 
interdisciplinary) to develop a 
collective biography of a particular 
community of Black Britain. 

• Majors will be able to analyze a 
variety of primary and secondary 
resources to understand the 
history of people of African 
descent in Britain. 

• Majors will be able to identify and 
analyze motives, reasons and/or 
causes and effects of migration, 
racism, anti-racism, cultural 
diffusion and hybridity. 

• Majors will be able to produce an 
original research project, a 
collective biography, using a 
variety of primary and secondary, 
historical and interdisciplinary 
resources. 

• Majors will be able to critically 
assess issues, events, ideas, and 
theories of various periods of 
history, including post-colonialism, 
black studies, and the "imperial 
turn."

Assignment Value Due date

Participation and 
attendance

20%

Examinations 20%

Collective Biography (CB) 
Project

60%

- Presentations (4) (20%)

- Mapping Assignment (10%)

- Final Paper, Documentary, 
or Website

(30%)
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Presentation 2 (2 March): You will focus on cultural contributions of 
your community.

Presentation 3 (23 and 30 March): You will focus on the struggles 
and contributions of your community between 1945 and the 1960s.

Mapping Project (13 April): In class, you will develop a map that 
traces the origins and movements of your community.

Project Presentation and Final Project (27 April): On our last day 
of class, you will submit your final collective biography: a 10-page paper, 
5-minute documentary, or 2,500-word website exhibition (more details 
will be provided). You will also present and explain the project and its 
significance to the class. 

Date Topic Assignment Readings Films/Media

W 13 January Beginnings Rivers of Blood
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Expectations 

• Read the syllabus, and 
know what is expected of 
you. This is a upper-level 
course, and you are an 
adult. You are expected to 
complete the readings and 
assignments as described 
in the syllabus. Expect to 
spend 2-3 hours on 
readings and assignments 
outside of class for every 
hour that we spend in 
class! 

• Mobile phones must be 
switched to silent mode 
during class (see me if you 
have some compelling 
reason to keep your 
mobile phone on). Please 
keep your phone in your 
bag or pocket.  

• Be prompt to class. If you 
must be late, please quietly 
enter the classroom and 
find a seat. 

• Demonstrate respect 
toward your classmates 
and instructor. Do not 
ridicule, raise your voice to, 
or interrupt others. 



HIST 497-31 Special Topics in World History Spring Semester 2016

W 20 January Empire and Slavery in 
the Imperial Metropole

• David 
Richardson, 
“Through a 
Looking Glass: 
Olaudah Equine 
and African 
Experiences of 
the British 
Atlantic Slave 
Trade” 

• “The First Black 
Britons”

W 27 January Visitors and Sojourners 
from Afar

• Reed, “The 
empire comes 
home” (sections) 

• Laura Tabili, “A 
homogeneous 
society? Britain’s 
internal others, 
1800-present”

W 3 February An Imperial War • Matera, 
Introduction 

• Readings from 
the Imperial War 
Museum 

• Smith, “Archie 
1974, 1945”

W 10 
February

Black Internationalism, 
and a Struggle for 
Global Justice, I

CB Presentation #1 
(group A)

• Matera, ch. 1 
• Smith, “Samad 

1984, 1857”

Downton Abbey, 
series 4 (scenes 
from episodes 4, 6, 
7, and 8)

Date Topic Assignment Readings Films/Media
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W 17 
February

Black Internationalism, 
and a Struggle for 
Global Justice, II

CB Presentation #1 
(group B)

• Matera, ch. 2 
• Smith, “Irie 1990, 

1907” 
• Anne Rush, 

“‘Imperial Identity 
in Colonial 
Minds: Harold 
Moody and the 
League of 
Coloured 
People”

W 24 
February

Black Feminism, Black 
Masculinity

• Matera, chs. 3 
and 5 

• Smith, “Magid, 
Millat, and 
Marcus 1992, 
1999”

W 2 March Sounds of Black Britain CB Presentation #2 
(culture)

• Matera, ch. 4 Spotify playlist

W 9 March Making Post-Colonialism Rewriting/
centering History 
Presentations

• Matera, chs. 6 
and 7 

• Selected 
readings in post-
colonial thought

M 14 March-F 
18 March

W 23 March The Windrush 
Generation, I

CB Presentation #3 
(group A)

• Readings from 
Phillips and 
Phillips, 
Windrush: The 
Irresistible Rise of 
Multi-Racial 
Britain

Small Island (2009), 
part one

W 30 March The Windrush 
Generation, II

CB Presentation #3 
(group B)

• Readings from 
Phillips and 
Phillips, 
Windrush: The 
Irresistible Rise of 
Multi-Racial 
Britain

Small Island, part II

Date Topic Assignment Readings Films/Media
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h the quiz. Five (5) Learning Curve quizzes will be administered. 

Late Policy 

Assignments should be submitted in a timely manner. Late LearningCurve quizzes or MEQs will not be 
accepted. For other assignments, students will be penalized one-half letter grade (5%) per school day for 
any assignment submitted late.

University-Sanctioned Events 

Students participating in university-sanctioned events, including athletics, must make arrangements 
with the instructor for missed classes and assignments in advance of the absence or absences. 

E-mail and Blackboard 

You are expected to check to ECSU email account and Blackboard regularly. Course assignments will be 
submitted electronically on Blackboard (paper or emailed copies will not be accepted). If you are unable 

to access Blackboard or your email account, seek the assistance of your instructor 

immediately.

W 6 April Rivers of Blood: Black 
Britain in the 1960s

• Kenetta Perry, 
“‘Race Riots’ and 
the Mystique of 
British Anti-
Racism” 

• Readings from 
Bill Schwarz, 
White Man's 
World

White Teeth (2002), 
episode 1

W 13 April There Ain’t No Black in 
the Union Jack: Black 
Britain in the 1970s

CB Mapping 
Project

• TBA White Teeth (2002), 
episode 2 
 
Spotify playlist

W 20 April Thatcher’s Britain • Scarman Report 
• Readings on the 

Battle of Brixton 

White Teeth (2002), 
episode 3

W 27 April Black Britain Today CB Project 
Presentation

• TBA White Teeth (2002), 
episode 4

TBD Final Examination

Date Topic Assignment Readings Films/Media
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Retain electronic and hard copies of all work until the instructor has posted your final grade and you have 
reviewed it.  Save them to a USB drive or external hard drive, attach them to an e-mail message to 
yourself, or use the services of an online cloud provider like Dropbox.

Inclement Weather 

Class will not meet if the university is closed for inclement weather or any other reason. Closure 
announcements are made on the ECSU website, through university e-mail listservs, and through local 
media outlets. If the university is closed, students are expected to submit assignments at the next class 
session. If the university is open, and there are no e-mail or Blackboard announcements, 

please assume that class will meet. 

Incomplete Grade Policy 

A course grade of Incomplete (I) will be given only if there is a compelling and documented reason (family 
tragedy, serious illness). It also requires that a student has successfully completed 75% of the coursework. 
A grade of Incomplete (I) is offered at the instructor’s discretion

Academic Dishonesty 

As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of 
intellectual and academic integrity.  The examples and definitions given below are intended to clarify the 
standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct are to be judged.  The 
following list is merely illustrative and is not intended to be exhaustive. 

• PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  It includes paraphrasing 
or summarizing the works of another person without acknowledgement, including submitting another 
student’s work as one’s own. 

• CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, during or after an 
examination. 

• UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION.  Submission for academic credit for a work, product or a 
part thereof, represented as being one’s own effort that has been developed in substantial collaboration 
with or without assistance from another person or source is a violation. 

• FALSIFICATION.  It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an academic 
exercise or assignment. 

• MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions of 
the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the instructor(s) to whom the 
material is submitted for additional credit.  In cases where there is a natural development of research or 
knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be desirable or even required 
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PENALTY: For the first offense, the student will receive a “0” on the assignment.  In addition, a letter 
will be written to the student informing them of this, and a copy of the letter will be sent to the student’s 
advisor.  If the student violates the policy a second time, the student will fail the course, and another 
letter will be written to the student and copied to the student’s advisor and department chair. The student 
may also be referred to Student Affairs.

Support Services  

The Center for Special Needs Students in the Counseling and Testing Center, Ridley Student Center 121, 
provides an academic support program designed to assist students with visual, physical, hearing, and 
learning disabilities.  The goal is to make the University accessible to all students with disabilities.  

ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity 
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of 
federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities 
enjoyed by all citizens.  The university is required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to 
students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility 
primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized 
documentation each semester. For further information, contact the Counseling and Testing Center at 
(252) 335-3273. 
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