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Course Description: 
The objective of this course is to trace and understand both the history of Islam as a 
religious tradition and Muslim societies in Africa as part of a larger world. This course 
surveys the history and historiography of Islam in Africa from its arrival in North 
Africa in the seventh century through the present day in postcolonial Africa while also 
paying attention to continuing points of contact and exchange between Muslims in 
Africa across the Sahara as well as the Atlantic and Indian Ocean worlds. Students 
will examine the history of Islam in Africa in light of issues such as conversion, 
interactions with other religious traditions, reform movements, slavery and race, 
education, gender, European colonial rule, and postcolonial politics. Possible sources 
for the course include Arab geographical and travel accounts, juridical texts debating 
social categories of race, slavery and gender, regional chronicles reflecting the 
interface between Islam and local African religious traditions, colonial reports 
revealing fears of Islam as a unifying force for Africans, and novels and films 
addressing Islam as a major theme. Students will also have the opportunity to travel to 
Doha, Qatar to visit the Bin Jelmood House, the Museum of Islamic Art, and Suq 
Waqif.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Intended Learning Outcomes: 
• Gain insight into the worldviews and lives of Africans who have considered 
themselves Muslims and to understand how and why those worldviews and 
experiences changed. 
• Critically analyze narratives that include Islam and Muslim communities in a 
range of social and cultural contexts through a variety of texts to recognize the 
ways both have been understood by others across regions and time periods.  
• Learn to think comparatively, to consider an issue from the varying perspectives 
of different cultural traditions; to develop the ability to be open to others’ points 
of view and to see one’s own position from other angles.  
• Develop skills in oral expression and ability to present ideas clearly and 
persuasively; and advance expository writings skills and development of a clear 
analytical style. 
 

Teaching and Learning Methodologies: 
This is a reading and viewing intensive course aimed at introducing students to 
foundational texts, new research, and film/literary production addressing the histories 
of Africans who considered themselves Muslim. This course adopts a seminar format 
combined with short lectures to provide the background necessary to contextualize 
each class’s assigned readings and/or viewings. Students will work together to come to 
a deeper understanding of the ideas and arguments in the readings and films. This 
course relies on two textbooks to guide students through the major regions or themes 
currently addressed in the field of History with a collection of written primary sources, 
films, news articles, and literature to draw attention to the lived experiences and 
worldviews of Muslim Africans. Embedded in these discussions is also an on-going 
focus on historical methodology when it comes to the history of Africa and Africans. 
Writing assignments provide students space to explore these concepts while 
improving their writing and analytic skills. Students will also lead discussion once and 
write a polished book review to provide the opportunity to further delve into a topic of 
interest while also deepening communication and analytic skills. 
 
Films 
Timbuktu (Dir. Abderrahmane Sissako, Mali/Mauritania/France, 2014, 1h40) 
The Silver Fez (Dir. Loyd Ross, South Africa, 2009, 1h27) 
 
Films will be assigned as at-home/out-of-class assignments and placed on reserve at 
the Library or available on-line as indicated in the syllabus. Supplementary short 
films and YouTube clips may be assigned throughout the semester.  
 
 
 
 
 



Required Texts:  
Bang, Anne, Sufis and Scholars of the Sea: Family Networks in East Africa, 1860-1925  

(Routledge, 2003). 
Baba, Cheikh Anta, Fighting the Greater Jihad: Amadu Bamba and the Founding the  

Muridiyya of Senegal, 1853-1913 (Ohio University Press, 2007). 
Djebar, Assia, Women of Algiers in their Apartment  (University of Virginia Press,  

1980/1999). 
Gurnah, Abdulrazak, Paradise (New Press, 1995). 
Levtzion, Nehemia and Randall L. Pouwels, eds. The History of Islam in Africa (Ohio  

University Press, 2000). 
Loimeier, Roman, Muslim Societies in Africa: A Historical Anthropology (Indiana  

University Press, 2013). 
Mack, Beverly and Jean Boyd, One Woman’s Jihad: Nana Asma’u, Scholar and Scribe  

(Indiana University Press, 2000). 
Soares, Benjamin and René Otayek, eds. Islam and Muslim Politics in Africa (Palgrave  

Macmillan, 2007). 
 
Readings not listed here will be available either on-line or on NYU classes. All books 
and films will be on reserve in the NYUAD library or available electronically and 
digitally. Links to readings available online are provided unless otherwise searchable 
through the NYUAD library. Readings will be completed before the lecture for 
which they are assigned.  
 
Requirements and Assignments 
 
African Studies Event (5%) 
Students are required to attend at least one Africa-related event of their choice during 
the semester. This can be a seminar organized through African Studies, an Africa 
Global organized cultural event, a film screening, a music concert, an art exhibit on 
campus or in Abu Dhabi or Dubai, or a related talk on campus or elsewhere. Before 
attending the event, students should seek approval from the instructor to ensure the 
event fulfills the necessary African Studies requirement. After attending or 
participating in the event, students will then submit a short response paper (1 full and 
well-written page) contextualizing the event and writing any questions or reflections 
elicited during the experience.  
 
Participation (15%) 
As a seminar-based class, active participation in all class sections is a fundamental 
requirement and will form a substantial portion of the final grade. This entails having 
read/watched, annotated, and thought about the complete assignment carefully before 
class starts. Participation in class will be judged by quality, not by quantity, both active 
listening and thoughtful speaking are essential to productive class discussion. 
Productive participation is marked by regular comments and/or questions that show 



the student has read and thought critically about the assigned work for the class. 
Students should ask questions, contribute different interpretations to the sources and 
subjects addressed, and share their perspectives in a relevant and supportive manner. 
Student thoughts and questions will provide the starting point for class discussion.  
 
Active participation will be consequently factored into the final grade for the course.  
Those who never speak in class but have perfect attendance will end up with a score 
around 60% for participation.  If students feel reluctant to speak in class, they should 
talk to the professor early in the semester to find an alternative way to participate.  
 
Two Short Assignments (20%) 
1) Choose an example of important Islamic architecture from sub-Saharan Africa; 
investigate its history, its stylistic features, its role in local social and cultural life, and 
its significance for our understanding of the history of Islam in its location or region. 
Present your findings in essay form (1200 words), as a PowerPoint presentation using 
visual aids with text (1200 words), or as a website. Due Saturday, February 11 by 5pm. 
 
2) Write a critical response essay to the class trip to Doha, Qatar. If you take 
photographs or film any video from the trip to museums, Souq Waqif, music 
performances, or our discussions, include these in uploaded form to Professor 
Pettigrew. This class trip will focus on histories of and legacies of diasporic 
connections when it comes to trans-oceanic and historical ties between Africa and 
Islam. You will be witnessing specific histories of enslavement and demographic 
movement from Africa to the Gulf and Middle East as well as the kind of work that 
African slaves did in the Gulf and the ways that slavery eventually became 
criminalized so that, even if you follow how the institution of slavery has disappeared 
in the region, you will also confront questions about how its legacies remain. Write 
1200 words that show reflection of how class readings link to the museums and 
discussions during the visit. Due Saturday, March 11 by 5pm. 

Discussion Leader (10%) 
Students will sign up the second day of class to lead discussion once during the 
semester. Leading discussion means having read, digested, and understood the 
readings assigned for the day enough to give a clear summary of the main argument or 
position of the readings, to compare and place the texts in dialogue with each other or 
previous readings, to define any new or complicated terms; and to provide a series of 
questions about the readings for the class. Students should come prepared to give a 7-
10 minute summary and analysis of the readings before opening up the floor to a 
discussion facilitated by the professor but directed by the discussion leader. Visual 
aids or PowerPoint are not required but might help make the discussion more lively. 
 
 
 



 
Book review (20%) 
Each student will choose one book from the suggested reading list attached to the 
syllabus and write a short review of it (1000 words). Reviews should be formal, 
polished, critically balanced and reflect a careful reading.  
 
Research Paper (30%) 
Students will carry out original individual research on a topic of interest and write a 
mid-length (3000-4000 word) research paper on it using library sources. The research 
paper should investigate some topic closely related to the theme of the course but 
about which we have either not had any substantial reading or only addressed a 
portion thereof. Papers should ideally draw on primary sources, but since that is often 
not possible, secondary sources should be of high quality and peer reviewed, and 
papers should address the reliability of all evidence, primary and secondary. The 
paper will be graded on mechanics (spelling, grammar, intelligibility, flow), quality of 
argumentation (logical progressions and engagement with existing literature), and use 
of evidence (quantity, quality, interpretation of, and awareness of limitations of).  
Final Papers are due Friday, May 19 by 5pm.  

 
Grading 

African Studies Event                                                                                5% 
Short Assignment (2)                                                                                  15% 
Participation                      20% 
Discussion Leader                 10% 
Book Review                                                                                               20% 
Final Paper                                                                       30% 

 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory and students must come prepared to discuss all assigned 
written and unwritten materials. Absences are excused due to illness, personal or 
family emergency, or religious obligation. As quickly as possible, notify the professor 
of your expected or unintended absence. Students may make up for an unexcused 
absence by submitting a thoughtful response paper. 
 
Late Papers 
Papers are to be submitted online by midnight on the date indicated on the syllabus. 
Providing deadlines ensures that the professor can grade and return papers to the 
class in a timely fashion and that students get the full benefit of comments to 
incorporate into future assignments. It also ensures that students do not fall behind, 
finding themselves in a place from which it is impossible to catch up. Once in the 
quarter, if it is clear 24 hours before a paper is due that a student will miss the 
deadline no matter the excuse, the students should notify the professor by email and 
will be granted an extension of a day with no penalty. Otherwise, all papers should be 



submitted on time with a 1/3 grade deduction for every day late (so, an A- paper would 
become a B+, a B+ would become a B and so on).  
 
 
Formatting and Citation Guidelines 
All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, have 1” margins and size 12 Times New 
Roman font. Students should use footnotes instead of endnotes when citing sources. 
 
History follows the Chicago Style for citations. Please consult Kate Turbian, A Manual 
for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertation: Chicago style for students and 
researchers. Available at the Library (LB2369.T8 at the Reference Desk) or consider  
purchasing a copy if you plan on taking more courses in the History program. A quick 
and easy guide can be  found at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.  
Citing sources for arguments and evidence is of vital importance, please do so 
consistently and thoroughly. Bowdoin College has a helpful website with tips on 
“Reading, Writing, and Researching for History” at http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-
guides/ worth exploring.  
 
Students are expected to follow NYUAD’s policy on Academic Integrity aimed at 
ensuring “fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom.” Part of 
this academic integrity is also maintaining academic honesty by always citing and 
attributing other people’s words and ideas used in assigned papers and in discussion. 
To avoid any issues of plagiarism, students should properly cite all sources consulted 
to any extent (including material from the internet), whether or not assigned and 
whether or not quoted directly. (See https://students.nyuad.nyu.edu/campus-
life/community-standards/policies/academic-integrity/ ) 
 
 
Academic Disability 
Please schedule an appointment with the professor at the beginning on the semester 
to discuss any specific accommodation you may need for documented disabilities for 
this course. The First Year Dean at NYU Abu Dhabi and the Director of the NYU 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) are available to advise students 
about NYUAD's policy, procedures, and resources, as well as oversee compliance with 
approved accommodations. nyuad.disabilities@nyu.edu 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Schedule 
 
Week 1: Introduction 

Wednesday, January 25: Africanization of Islam or Islamization of Africa?   
• Loimeier, Introduction and Chapter 1 “Is There an ‘African’ Islam?” of 

Muslim Societies in Africa (1-34). 
• Okot p’Bitek, Chapters 6-8 and 10-12 “Present studies in African 

religions”, “Dialogue with Animism”, “Max Muller, the missionaries and 
African deities”, “Hellenization of African deities”, “De-Hellenizing the 
Christian God”, and “Conclusion” in African Religions in Western 
Scholarship (19-34 and 43-56).  

 
Week 2: The Arrival of Islam 
 Monday, January 30: On Sources 

• Timothy Insoll, Introduction, The Archaeology of Islam in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, (1-35). 

• John Hunwick, “Arabic Sources for African History,” in Philips, Writing 
African History, (216-253). 

• Al-Johara Hassan al-Thani, “The Queen of Sheba in Yemeni and 
Ethiopian Mythologies,” in Abusharaf and Eickelman, Africa and the Gulf 
Region: Blurred Boundaries and Shifting Ties, (27-40). 

Wednesday, February 1: North Africa 
• Loimeier, Chapter 2 “The Bilad al-Maghrib: Rebels, Saints and Heretics” 

of Muslim Societies in Africa (35 – 53). 
• Peter von Sivers, Chapter 1 “Egypt and North Africa” in Levtzion and 

Pouwels, The History of Islam in Africa (21-36) 
• Ramzi Rouighi, “The Andalusi origins of the Berbers,” Journal of 

Medieval Iberian Studies 2, n.1 (2010): 93-108. 
 
Week 3: Traders, Clerics, and Kings 

Monday, February 6: West Africa 
• Loimeier, Chapter 3 and 4 “The Sahara as Connective Space” and 

“Dynamics of Islamization in the Bilad al-Sudan” of Muslim Societies in 
Africa (54-107). 

• Al-Bakri, parts of Kitab al-masalik wa-l-mamalik in Levtzion and Hopkins, 
Corpus of Early Arabic Sources for West African History (62-87). 

Wednesday, February 8: East Africa and the Horn of Africa 
• Loimeier, Chapters 8-10 “Ethiopia and Islam”, “Muslims on the Horn of 

Africa”, “The East African Coast”, of Muslim Societies in Africa (172-247). 
• Ibn Battuta “The East African Coast” in Collins, Documents from the 

African Past, (8-14). 
 

First Short Assignment Due Saturday, February 11 by 5pm (electronically) 



 
Week 4: Nomads, Farmers, and Pastoralists in West Africa 

Monday, February 13: West African Empires 
• Ibn Battuta, parts of al-Rihla from Levtzion and Hopkins, Corpus of Early 

Arabic Sources for West African History, (279-304). 
• Mohammed al-Sa’di, excerpts from Tarikh al-Sudan, (1-34, 91-117, 186-

236). 
• John Hunwick, “Secular Power and Religious Authority in Muslim 

Society: The Case of the Songhay,” Journal of African History 37 (1996): 
175-194. 

Wednesday, February 15: Out of the Court and into the Fields 
• Rudolph T. Ware III, Chapter 2 “Embodying Islam in West Africa: The 

Making of a Clerisy, ca. 1000-1700 in The Walking Qur’an: Islamic 
Education, Embodied Knowledge, and History in West Africa, (77-109). 

• Ivor Wilks, “The Juula and the Expansion of Islam into the Forest” in 
Levtzion and Pouwels, The History of Islam in Africa, (93-116). 

• Mungo Park, Chapter 4 from Travels in the Interior Districts of Africa (97-
107). 

 
                    ♪♫ Noura mint Seymali concert at the NYUAD Arts Center ♪♫ 

 
Week 5: Race and Slavery 

Monday, February 20: Racial Discourse in the Sahel 
• Bruce Hall, Part One “Race Along the Desert Edge, c.1600-1900,” in A 

History of Race in Muslim West Africa, 1600-1960 (27-104). 
• Timothy Cleaveland, “Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti and his Islamic critique 

of racial slavery in the Maghrib,” in The Journal of North African Studies 
20, n.1 (January 2015): 42-64. 

• IN CLASS: Bible, Genesis 9, verses 18-27 from the King James Version. 
Wednesday, February 22: Slavery in the Arabian Gulf 

• Matthew S. Hopper, “Diasporic Routes: African Passages to the Gulf” in 
Abusharaf and Eickelman, Africa and the Gulf Region: Blurred Boundaries 
and Shifting Ties, (41-54). 

• Benjamin Reilly, “Mutawalladeen and Malaria: African Slavery in Arabian 
Wadis,” in Journal of Social History  47, n.4 (2014): 878-896. 

• Scott Cooper and Karen Exell, “Bin Jelmood House: Narrating an 
Intangible History in Qatar,” Davis and Stefano, The Routledge 
Companion to Intangible Cultural Heritage (). 

• Ali A. Alraouf, “A Tale of Two Souqs: The Paradox of Gulf Urban 
Diversity,” Open House International 37, n.2 (June 2012): 72-81. 

 
***     Trip to Doha, Qatar February 24-25   *** 



 
Week 6: Merchants and the Swahili Coast in East Africa 

Monday, February 27: Sufism  
• Anne Bang, Chapters 1-6, Sufis and Scholars of the Sea: Family Networks in 

East Africa, 1860-1925, (1-125). 
Wednesday, March 1: Diasporas in East Africa 

• Anne Bang, Chapters 7- Conclusion, Sufis and Scholars of the Sea, (126-
203). 

 
Week 7: Reformists  
 Monday, March 6: Nineteenth-Century  

• Loimeier, Chapter 5 and 7 “Dynamics of Jihad in the Bilad al-Sudan,” 
“Egyptian Colonialism and the Mahdi in the Sudan,” in Muslim Societies 
in Africa, (108-134 and 154-171). 

• Murray Last, “Reform in West Africa: the Jihad Movements of the 
Nineteenth Century,” in History of West Africa, vol.2, ed. JFA Ajayi and 
Michael Crowder (London, 1971): 1-29. 

Wednesday, March 8: Sokoto Caliphate and Nana Asma’u  
• Beverly Mack and Jean Boyd, One Woman’s Jihad: Nana Asma’u, Scholar 

and Scribe, 1-91, 127-131, 100-101. 
• IN CLASS: Al-Kanami, “The Case Against the Jihad, 1813” in Collins, 

Documents from the African Past, (172-175).  
 

Second Short Assignment Due Saturday, March 11 by 5pm (electronically) 
 
Week 8: Jurisprudence 
 Monday, March 12: Islam Law in Africa 

• Allan Christelow, “Islamic Law in Africa” in Randalls and Pouwels, The 
History of Islam in Africa (373-396). 

• David Powers, Chapter 1 “Kadijustiz or Qadi-Justice? A Paternity Dispute 
from Fourteenth-Century Morocco,” in Law, Society and Culture in the 
Maghrib, 1300-1500 (23-52). 

• Elisabeth McMahon, “Slave Wills along the Swahili Coast,” in 
Bellagamba, Greene, and Klein, African Voices on Slavery and the Slave 
Trade, (511-520) 

 
Week 9: March 26-30 Colonial Understandings of Islam 
 Monday, March 27:  France and “L’Islam noir” 

• Abdulrazak Gurnah, Paradise (). 
• Jean-Louis Triaud, “Islam in Africa under French Colonial Rule,” in 

Randalls and Pouwels, The History of Islam in Africa (169-188). 
 Wednesday, March 29: British Colonial Rule over Muslim Subjects 

• Abdulrazak Gurnah, Paradise (). 



• Loimeier, Chapter 12 “Muslims under Colonial Rule,” Muslim Socieites 
in Africa, (267-294). 

• Lord Lugard, “Indirect Rule in Tropical Africa, 1900,” in Collins, 
Documents from the African Past, (290-297). 

 
Week 10: Muslim Responses to Colonialism 
 Monday, April 3:  Amadu Bamba and the Founding of the Muridiyya  

• Cheikh Anta Babou, Chapters 1-4, Fighting the Greater Jihad (1-114). 
• Allen Roberts and Mary Nooter Roberts, “Introduction: Aura and 

Icon in Contemporary Senegal,” in A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of 
Urban Senegal (21-41). 

 Wednesday, April 5:  The Muridiyya in Colonial and Post-Colonial Senegal 
• Cheikh Anta Babou, Chapters 5-Conclusion, Fighting the Greater Jihad 

(115-184). 
• Roberts and Roberts, Chapter 6: “Mouride Women: In the Mirror of 

the Mother,” in A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal (151-163). 
• LISTEN: Youssou N’Dour, Bamba 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W-eYx6DGgI  
 
Week 11: Education 
 Monday, April 10:  Islamic Education in Africa 

• Stefan Reichmuth, “Islamic Education and Scholarship in Sub-
Saharan Africa,” in Randalls and Pouwels, The History of Islam in 
Africa (419-440). 

• Robert Launay and Rudolph T. Ware III, “How (not) to read the 
Qur’an? Logics of Islamic Education in Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire,” 
in Islamic Education in Africa: Writing Boards and Blackboards (255-
267). 

 Wednesday, April 12: Pilgrimage and Education  
• Chanfi Ahmed, Chapters 1-3, “Hijra on the Sudan Road,” “The 

‘Ulama Forerunners of the Hijra and Teachers in the Mosque of the 
Prophet in Medina,” and “The ‘Ulama’ of the Second Generation,”  
West Africa ‘ulama’ and Salafism in Mecca and Medine: Jawab al-Ifriqi – 
the Response of the African (13-80). 

 
Week 12: Gender  

Monday, April 17:  Health and Healing 
• David Owusu-Ansah, “Prayer, Amulets, and Healing,” in Levtzion 

and Pouwels, The History of Islam in Africa (477-488). 
• Susan O’Brien, “Pilgrimage, Power, and Identity: The Role of the 

Hajj in the Lives of Nigerian Hausa Bori Adepts,” Africa Today 46, 
n.3/4 (Summer/Autumn, 1999): 11-40. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/50416  



• Susan Rasmussen, “Betrayal or affirmation? Transformation in 
witchcraft technologies of power, danger and agency among the 
Tuareg of Niger,” in Moore and Sanders, Magical Interpretations, 
Material Realities: Modernity, Witchcraft and the Occult in Postcolonial 
Africa (136-159). 

Wednesday, April 19: Saving Women 
• Janice Boddy, “Womb as Oasis: The Symbolic Context of Pharaonic 

Circumcision in Rural Northern Sudan,” American Ethnologist  9, n.4 
(Nov. 1982): 682-698. 

• Assia Djebar, Women of Algiers in their Apartment 
 

Week 13: Religious Pluralism  
 Wednesday, April 26:  Internal and External Shifts  

• Loimeier, “Muslims on the Cape: Community and Dispute,” Muslim 
Societies in Africa, (248-266). 

• Mara Leichtman, “Migration, War and the Making of a Transnational 
Lebanese Shi’i Community in Senegal,” International Journal of 
Middle East Studies 42, n.2 (May 2010): 269-290. 

• Barbara Cooper, “Anatomy of Riot: The Social Imaginary, Single 
Women, and Religious Violence in Niger,” Canadian Journal of 
African Studies 37, n. 2-3 (2003): 467-512. 
 

*** Film Screening of The Silver Fez*** 

 
Week 14: Muslims in the Era of the Nation State 
 Wednesday, May 3:  East Africa 

• Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, “Politics and Sharia in Northern Nigeria,” in 
Soares and Otayek, Islam and Muslim Politics in Africa (177-188). 

• Rudiger Seesemann, “Kenyan Muslim, the Aftermath of 9/11, and the 
‘War on Terror’, in Soares and Otayek, Islam and Muslim Politics in 
Africa (157-176). 

• Abdin Chaunde, “Radicalism and Reform in East Africa,” in Levtzion 
and Pouwels, A History of Islam in Africa (349-369). 
 

*** Film Screening of Timbuktu Sunday, May 4  *** 

 
 
Week 15: Islamic Futures? 

Monday, May 8: Timbuktu  
• Ousmane Oumar Kane, “Arabophones Triumphant: Timbuktu under 

Islamic Rule,” in Beyond Timbuktu: An Intellectual History of Muslim 
West Africa (178-199). 



• Benjamin Soares, “Islam in Mali in the neoliberal era,” in African 
Affairs 105, n. 418 (January 2006): 77-95. 

• News stories on Timbuktu, 2012 and 2016. 
Wednesday, May 10: Rich and Poor 

• Mayke Kaag, “Aid, Umma, and Politics: Transnational Islamic NGOs 
in Chad,” in Soares and Otayek, Islam and Muslim Politics in Africa, 
(85-102). 

• Samadia Sadouni, “New Religious Actors in South Africa: The 
Example of Islamic Humanitarianism,” in in Soares and Otayek, Islam 
and Muslim Politics in Africa, (103-118). 

 
 

FINAL PAPERS ARE DUE FRIDAY, MAY 19 BY 5PM.  
 
 

 


