
HISTORY 398V
POSTWAR GERMANY

Summer 2010
MTWRF 12:30-2:00
Old Main 425

INSTRUCTOR EMAIL PHONE OFFICE OFFICE HOURS
Dr. J. Laurence Hare lhare@uark.edu 575-5890 Old Main 511 M-F 2:00-3:00

or by appointment

Course Description

At the end of World War II, the National Socialist regime lay in ruins, and the people of 
Germany found themselves struggling to rebuild a devastated and divided country. What 
followed was a remarkable metamorphosis that yielded a reunified, prosperous, and peaceful 
Germany ready to take a leadership role in European and world affairs. The overarching goal of 
this course is to assess this dramatic transformation by exploring German culture and society in 
the period after 1945. Through in-class lectures and discussions of selected historical and cultural 
sources, we will examine the ways in which Germans embraced a new future while coming to 
terms with the devastation and moral legacy of the Third Reich and the Holocaust. Along the 
way, we will identify  the historical roots of salient issues in contemporary Germany  while 
surveying the state of historical scholarship on this period.1  

Goals of the Course
 
Through a combined study of relevant primary sources and current scholarship, participants in 
this course will investigate: 

• The physical challenges and ideological tensions at work in the immediate postwar period
• The economic rehabilitation in the West and the rise of consumer society
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1 This syllabus was used to teach HIST 398V Postwar Germany in the summer term of 2010 at the University of 
Arkansas.  It is based on a syllabus for HIST/GERM 257 Society and Culture of Postwar Germany, which was 
designed by J. Laurence Hare and Richard Langston at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2007.  The 
present syllabus is used with permission of Dr. Langston.



• The development of dissident movements in the East
• The emergence of alternative cultures in the West
• The process of German reunification and the consequences of division
• The controversies related to the memory of the Holocaust and Second World War

By the end of this course, students should meet the following goals:

Content:

• Through course lectures and text discussions, students will understand the basic contours 
of German history from the end of World War II to the present

• Through engagement with the Jarausch text, students will be able to identify and discuss 
the major structural factors and historical events that played a role in the “recivilizing” of 
postwar German society and culture 

• Through readings of selected memoirs and literature, students will discuss the ways in 
which individuals experienced and responded to the larger changes underway in postwar 
Germany

Skills:

• Through discussions of assigned readings, students will relate primary  source material to 
its historical context and utilize primary sources to answer key historical questions

• Through engagement with select secondary sources, including a written review of a 
scholarly monograph and presentation related to a journal article, students will learn to 
read more actively to assess the argumentation and use of evidence in secondary source 
texts.  

• For students interested in improving their German language and cultural skills, this 
course will provide an opportunity to read original political and cultural texts and to write 
about and discuss the material in German. Note: German language skills are not a 
prerequisite of this course.  

Course Requirements

I. Class Preparation and Participation: Active class participation is essential, and students 
are expected to come to class having carefully read all assigned texts and considered any 
study questions provided in advance of the readings.  Earning a high participation grade 
depends on demonstrating careful preparation and a willingness to contribute to class 
discussions.  Students who are clearly unprepared, or who distract from the learning 
process (e.g. by sleeping, texting, or exhibiting disruptive behavior) may  be asked to leave 
and counted absent for the day.
This course includes a Cultures and Languages across the Curriculum (CLAC) component. 
On many  class days, students will have an opportunity to choose between a selected text in 
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English or in German.  These are denoted in the schedule below with icons for English -  

 and German - .  Students are invited to read both selections, but are not 
required to do so.  

II. Class Attendance: Since this is a concentrated term, attendance is especially crucial to 
student success.  Therefore, students who miss more than one class session will be 
penalized three points on the final grade for each subsequent absence.  Exceptions to this 
rule must be discussed with the professor, and students should be prepared to show all 
relevant documentation.  The professor reserves the right to assign relevant make-up work 
to offset any absences, excused or unexcused. 

III. Short Writing Assignments: Course participants will write three short essays during the 
semester.  Students working solely in English will prepare analyses of the course books, 
while students working in German will respond to questions raised by  the German readings 
with Aufsätze written in German.  In both cases, the papers should be approximately 750 
words typewritten in 12-point Times New Roman Font.  Please be prepared to submit your 
paper as a hard copy and please staple your paper.  

IV. Oral Presentation: To improve active reading skills, students will select a current scholarly 
journal article related to a topic of postwar German history and present a summary and 
analysis to the class.  The analysis should include an assessment of the article’s main 
argument(s), its use of evidence, and its contribution to the scholarly literature on the topic. 
Presentations will take place throughout the semester at the beginning of class.    

V.   Book Review: All students will complete a short review of a secondary monograph treating 
some aspect of postwar German history.  The review may  be written in either English or 
German, and in all cases should be at least 1500 words typed in 12-point Times New 
Roman font. Please be prepared to submit your paper as a hard copy  and please staple your 
paper. For more information, see the course Book Review Guide. 

VI. Exams: There will be two exams in this course, a midterm and a final.  Both will include 
questions related to key  terms and figures in the course and at least one larger essay 
question.  The exams will also include questions related to the course readings.

Grading

Participation and Daily Assignments  10%
Writing Assignments  15%
Oral Presentation  10%
Book Review  15%
Midterm Exam  25%
Final Exam  25%
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Required Texts

• Baumann, Bommi. How It All Began: A Personal Account of a West German Urban 
Guerilla.  Trans. Hellene Ellenbogen.  Vancouver: Arsenal Pulp Press, 2002.  ISBN: 
0889780455.

• Borchert, Wolfgang, The Man Outside. Trans. David Porter. New York: New Directions, 
1971. ISBN: 0811200116.

• Hensel, Jana. After The Wall: Confessions from an East German Childhood and the Life 
that Came Next.  Trans. Jefferson Chase.  New York: Public Affairs, 2004.  ISBN: 
1586482661.

• Jarausch, Konrad H. After Hitler: Recivilizing Germans, 1945-1995. Trans. Brandon 
Hunziker. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.  ISBN: 0195127799.

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty refers to unauthorized collaboration on tests, papers, and other assignments 
and will not be tolerated in this course.  Any work that involves academic dishonesty  will receive 
an automatic F and be referred for University  sanctions.  You can and are encouraged to study 
together or exchange ideas.  You may not, however, speak to another student about questions on 
a test, share information with others during a test, or plagiarize.  For help with citing sources and 
understanding plagiarism, you may  speak with the instructor and consult the University Library 
website: http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/citingyoursources.asp

Schedule of Readings, Discussions, and Assignments

DATE    TOPIC AND ASSIGNED READINGSTOPIC AND ASSIGNED READINGS

    INTRODUCTION    INTRODUCTION    INTRODUCTION

6 July, Tuesday Exploring Postwar Germany

  Review Syllabus

Exploring Postwar Germany

  Review Syllabus
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7 July, Wednesday Nationalism, Modernization, and the Making of the Postwar Era

  Film Screening: Überfall 

 James Sheehan, “What is German History?: Reflections on 
the Role of the Nation in German History and Historiography”

 Jarausch, 3-18

Nationalism, Modernization, and the Making of the Postwar Era

  Film Screening: Überfall 

 James Sheehan, “What is German History?: Reflections on 
the Role of the Nation in German History and Historiography”

 Jarausch, 3-18
8 July, Thursday Stunde Null?

 Jarausch, 19-45

Stunde Null?

 Jarausch, 19-45
9 July, Friday The Man Outside (Draussen vor der Tür)

 Wolfgang Borchert, The Man Outside, 86-135

The Man Outside (Draussen vor der Tür)

 Wolfgang Borchert, The Man Outside, 86-135
12 July, Monday12 July, Monday Political Reconstruction in the Western Zones

 Jarausch 46-71
AND

  Denazification Questionnaire
OR

  Persilscheine
13 July, Tuesday13 July, Tuesday Sovietization and the Creation of the DDR

 Film Screening: Strictly Propaganda (1992)
AND

 Text Analysis Due
OR

 AUFSATZ FÄLLIG 
14 July, Wednesday14 July, Wednesday Restoration and Normalization in the Adenauer Era

 Jarausch 72-98

 Hanna Schissler, “‘Normalization’ as a Project: Some 
Thoughts on Gender Relations in West Germany during the 
1950s” 

15 July, Thursday15 July, Thursday Mass Culture and High Culture

 Jarausch 99-129

 Film Screening, Grün ist die Heide (excerpt)
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16 July, Friday16 July, Friday The Other Germany

  Film Screening: Berlin Ecke Schönhauser (excerpt)
AND

 Konrad Jarausch, “Care and Coercion: The GDR as 
Welfare Dictatorship”
OR

 Reiner Kunze, Junge Menschen in der DDR
19 July, Monday19 July, Monday Crisis and Stability in the DDR

 Jarausch 130-155
20 July, Tuesday20 July, Tuesday MIDTERM EXAM

21 July, Wednesday21 July, Wednesday The Second Upheaval: Youth Movements East and West

 Jarausch, 156-184 

 Rudi Dutschke, “On Anti-Authoritarianism”
22 July, Thursday22 July, Thursday Ostpolitik

 Willy Brandt, “Ostpolitik”
OR

  Peter Schneider, Mauerspringer (Auszug)
23 July, Friday23 July, Friday Radical Protest

  Bommi Baumann, How It All Began, 1-58
26 July, Monday26 July, Monday Confessions of a Domestic Terrorist

  Bommi Baumann, How It All Began, 59-123
27 July, Tuesday27 July, Tuesday Alternative Politics and Culture

 Petra Kelly, Fighting for Hope (excerpt)
AND

  TEXT ANALYSIS DUE
OR

  AUFSATZ FÄLLIG 
28 July, Wednesday28 July, Wednesday The Collapse of Communism 

 Jarausch, 185-238
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29 July, Thursday29 July, Thursday The Promise and Peril of the Postcommunist Era

  Jana Hensel, After the Wall, 1-42
AND

  Jacob Heilbrunn, “Germany’s New Right”
OR

  Wolf Wagner, Kulturschock Deutschland
30 July, Friday30 July, Friday Ostalgie 

  Jana Hensel, After the Wall, 43-166
2 August, Monday2 August, Monday Vergangenheitsbewältigung

  Michael Geyer, “The Politics of Memory in 
Contemporary Germany,” 169-200
AND

  TEXT ANALYSIS DUE
OR

  AUFSATZ FÄLLIG 
3 August, Tuesday3 August, Tuesday Immigration and Hybridity

 Film Screening, Head On (excerpt)

 Şenocak and Tulay, “Germany: A Home for Turks?”

 Jarausch, 239-266
4 August, Wednesday4 August, Wednesday Germany, the New Europe, and Transatlantic Ties

 Daniel Hamilton, “Beyond Bonn, Beyond Berlin: 
America and the Stuttgart Republic”

 Jarausch, 267-282
5 August, Thursday5 August, Thursday Reflections

 BOOK REVIEW DUE
6 August, Friday6 August, Friday FINAL EXAM
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Book Review Guide

Overview

Assessing research produced by colleagues is an important task for scholars in history or any 
other discipline.  Consequently, this course will help you learn how to read and review secondary 
literature by requiring you to complete a substantive book review.  

The due date for this assignment will be 5 August 2010.

Format and Citation Style

Your book review should be a minimum of 1500 words and be typed, double-spaced using Times 
New Roman 12-point font. The report should include a title and a bibliographic citation of the 
book you are reviewing (including author, title, place of publication, publisher, and date). Also, 
please paginate and staple your paper. 

If you need to cite other works in your review, please include footnotes using the Chicago 
Manual of Style, which is the style preferred by professional historians.  Follow the links on the 
University Library website for help with citations: http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/
citingyoursources.asp

You may write your review in either English or German.

Content
The report should contain the following elements:

• Some background on the author (including the source of information in a complete 
footnote). You should mention only the most relevant parts of the author’s background, 
current institutional affiliation, how this work fits with previous or future work, etc.  

• The author’s main questions or interests.  Why did the author(s) choose to write this 
book? 

• The author’s main thesis and arguments used to support the thesis.  
• The book’s structure and organization.  Is the book laid out in a narrative style?  Does it 

primarily contain analysis of data?  Is the book chronological, topical, or thematic, etc.? 
Does the book’s structure help or detract from the argument? 

• The different kinds of sources that the author has used.  Does the author identify 
problems with the source base?  How would you assess the author’s use of sources?

• How the book fits into the scholarly literature on the selected topic.
• An analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the book. For what kinds of audiences 

might this book be useful?  What other questions are raised by this author’s research?
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