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Objectives 

Conflicting Communities in the late Eighteenth century in Trentino 
 
The course aims to examine the regional political society at the end of the old 
regime, focusing in particular on the history of political tensions and practices of 
penal repression in the bishopric of Trento. 
These conflicts focused in particular on the rights and practices of criminal justice, 
which will be examined through the criminal processes of the jurisdiction of Val 
Vestino (conserved at the Municipal Library of Trento) 
During the lessons and practical exercises (which will be conducted with periodic 
visits in the archive) students will have the opportunity to approach this theme 
through the study of the rich documentation that survived these events. 
 
Expected learning outcomes: 
 
a) to know in depth the political and social context of the ecclesiastical principality 
of Trento at the end of the ancient regime. 
b) to place the regional framework of these conflicts in a broader perspective, in 
order to recognize both the similarities and the underlying differences; 
c) to know the functioning of local political institutions (noble jurisdictions and 
rural communities; 
d) understand the multiple and different repercussions of the conflict within the 
local society; 
e) analyze the practices, languages and tools of criminalization processes; 
f) read original sources; 
g) write short essays based on assigned course readings or on primary sources. 

Prerequisites 

Basic knowledge of the History of the Habsburg Empire in the early modern period. 
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Contents 

The aim of the course is to address the history of the manifold conflicts between 
rural communities and feudal powers which shaped the late Eighteenth century in 
the rural jurisdictions of the Bishopric of Trento. 
These conflicts will be examined under different perspectives (anthropological, 
juridical, political and social). In particular, these conflicts were driven by 
antagonistic visions on the concept and practice of criminal law, which will be 
analyzed not only through a programme of lectures but also with the analysis of 
primary sources in the archive. 
 
The course deals with the following topics: 
 
a) The social and political conditions of the Bishopric of Trento in the late modern 
age; 
b) The reforms of the Enlightened absolutism in the age of Maria Theresa and 
Joseph II; 
c) A brief history of the Lodron family; 
d) The jurisdiction of Val Vestino (judicial competences, administrative staff, 
functions of the local court, juridical procedures); 
e) The figures of local crime: smuggling, individual violence, wandering, feuds: 
f) Strategies and practices of rural criminalization; 
g) Forms of rural resistance. 

Teaching Methods 

Lectures, seminars, analysys of primary sources. 

Verification of learning 

Written paper, oral examination. 

Texts 

Compulsory Texts: 
 
N. Rouland, Antropologia giuridica, Milano, Giuffrè, 1992 (pp. 177-322. 
C. Povolo, L'emergere della tradizione. Saggi di antropologia giuridica (secoli XVI-
XVIII), Venezia, Libreria editrice Cafoscarina, 2015 
 
Further readings will be indicated during the course. 
 
**** 
 
Non attending students: 
 
H. Schilling, Corti e alleanze. La Germania dal 1648 al 1763, Bologna, il Mulino 
1999. 
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C. Donati, Ecclesiastici e laici nel Trentino del Settecento, Roma, Edizioni di Storia 
e Letteratura, 2010. 

More Information 

Attendance is highly recommended. 
 
Students not attending lectures are strongly encouraged to contact the professor 
before preparing for the exam. 

 


