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Honors 325:  Swastika on Celluloid 

 

Course description:  This seminar shall examine cinematic/televisual portrayals of Adolf 

Hitler in Europe and the United States before and after 1945.  Topics covered will include 

the nature of Hitler’s rule, his influence on European and global political developments, 

his personality, and the reasons for the enduring scholarly and popular interest in his 

person.  Admission to the course is restricted to juniors and seniors.  The course format 

will consist of discussion and lecture.   

 

Course expectations:  The instructor endeavors to heighten students’ appreciation of the 

salience of the individual as an agent of historical change and the significance of the film 

medium in modern Western societies.  Assignments should hone participants’ analytical 

skills, writing and oral proficiency,  and ability to articulate arguments lucidly and 

credibly.  “Sociocultural Perspectives” provides students with the opportunity to learn 

some of the approaches frequently used in social science toward understanding the broad 

scope of human behavior (for example, individual, societal, cultural, economic, political).  

Some courses may look at individual human behaviors, some may look at enduring 

sociocultural structures and systems, some may trace patterns  of sociocultural change, 

and some may take a cross-cultural perspective.  What all the courses share, however, is 

an interest in understanding, explaining, and interpreting patterns of human behavior 

based on the accepted methodologies of the social sciences.   

 

Course objectives:  The professor endeavors to heighten students’ understanding of and 

induce reflection on the most important developments pertaining to cinematic/televisual 

portrayals of Adolf Hitler.  The means of assessment aim to improve students’ analytical 

skills, writing proficiency, and historical consciousness.  The professor reserves the right 

to amend the syllabus as he deems fit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Student Learning Goals 

 

1. Students will be able to identify and describe important paradigms, methods, 

and/or theoretical perspectives relevant for the study of individual and/or social 

behavior. 

2. Students will be able to comprehend the role of social science methodologies in 

arriving at conclusions about individuals and/or social behavior. 

3. Students will be able to utilize the information and materials from Goals 1 and 2 

(above) for critical analysis and interpretation of individual and/or social 

behavior.    

 

Means of assessment: 

 

     5 written film reviews  worth    10 points  apiece                        =   50 points 

     2  assignments  worth                25 points  apiece                        =   50 points 

 

 

Required texts: 

 

Joachim Fest,  Inside Hitler’s Bunker, 2005 

 

Dietrich Orlow  A History of Modern Germany, Sixth edition, 2008 

 

Jost Duelffer, Nazi Germany 1933-1945:  Faith and Annihilation, 2009 

 

 

Format:  Matriculation in this seminar will require regular class attendance and active 

participation in discussion.  Students will submit written reviews at the beginning of the 

class period indicated below.  Reviews should be 2-4 double-spaced typed pages in 

length and should address the following points: 

 *provenance:  year and country of production 

 *intended audience 

 *bias 

 *cinematography:  technical aspects of the production, e.g., use of color, angles of 

 shots, casting, score (background music) 

 *structure/format:  linear narration, flashback, interviews 

 *the extent to which the film illuminates Hitler’s character and the nature of his 

 rule 

 *the extent to which the film sheds insight into its creator 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Note:  Students should bear in mind that the film reviews constitute exercises in formal 

writing. Consequently, class participants need to pay particular attention to proper 

grammar usage, prose and attribution of sources.  Students should adopt a detached, 

third-person tone (“this viewer,” “this student” and not “I thought/felt”), and avoid 

contractions (“don’t”), colloqualisms (“a cool film”), and passive constructions (“the film 

was assigned in class”).  Use active constructions instead, e.g., “The professor assigned 

this film in class.”  The website of the Writing Center, 

http://home.sjfc.edu/writingcenter/, contains useful online tutorials to help students 

improve their prose.   

   

 

 

 

 

Statement for students with disabilities  

 
In compliance with St. John Fisher College policy and applicable laws, 
appropriate academic accommodations are available to you if you are a 
student with a disability.  All requests for accommodations must be 
supported by appropriate documentation/diagnosis and determined 
reasonable by St. John Fisher College.  Students with documented 
disabilities (physical, learning, psychological) who may need academic 
accommodations are advised to make an appointment with the 
Coordinator of Disability Services in the Office of Academic Affairs, 
Kearney 202.  Late notification will delay requested accommodations. 

 

 

  

 

Written assignment 1:  Present journal entries of the director of the favorite film that 

you have viewed this semester.  Explain the nature of your work, your hopes and 

frustrations.   

 

Written assignment 2:  Assume the role of historical consultant for a biography that 

Steven Spielberg intends to film about Hitler.  Present a review of your activities, 

including your suggestions regarding the points listed above (e.g., intended audience, 

cinematography, etc.). 

 

 

The two written assignments should be 5-7 double-spaced typed pages in length.  

Remember to attribute any information not your own to its proper source.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://home.sjfc.edu/writingcenter/


 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

September 7:  The individual as an agent of  historical change 

                       The significance of the film medium 

 

Portrayals of  Hitler 1933-1939 

 

Sept. 14:  “Triumph of the Will”  110 minutes 

                  

 

Portrayals 1939-45 

 

Sept. 21:  “The Great Dictator”   125 minutes 

Rough draft of review of  “The Great Dictator” due (Note:  Failure to 

submit rough draft will result in deduction of 10 points from overall 

course grade) 

 

Sept. 28:  “Ducktators”    46 minutes 

      Duelffer, entire book 

 

Portrayals since 1945 

 

October 5:  “Hitler:  The Last Ten Days”   106 minutes 

                    Final draft of  “Great Dictator” review due 

 

Oct. 12:   Discussion  

                Orlow, entire book 

 

Oct. 19:  “Hitler:  A Career”   151 minutes  

     Review due 

 

Oct. 26:  “The Bunker”   87 minutes 

      Review due 

 

Oct. 29:  “Inside the Third Reich”   250 minutes 

     Fest, entire book 

 

November 2:  “Max”    106 minutes 

                        Written Assignment 1 due  

 

Nov. 9:  “Hitler:  The Rise of Evil”   186 minutes 

       Review due 

 

Nov. 16:  “Downfall”   155 minutes  

                  Review due 



 

 

 

Nov. 23:  Thanksgiving break.  No class. 

 

Nov. 30:  Written Assignment 2 due 

 

December 7: Review of course  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grading grid 

 

The professor will compute course grades based on 100 points.  Individual course 

components constitute either 10 or 25 points or, respectively, 10 or 25 % of the overall 

course grade.  Grades reflect the quality of the work submitted and are not 

negotiable.  The following grid will render the professor’s criteria transparent:   

 

Course components based on 10 points:                            Course components based on                                       

                25 points:    

        

 A  = 10  points      A   =  25-24 points 

            A- =  9    “  “                                                               A- =  23        “  “ 

            B- = 8    “ “                                                                 B+ = 22       “  “ 

            C- = 7    “ “      B  =  21        “  “ 

            D- = 6    “ “      B- = 20        “  “ 

            F =  5-0  “ “      C  =  19        “  “ 

         C- = 18        “  “ 

                    D+ = 17        “  “ 

                    D   = 16       “  “ 

                   D- = 15         “ “ 

                    F   = 14-0      “ “ 

Overall course grade based on 100 points: 

 

      A   =  100-93  points 

            A- =   92-90     “  “ 

            B+ =   89-88     “  “ 

            B   =   87-83      “   “ 

            B- =    82-80       “   “ 

            C+ =  79-78     “   “ 

            C  =    77-73       “  “  

            C- =   72-70     “   “ 

            D+ =   69-68    “  “ 

            D  =    67-63       “  “ 

            D- =   62-60     “  “ 

            F   =    59-0        “   “ 

An “A” letter grade reflects excellent work, a mastery of the subject matter without 

substantive criticism from the professor.  A “B” letter grade reflects a good command of 

the subject matter with some substantive and/or stylistic criticism, e.g., grammar or prose.  

In other words, a “B” grade reflects good but not excellent work.  A “C” letter grade 

reflects an adequate or average command of the subject matter with substantive 

criticism.  A “D” letter grade reflects substandard performance by the student.  An “F” 

reflects complete failure to master the subject matter.  Any instance of plagiarism or 

academic dishonesty will result in an “F” as the overall course grade.  Consult the 

website “The Academic Honesty Policy” at 

http://home.sjfc.edu/AcademicAffairs/AdvisingHandbook/AcademicHonesty.asp  for 

descriptions of the above two offenses.    

http://home.sjfc.edu/AcademicAffairs/AdvisingHandbook/AcademicHonesty.asp

