
Honors 440.1002           Slavery, Emancipation, and Civil Rights 
Tuesdays, 2:30-5:15 p.m.                 Dr. Michael Green 
 
Course Description, Objectives, and Outcomes: 
This class emphasizes the evolution of American race relations, the impact of racial 
issues and thought on other forces in American history, and the ways in which other 
forces in American history shaped racial issues and thought. The objectives include the 
following, based on the UNLV University Undergraduate Learning Outcomes 
(http://generaled.unlv.edu/uulo.html): 
1.  Transfer knowledge and skills gained from general and specialized studies to new 
settings and complex problems. 
2.  Demonstrate lifelong learning skills, including the ability to place problems in 
personally meaningful contexts; reflect on oneʼs own understanding; demonstrate 
awareness of what needs to be leaned; articulate a learning plan; and act independently 
on the plan, using appropriate resources. 
3.  Identify problems, articulate questions or hypotheses, and determine the need for 
information. 
4.  Access and collect the needed information from appropriate primary and secondary 
sources. 
5.  Recognize the complexity of problems, and identify different perspectives from which 
problems and questions can be viewed. 
6.  Identify, analyze, and evaluate reasoning, and construct and defend reasonable 
arguments and explanations. 
7.  Respond to diverse perspectives linked to identity, including age, ability, religion, 
politics, race, gender, ethnicity, and sexuality, both in American and international 
contexts. 
8.  Acquire knowledge of political, economic, and social institutions. 
9.  Identify the various rights and obligations that citizens have in their communities. 
 
When you have completed this course: 
1.  You should better understand the contours of American history and especially the 
relationship of slavery, emancipation, and civil rights to it, and the interplay of historical 
events and actors, politics and society, and world, national, and regional issues. 
2.  Your abilities at critical thinking should be enhanced. 
3.  Your oral and written communications skills should be improved. 
4.  Your ability to research historical and current events should improve. 
5.  You should view history not as hard and dull, but as stimulating and fun. 
 
Required Readings (available at UNLV bookstore): 
Peter Kolchin, American Slavery, 1619-1877, Hill and Wang/Farrar Straus and Giroux, 
ISBN 978-0-809-01630-3 
Eric Foner, Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction, Random 
House/Vintage, ISBN 978-0-375-70274-7 



Harvard Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1992, Hill and Wang/Farrar 
Straus and Giroux, ISBN 978-0-809-08924-6 
Annelise Orleck, Storming Caesars Palace: How Black Mothers Fought Their Own War 
on Poverty, Random House/Beacon Press, ISBN 978-0-8070-5031-6 
 
NOTE:  You will also be responsible for articles and documents distributed as 
part of the class. 
 
Grading: 
The requirements for the class are as follows: 
 
1. Class discussion. This refers to regular attendance, discussion of the reading, 
providing information and discussion questions, taking notes, asking good and 
respectful questions, and any assigned class presentations. Each student will be 
expected, at least once this semester, to help lead a discussion of the reading by 
providing questions for class discussion and possibly conducting discussions; for those 
who prefer not to talk so much in class, providing questions for discussion will be 
sufficient, but you will be expected to provide questions at least twice this semester if 
you do not lead or participate in a discussion. Class discussion will be worth 20 percent 
of your grade. 
 
2. Book Response Paper. Everyone will write an essay answering questions based on 
Kolchin, American Slavery. The questions will be provided to you. The response paper 
will be no less than 1,000 words and no more than 1,500 words, typewritten and double-
spaced, addressing those questions.  It will be due one week after the end of the unit in 
which we read and discuss this book, by the beginning of the class period. This paper 
will be worth 20 percent of your grade. 
 
3. Second Book Response Paper. Everyone will write an essay answering questions 
based on one of the other three books. The questions will be provided to you. The 
response paper will be no less than 1,000 words and no more than 1,500 words, 
typewritten and double-spaced, addressing those questions.  It will be due one week 
after the end of the unit in which we read and discuss this book, by the beginning of the 
class period. This paper will be worth 20 percent of your grade. 
 
4. Book Response Papers/Project. In addition to the essay on the Kolchin book and 
one other book, you will have two options for the rest of your work for the rest of the 
class, to be worth 40 percent of your grade: 
 
Option 1: You will write similar response papers for the other two books assigned, each 
worth 20 percent of your grade. The same rules will apply. Each response paper will be 
due one week after the discussion of the book so that you may have time to digest both 
what you have read and the class discussion about it.  Submitting any of these papers 



after that period without having talked with me about it first and gotten my permission 
will result in the reduction of one letter grade for that paper. 
 
Option 2: You will do an original research project on a topic on which we will decide 
together. Whether it is a research paper, a Powerpoint, a Prezi, a video, or some other 
form of media you will be expected to meet certain requirements. Your project must 
involve work with original sources. 
 
Incompletes: 
The grade of I—Incomplete—can be granted when a student has satisfactorily 
completed three-fourths of the course work for that semester/session but for reason(s) 
beyond the studentʼs control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last 
part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course 
without repeating it. The incomplete work must be made up before the end of the 
following regular semester. If course requirements are not completed within the time 
indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the studentʼs GPA will be adjusted 
accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but 
make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade. 
 
Grading Techniques: 
1.  You will be graded on what is essentially a 90/80/70/60 scale.  I do not grade on a 
curve, except to compare your work to make sure that you are being graded fairly and 
reasonably.  To put it another way, if everybody does “A” work, everybody gets an A. 
2.  You are graded on the basis of how you make your argument, not what you argue.  
In other words, I am more concerned with the evidence you present and how well you 
present it, not whether you and I agree. 
3.  You are expected to write your essays for this class in proper English.  If you are a 
bad speller or writer, take advantage of spellchecking and anything else your computer 
offers.  Proofread anything you write before turning it in or, if you are unsure, ask 
someone to proofread it for you.  A poorly prepared paper with bad grammar and bad 
spelling will lead to the deduction of points.  This is an upper-division honors course, 
and you are expected to do upper-division honors-level work. 
4.  If you are a recently arrived non-native speaker or have a disability that makes it 
difficult for you to meet these criteria, I am here to help you and so is UNLV.  But if you 
do not take the necessary steps to get assistance, there is nothing we can do for you. 
5.  Do not assume.  Obviously, I should know something about the subject.  But I cannot 
read your mind.  You are judged on what you write. 
6.  If you have not obtained my approval in advance, late papers will lead to the 
deduction of a full letter grade in grading. 
 
Note-Taking: 
Taking good notes is vital to doing well in any class.  If you have problems doing this, 
please see me.  A suggestion:  do not come to class and expect to remember 
everything, or borrow someone's notes. 



Extra-credit: 
Most extra-credit will be announced in the syllabus and/or in class.  If you know of 
something potentially relevant, please let me know.  You can earn bonus credit by 
writing one report on community involvement (volunteering, teaching English to 
immigrants, coaching at a boys and girls club, etc.)--if you are doing something like this, 
talk to me about it, and I will tell you whether you can write it up. 
 
Classroom Assignments/Guest Speakers: 
Dates for lectures and readings are tentative; we may fall behind, due to my loquacity or 
unexpected events.  Any change in due dates will work in your favor; you have other 
obligations, and should be able to plan your semester. 
 
Copyright Statement: 
UNLV requires all members of the university community to become familiar with and to 
follow copyright and fair use requirements.  You are individually responsible for 
violations of copyright and fair use laws.  UNLV will neither protect nor defend you (or 
me!), nor assume any responsibility for these violations.  Violations of copyright laws 
may subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as 
disciplinary action under UNLV policies.  To learn more about copyright and fair use 
policies, please visit this website:  http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright. 
 
Private Problems and Preferences: 
The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A 143, http://drc.unlv.edu/, 702-895-0866) 
provides resources for students with disabilities. If you feel that you have a disability, 
please make an appointment with a Disabilities Specialist at the DRC to discuss what 
options may be available to you. If you are registered with the UNLV Disability Resource 
Center, bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to me during office 
hours so that we may work together to develop strategies for any accommodations to 
meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. Any information you provide 
is private and will be treated as such. To maintain the confidentiality of your request, 
please do not approach me before or after class to discuss your accommodation needs. 
 
Any student missing class or any class work because of observance of religious 
holidays shall be given an opportunity to make up missed work. The make-up will apply 
to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify 
me no later than the end of the first two weeks of classes, January 30, 2015, of his or 
her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or 
periods of class recess.  For additional information, please visit: 
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531. 
 
Politics and Political Correctness: 
My opinions on history and its relationship to current events will be clear—especially 
because we will be discussing current events in this class.  You are expected to form 
opinions and understand that I respect your views.  They will have no bearing on your 



grade, but you must support the views you express in your work with the facts.  Bear in 
mind that historical interpretations and facts, and tangential material relating to them, 
are politically incorrect.  Some material may be offensive.  While I certainly never want 
to offend or insult anyone, the issues in question and when they were issues must be 
taken into account.  Tastes and language change; history reflects this.  If this disturbs 
you that much, you probably should not be in a college class, especially a history class. 
 
Tutoring: 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all 
UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to 
learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic resources.  The 
ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Students may learn 
more about tutoring services by calling 702-895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at: 
http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/. 
 
UNLV Writing Center: 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV 
students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations 
are sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. 
Appointments may be made in person or by calling 702-895-3908. The studentʼs Rebel 
ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be 
reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information can be found at: 
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/  
 
Rebelmail:  
By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail studentsʼ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail 
is UNLVʼs official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students 
receive official university communication such as information about deadlines, major 
campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account 
after they have been admitted to the university. Studentsʼ e-mail prefixes are listed on 
class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu. 
 
Office Hours: 
Office Hours:  MW, 9:30-11:15 a.m., T, 1-2 p.m., and by appointment (WRI A-322) 
Office Phone:  702-895-3351 
Email:  michael.green@unlv.edu 
I will be available before and after class, and frequently check email and phone 
messages.  Please get in touch any time I can help you. 
 
Contract: 
By remaining in the course, you are saying you understand and accept the syllabus.  If 
you have any questions or something is unclear, please do not hesitate to ask. 



Tentative Lectures and Readings: 
Please complete the reading for the class for which the assignment is listed and 
keep up on news about the court.  We may change the subjects some weeks.  I 
also will distribute news stories about cases now before the court. 
 
January 20 
Introduction and Orientation 
 
January 27 
The Origins of American Slavery: The Colonial Era 
Kolchin, American Slavery, Chapters 1 and 2 
 
February 3 
Slavery and the American Revolutionary Era 
Kolchin, American Slavery, Chapter 3 
The Declaration of Independence 
The United States Constitution 
 
NOTE: On February 5, at 6 p.m. in the Thomas & Mack Moot Court Facility of the 
William S. Boyd School of Law, Professor Kenneth Mack of Harvard will present the 
11th annual Philip Pro Lecture in Legal History. He will be speaking on legal and moral 
issues associated with the sit-in cases of the 1960s—a topic we will be addressing later 
in the semester. Attending and writing a short (500 words or so) report on his talk will be 
worth extra credit. 
 
February 10 
Living in Slavery, Living with Slavery 
Kolchin, American Slavery, Chapters 4 and 5 
NOTE: On February 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the Barrick Museum/Harry Reid Center 
Auditorium, Professor Stephanie Evans of Clark Atlanta University will present “Healing 
Traditions in Black Womenʼs Narratives.” Attending and writing a short (500 words or 
so) report on his talk will be worth extra credit. 
 
February 17 
Slavery and Political Movements 
Kolchin, American Slavery, Chapter 6 
Foner, Forever Free, Chapter 1 
 
February 24 (Optional Project:  Deadline for Choosing Topic) 
The End of Slavery: The Civil War 
Kolchin, American Slavery, Chapter 7 
Foner, Forever Free, Chapter 2 
 
March 3 (Kolchin Essay Due) 



From Military Battles to Political Battles: Presidential (?) Reconstruction 
Foner, Forever Free, Chapters 3 and 4 
 
March 10 
Nothing But Freedom: Reconstructing the Old South 
Foner, Forever Free, Chapters 5 and 6 
 
March 17 
Jim Crow America 
Foner, Forever Free, Chapter 7 and Epilogue 
Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, Chapter 1 
 
NOTE: On March 19, at 7 p.m., at the Philip J. Cohen Theatre in the UNLV Student 
Union, the Black Mountain Institute will present a panel discussion, “Crossing the Black 
Atlantic.” Attending and writing a short (500 words or so) report on his talk will be worth 
extra credit. 
 
March 24 (Optional Research Project:  Deadline for Preliminary Bibliography) 
The Beginnings of the Modern Movement 
Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, Chapter 2 
 
March 31—No Class; Spring Break 
 
April 7 
The Movement, United? 
Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, Chapters 3-5 
 
April 14 
The Movement, Divided 
Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, Chapters 6-8 
 
April 21 
Fighting for Other Rights 
Orleck, Storming Caesars Palace, Chapters 1-5 
 
April 28 (Optional Research Project:  Deadline for Submitting Rough Draft) 
After the War on Poverty? 
Orleck, Storming Caesars Palace, Chapters 6-9 
 
May 5 
Living History: What Was It Like to Storm Caesars Palace? 
 
May 12 
Final Papers or OptionalResearch Project Due at Exam Time, 3:10 p.m. 



Honor Code 
 
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; 
all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, 
responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students 
accept the expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are 
encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling 
in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with 
UNLVʼs function as an educational institution. An example of academic misconduct is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any 
source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic Misconduct 
Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: 
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html. 
 
Increasing numbers of students have downloaded websites or simply copied books or 
articles, then turned them in as though it was their own work.  It is not their work, and it 
is not acceptable. It is cheating and/or plagiarism.  To plagiarize means to use all or part 
of another's work--another's words and ideas--and call it your own, or quote another's 
works or words without giving credit for it. This includes using material from the internet, 
books and/or journals and magazines, whether you have purchased the material, asked 
someone else to write it for you, or simply copied it down.  To use quotation marks is not 
enough.  Reading and quoting the words of others is part of writing history, but simply to 
submit what others said is unacceptable. 
 
I do not discourage students from asking others to read over and comment on their work 
outside of class.  I seek comments from colleagues on my writing and so do most 
professors.  It also is fine to quote from others, as long as you use quotation marks, cite 
your source, and do not simply submit as your work a collection of quotations. Your 
writing should consist of your words.  
 
To let someone else write your paper for you, or simply to steal anotherʼs work, is just 
that: stealing. In the real world, burglary and robbery are criminal offenses.  In college, it 
is an offense for which you can be thrown out of school.  I do not say this offhandedly or 
take this lightly.  But if you have read this statement, you know what plagiarism is, and 
you cannot claim ignorance if you are caught doing it.  
 
If you turn in work taken from another, you will automatically receive an “F” grade in this 
class.  By remaining in the course, you are stating that you have read this section of the 
syllabus and understand what cheating and plagiarism mean.  If this is unclear in any 
way, you must tell me, and I will explain it to you until it is clear.  There will be no second 
chances given or excuses accepted. 
 
 



Classroom Deportment 
 
The first time you violate any of these policies, you will be warned.  The second time, 
you will leave for the day.  The third time, I will withdraw you from the course.  Granting 
that I expect no problems, these can be useful for providing general ground rules of 
behavior. 
 
1.  You are expected to be considerate of others, including the instructor; I will be 
considerate of you, and make sure that others are, too.  That includes not talking when 
others are talking and not demonstrating disrespect through exaggerated gestures or 
actions. 
2.  Be on time, and avoid leaving before the class is over.  And if you must arrive late or 
leave early, be quiet about it. 
3.  Do not talk when someone else is speaking--the instructor, or a fellow student in a 
class discussion. 
4.  If you are ill or sleepy, don't come to class and sleep.  Stay home--or go home--and 
concentrate on getting well. 
5.  If you have a question, raise your hand.  Do not just interrupt.  It is rude to the 
instructor and your classmates. 
6.  You may bring a recorder to class, but do not play it back while I am in earshot.  If I 
ask you to shut your recorder, for whatever reason, you are expected to do so. 
7.  Cellular phones will be shut off during class or set to vibrate.  If you have a pager, set 
it to vibrate, but do not let it beep.  If you are addicted to text messaging, gt hlp b4 u r gt 
n2 trbl. 
8.  Do not work on reading or other assignments, for this or any other class, while in this 
class.  Your attention should be given to the material being presented. 
9.  While there is no such thing as a stupid question, there is such a thing as an 
untimely or unrelated question.  If you ask a question, and my response is that I will get 
to it later or after class, that does not mean that you are being ignored or should feel 
insulted. 
10.  Do not clatter your books around before the class is done.  I try hard not to run 
beyond the time limit of the class, but you shouldn't have to race from the classroom for 
any reason.  If you must go, gather your material and leave quietly. 



Project Options 
 
If you choose to pursue a project, I want you to do something related to one of the 
subjects in this class that you will enjoy.  I also expect you to share what you do with 
your classmates, with a brief presentation about it.  Here are some ideas: 
 
--You may write a review of a book or books that have not been assigned in class.  The 
literature on the subjects we are discussing is vast, as the bibliographies in our 
assigned readings show, so you would have plenty from which to choose.  I will provide 
you with a format for your review.  If you are interested, talk with me about your 
interests, and we will try to find a mutually agreeable subject.  I would prefer that if you 
want to write a review, you compare two shorter books or write on a longer book. 
 
--You might create a website or mini-documentary/video. 
 
--You may do the traditional research paper on a mutually agreed-upon topic.   
 
Any which way, your final project is due at the next to last class. I would like for those 
who do these projects to talk to the rest of the class about what they did, what they 
found, etc., either formally or informally. I have listed due dates for various aspects of 
this assignment in the readings section of the syllabus. 
 
I will read—and request—rough drafts.  You will be expected to submit topics and 
bibliographies as well, whatever way you do the research project.  A research paper 
should be about 10 pages or 2,000-3,000 words, typewritten, double-spaced, with notes 
and a bibliography.  For any research project you do, with the exception of the book 
review, you will use both primary (newspapers, oral interviews, and/or letters, for 
example) and secondary sources (books and articles). 
 
As for the topics themselves, and your means of approaching them, I am open to your 
suggestions.  Think of what interests you. 
 
The distinguished historian William Cronon of the University of Wisconsin has designed 
a couple of websites that may be helpful with ideas about research and writing: 
http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/index.htm and 
http://www.williamcronon.net/handouts.htm. 


