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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
From working-class radicalism to Nazi book burning to the Battle of Berlin to the Berlin 
Wall, from women’s suffrage demonstrations to cabarets to anti-nuclear protests, from 
vibrant Jewish life to vibrant Turkish life, Berlin has been at the center of modern 
Germany’s social, political, and cultural history. By focusing on the city of Berlin, we 
will be able to explore how social and political relations become embedded in the urban 
landscape and how historical events leave their marks on the city’s physical and social 
spaces. 
 
Our visit to the city will allow us to engage in an immediate and concrete fashion with 
how German history shapes the contemporary city of Berlin, how history is 
remembered and forgotten in the city, and how people interact with and interpret the 
residue of the past in the built environment. 
 
This trip is not a holiday (though you should have fun)—it is a course in which you will 
be expected to engage in scholarly analysis, by bringing your knowledge of the city and 
the nation to bear on the experience. To this end, I have crafted assignments that will 
help you integrate personal experience, critical reflection, and scholarly analysis. 
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ASSIGNMENTS 
Your course grade will be calculated in the following way: 
 
Research project 
• Preparation paper    20% Due at Newark airport before departure 
• Tour of Berlin site    20% 
Discussion participation   10% 
Course journal (kept in Berlin)  30% 
Reflection paper based on course  20% Due Monday, June 20th 
  journal, trip experiences, readings 
 
The assignments are briefly described below: 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT 

Each student will focus on a specific site (or sites relating to a theme) in Berlin and do 
background research (in scholarly sources, on the web, in Google Earth, etc.) on its 
history, importance in different eras of German history, and place in current debates on 
German history. Out of this research, you will write an essay that addresses central 
aspects of the site(s)/ theme and what they illuminate about German history. The 
research paper should prepare you for the tour of the site(s) you will lead in Berlin. 
 
When we are in Berlin, you will lead us on a tour of the site (or group of sites). The 
amount of time this tour takes is very much up to you. You should have at least half an 
hour of material—delivery of background information, exploration of the site, group 
discussion. However, you may have considerably more, especially if you take us to sites 
linked thematically but not in the same location. Note: do not include museum visiting 
time as part of your half hour minimum. 
 
This project is intended to build our group’s collective expertise beyond what I alone 
can offer, and to allow all of the participants to take an active role in shaping our Berlin 
visit. It is quite flexible, both in terms of subject matter and scope. You might wish to 
build on knowledge developed during your research project. You may want to explore 
a building or an era you were particularly fascinated by. 
 
Examples: You might focus on the Stadtschloss/ Palace of the Republic site, looking at 
the history of the imperial palace, its demolition, the building and use of the Palace of 
the Republic, the debates about its demolition, and current plans (or debates) about the 
site’s future use. You might want to look at Jewish life in the Scheunenviertel and how 
it has been commemorated after the Nazi era. You might examine Nazi architecture that 
remains in Berlin, considering debates about the appropriateness of its reuse in the post-
Nazi era. You might focus on the role of the Stasi in East German life and look at the 
museums devoted to this, along with debates about the opening of people’s Stasi files. 
You might choose to look at East Germans’ attempts to flee over the Wall, including 
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both how and why people tried to flee and debates about the culpability of GDR border 
guards. You could look at memorials to the Soviet military in Berlin. You could look at 
sites relevant to gay and lesbian life in Berlin in the Weimar era and/ or today. The 
possibilities are only limited by what interests you. 
 
 

DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION 

As we are out in the city, but also in the evenings when we spend some time discussing 
what we saw, everyone is expected to actively participate in discussion. This includes 
talking about your immediate impressions, your observations about how monuments 
and buildings are used, but also connecting this material to your knowledge of German 
and Berlin history from the spring semester course. 
 
 
COURSE JOURNAL 

Every student should bring a journal to Berlin. It can be fancy or it can be a plain 
composition book or notebook, but please not just a collection of loose pages. At least 
once a day, spend some time writing in the journal. What you write is up to you, but it 
should include reflections on the sites we visit as well as the experience of being in 
Berlin. It may include observations about people you see, restaurants, weather, quotes 
from course reading that seem relevant to a particular experience, etc. You may also 
want to make it a scrapbook, including records of what you’ve done. Though you will 
probably not print out photos while we are in Berlin, you may want to leave space to 
integrate these in after our return. 
 
The course journal will be graded on the level of engagement you show with the 
experience of being in the city and with the museums and other sites we will visit, as 
well as your ability to connect our daily travels with German history and course 
materials. 
 
Note: If you would prefer to keep your journal as a blog, and you are willing to access 
the web to post regularly, this is fine with me. Just be aware that the logistics could be 
difficult. 
 
REFLECTION PAPER 

After our return from Berlin, you will re-read your course journal and turn this 
material, along with any ideas it stimulates, into a critical reflection paper that considers 
in a more systematic fashion some aspect(s) of the trip. You might also wish to 
incorporate some amount of scholarly material in this paper, as references that relate to 
your reflections. What you make of the reflection paper is up to you, but it must be 
more than simply a collection of disconnected, half-articulated thoughts and 
impressions (as your course journal is likely to be). 
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COURSE POLICIES 
• All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. There will be no 
exceptions. 
• If you need to request an extension, you must contact me before the due date and 
explain why you would like the extension. If I grant an extension, I will give you a new, 
binding due date. Because of the nature of this course, the only assignment on which 
you may have an extension is the final paper. 
• I will not tolerate academic dishonesty, and will uphold Saint Lawrence University 
policy on it. You have signed a pledge that you have read and understand that policy, 
which is described in your Student Handbook. I will submit all suspected cases of 
academic dishonesty to the Academic Honor Council for adjudication. 
• Regular participation is important for allowing you to get the most out of the course, 
and you must attend all mandatory outings and other class meetings. Absences will 
severely impact your grade. 
• Most of this class will take place in Germany. You should behave with the respect and 
decorum befitting a visitor to another country. Poor deportment will negatively affect 
your grade. 
 

LIST OF READINGS 
• Jennifer A. Jordan, Structures of Memory: Understanding Urban Change in Berlin and 
Beyond (Stanford University Press, 2006) 
• The Rough Guide to Berlin Map (Rough Guide City Maps, 2005) 
•Other readings will be handed out in Berlin 
 
• Please bring the books (and all Berlin-related articles) from the spring semester, so you can 
consult them to prepare for certain days (this is a requirement, not optional) 
 
Writing guide 
• Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 5th ed. 
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BERLIN SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE, HIGHLY SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 

 

 

Mon 5/21 
 

3:00 p.m.     Meet at Newark Liberty International Airport 
 
5:55 p.m.     Continental 96 

Tues 5/22 
 

8:05 a.m.     Arrive in Berlin 
 
Leave luggage at 
Hotel Agon Franke 
Albrecht-Achilles Str. 57 
 
The Kurfürstendamm (Ku’damm) 
• Bahnhof Zoo 
• Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gedächtniskirche, Europa Center 
 
Tauentzienstrasse 
• Kaufhaus Des Westens (KaDeWe), Wittenberg Platz U-Bahn station 
     • sign listing extermination and concentration camps 
• Nollendorf Platz 
     • plaque commemorating gay and lesbian victims of the Nazis 
 
Olympic stadium 
 
Kurfürstendamm (Ku’damm) 
• Halensee, site of Luna Park 
 
Relevant readings: 
• Roth, What I Saw (“The Kurfürstendamm,” illustration on 116, “The Very 
Large Department Store,” “An Hour at the Amusement Park”) 
• Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 112-113 (department stores), 142-144 (Olympic 
Stadium), 177 & 181 (Kaiser-Wilhelm Memorial Church, Europa Center) 
• Fritzsche, Reading Berlin 1900, 67 (Luna Park), 64 & 142-143 & 148 & 162-
164 (department stores), (201 (Ku’damm) 
• Gad Beck, An Underground Life, 28 (Wittenbergplatz, Olympics) 
 
Group dinner 
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Wed 5/23 
 

Tiergarten (including Jenn’s tour, Joe’s tour) 
• Hansaviertel 
• Rosa Luxemburg Memorial 
• Siegessäule 
• Soviet war memorial 
 
Lunch in the Tiergarten 
 
Reichstag, Platz der Republik, Spree Arc 
• memorial to Reichstag deputies murdered by Nazis 
• Reichstag dome designed by Norman Foster 
 
Unter den Linden 
• Brandenburg Gate, Raum der Stille 
• Pariser Platz 
• “Stasi: The Exhibition” 
• Russian Embassy (former Soviet Embassy) 
• Bebelplatz (formerly Opern Platz) 
• Humboldt University 
• Neue Wache 
• Lustgarten 
     • Herbert Baum Group memorial 
• Site of Stadtschloss/ Palast der Republik 
• Mitte Museum 
 
Relevant readings: 
• Roth, What I Saw, “The Philosophy of the Panopticum,” “The Tour 
Around the Victory Column,” “An Apolitical Observer Goes to the 
Reichstag” 
• Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 47-96, 188-189 (Hansaviertel), 199-201 
(Siegessäule), 217-224 (Neue Wache), 228-235 (Critical Reconstruction) 
• Wise, Capital Dilemma, 109-120 (Palace of the Republic), 145-147 (Neue 
Wache) 
• Fritzsche, Reading Berlin 1900, 21-22 & 95-96 & 166 (Unter den Linden), 
99-101 (Tiergarten) 



 7 

 

 

 

Thurs 5/24 
 

The government quarter of the Kaiserreich 
• Friedrichstrasse, Palast der Tränen 
• German Historical Museum (in old Custom House) 
• Museum Island, Berliner Dom 
• Gendarmenmarkt 
     • French and German cathedrals (including exhibits) 
• St. Hedwig’s Cathedral 
• Foreign Ministry building (former Reichsbank) 
 
Lunch 
 
Leipziger Strasse to Leipziger Platz to Potsdamer Platz 
• Foreign Ministry (former Nazi Air Ministry, GDR House of Ministries) 
 
Kerri’s tour 
• Film Museum Berlin, Marlene Dietrich Platz 
 
Relevant readings: 
• Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 115-148 
• Fritzsche, Reading Berlin 1900, 95-96, 107-115, 170-172, 190-191, 201-203, 
205-208, 217-219 

Fri 5/25 
 

Check out of Hotel Agon Franke 
 
Leave baggage at A&O Friedrichshain 
Boxhagener Str. 73 
 
Soviet war memorial in Treptower Park 
 
East Side Gallery 
 
Karl-Marx Allée (formerly Stalinallee) 
• Café Sybille (Stalinallee exhibit) 
 
Alexanderplatz, Marx-Engels-Platz, Fernsehturm, Rotes Rathaus, 
Trümmerfrauen statue, Neptune Fountain, Marx-Engels Forum 
 
GDR Museum 
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Fri 5/25 
continued 

Scheunenviertel 
• Oranienburgerstrasse 
     • Neue Synagoge 
• Grosse Hamburger Strasse, Koppenplatz (Empty Room memorial) 
• Memorial plaques and tablets to Jewish life (“stumbling stones”) 
• Dietrich Bonhoeffer memorial at Zionskirche 
 
Relevant readings: 
• Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 35-37 (East Side Gallery), 113-115 
(Scheunenviertel), 178-188 (Stalinallee), 190 (Television tower), 194-196 
(Soviet memorial), 203-206 (Marx-Engels-Forum) 
• Joseph Roth, What I Saw, “The Orient on Hirtenstrasse,” “Refugees from 
the East,” “Solomon’s Temple in Berlin,” “Wailing Wall,” “Nights in 
Dives” 
• Gad Beck, An Underground Life, 4, 8-9, 18, 20-21, 32-35, 68-70, 74-79, 110, 
111 (but leaf through the whole book, which is filled with references to 
locations in Berlin, many of which you might recognize) 

Sat 5/26 
 

Free day 
 
Suggestions 
• Museum Island (especially Pergamon Museum) 
• Charlottenburg Palace (including Schinkel Pavilion) 
• Dahlem museum complex 
• Sans Souci Palace (Potsdam) 
• Pfaueninsel 
• Zeiss Planetarium 
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Sun 5/27 
 

Mahlsdorf 
• Gründerzeit Museum 
  • coffee and cake 
 
Hohenschönhausen Memorial (Stasi prison) 
 
Stasi museum (in former Stasi headquarters) 
 
Volkspark Friedrichshain 
• Spanish Civil War memorial 
 
Finish Scheunenviertel 
• Mulack Strasse, Almstadstrasse, Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz 
• Tacheles 
• Neue Synagoge (Centrum Judaicum) 
• Grosse Hamburger Strasse, Sophienstrasse 
• Memorials to Jewish life 
• Otto Weidt Museum 
• Hackesche Höfe 
 
Rosenstrasse memorial 
 
Relevant reading: 
Doug Wright, I Am My Own Wife  
Gad Beck, An Underground Life (see Fri 5/25 page listings) 
Nathan Stoltzfus, “The Limits of Social Policy” 

Mon 5/28 
 

Check out of A&O Friedrichshain 
 
Leave baggage at Agon Lichtburg 
Paderborner Strasse 10 
 
Grunewald 
• Grunewald railway station memorial 
• View of Teufelsberg 
• Wannsee Conference Villa 
• Allied Museum 
 
Friedenau cemetery 
• Marlene Dietrich’s burial place 



 10 

 

 

 

Mon 5/28 
continued 

Wilmersdorf, Schöneberg, Kreuzberg 
• Fehrbelliner Platz 
• Bayerischer Platz 
• Rathaus Schöneberg 
     • Freedom Bell 
• Tempelhof Airport 
• Berlin Airlift memorial 
• Viktoria Park 
• Site of Hitler’s planned Great Arch 
 
Relevant reading: 
Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 29-30 (JFK at Rathaus  Schöneberg), 139 
(concrete cylinder at planned site of Nazi Great Arch), 142 (Fehrbelliner 
Platz), 145 &211 (Tempelhof Airport), 153-154 (House of the Wannsee 
Conference), 171 (Bayerische Platz) 

Tues 5/29 
 

Levetzowstrasse Synagogue memorial (Klingelhöferstrasse) 
 
Tiergartenstrasse 4 (Site of euthanasia program headquarters) 
 
Resistance Museum 
• Guided tour 10-12 
 
Kulturforum 
• Staatsbibliothek 
• Neue Nationalgalerie (German expressionism—Otto Dix, Georg Grosz, 
Ernst Kirchner) 
 
Topography of Terror 
 
Anhalter Bahnhof  
 
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe (Julia’s tour) 
 
Relevant readings: 
Gad Beck, An Underground Life, 57, 68 (Levetzowstrasse Synagogue) 
Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 148-173 
Robert Wise, Capital Dilemma, 147-154 (Memorial to the Murdered Jews of 
Europe) 
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Wed 5/30 
 

Plötzensee Prison memorial 
 
Sachsenhausen Memorial 
(Trevor’s tour) 
 
Relevant readings: 
Gad Beck, An Underground Life, 61, 116-117 
Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 151-152 (Plötzensee), 169-170 (Sachsenhausen) 

Thurs 5/31 
 

Hauptbahnhof 
 
Berlin Wall walk to Bernauer Strasse 
• Wall Documentation Center 
• Wall reconstruction  
 
Volkspark Humboldthain 
• Flak tower mountain 
 
Prenzlauer Berg 
• Ernst Thälmann Park 
• Wasserturm 
• Käthe Kollwitz Platz 
• Jewish cemetery 
 
Relevant readings: 
Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 33-35 (Bernauer Strasse Wall memorial), 201-
206 (Thälmann memorial)  
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FINAL PAPER DUE BY MONDAY 6/20 

Fri 6/1 
 

School museum  
 
Märkisches Museum 
 
Checkpoint Charlie (Tovah’s tour) 
• Checkpoint Charlie Museum 
 
Jewish Museum 
 
Oranienstrasse, Dresdener Strasse 
• Memorials to Jewish life in Kreuzberg 
 
Türkischer Markt 
 
Gay Museum 
 
Relevant readings: 
Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin, 8-10, 15, 24 (Checkpoint Charlie), 233-234 
(Daniel Libeskind’s Jewish Museum) 
James Young, “Daniel Libeskind’s Jewish Museum in Berlin” 

Sat 6/2 
 

Free day 
 
See suggestions for Sat 5/26 

Sun 6/3 
 

9:35 a.m. Depart Berlin on Continental 97 
 
12:50 p.m. Arrive Newark 


