
Germany, 1871-Present
Fall Semester 2005

Dr. Christopher Fischer
Office: Stalker 305
Email:  cfischer@isugw.indstate.edu
Tel: 237-2717
Office Hours: Mon./Wed. 3:15-4:30

or by appointment.

Course Overview: 

The  journalist  Walter  Lippman  once  referred  to  the  20th century  as  the  American  Century. 
Germany,  however,  has  stood  at  the  center  of  world  events  for  the  last  hundred  years.  Germany’s 
unification in 1871 disrupted the European balance of power. Germans helped plunge Europe into World 
War I, launched  World War II, and perpetrated the Holocaust. After the war, Germany was divided in two; 
West Germany, a NATO member, developed into one of the strongest economies in the world, while East 
Germany, part of the Warsaw Pact, became one of the most repressive regimes in Europe. Today Germany 
is reunited and ranks among the leaders of the European Union. Throughout such turmoil the German 
economy, society, and culture have remained dynamic. This course will use secondary works, film, and 
literature to examine the complicated role of Germany in shaping the late 19th and 20th centuries.

Course Aims:  
• To strengthen your historical knowledge and ability to place people, concepts, developments, and 

events related to German history in their appropriate social, political, and cultural context;
• To examine some of the key debates surrounding German history such as Germany’s role in 

World War I or why the Holocaust happened in Germany; 
• To build your communication skills through participation in class discussion regarding a variety of 

historical texts, films, and books; 
• To promote your analytical skills through essays and class discussion;
• To hone your writing skills through a series of papers;
• To awaken an interest and perhaps enthusiasm for the further study of history.

Contacting the Instructor: I will be available to meet during the office hours listed above. If these times 
conflict with your schedule, I will be happy to meet you at a mutually agreeable time. You may also call 
my office, but I am more likely to be available by email. I try to answer all emails in a quick and timely 
fashion. 

Readings: The books are available at the student bookstore or can be purchased on-line. Many of the 
shorter readings are available on-line or through the E-Reserves on Blackboard. 

Course Readings:
Available at the Bookstore Dietrich Orlow, A History of Modern Germany

Alfred Kelly (ed.), The German Worker
Richard Bessel (ed.), Social Life in Nazi Germany
Anna Funder, Stasiland

Films on Reserve All Quiet on the Western Front
One, Two, Three
Good-Bye, Lenin

On Black Board Sheehan, “What is German History?”
Heinemann, “Hour of the Woman”
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Browning, “Ordinary Men”
Goldhagen, Ordinary Men

Student  Responsibilities  and  Participation:  This  class  will  be  a  mixture  of  lecture  and  discussion, 
interspersed with films and other multimedia presentations. You should attend lecture; some days will be 
interactive  and  we cannot  communicate  if  you  are  asleep  in  your  dorm room.  Failure  to  attend (and 
participate) will lower your participation grade. In addition, it is your responsibility to keep up and prepare 
for the assignments below. I generally will try to remind you of important dates, but you should plan your 
schedule to give yourself ample time to complete all assignments. Finally, while I will try to encourage any 
students who are struggling to come meet with me, you too need to take the initiative and come to see me, 
either during office hours or by appointment, if you are concerned with your performance in the course. 

Assignments: You will have a variety of assignments this semester. Your basic requirement is to keep up 
with the main reading, the Orlow textbook. The textbook will be, along with the lectures, the backbone of 
the course. As a general rule, reading the assignments before each class will help make the lectures clearer. 
In addition to the textbook, you will also have a number of secondary and primary readings that highlight 
various themes in the course. It is your responsibility to have these read before each class day on which 
they are  assigned (see schedule  below).  We will  be discussing them in class,  and I  expect  you  to  be 
prepared and ready to participate.

1)  Term paper: You will write a 12-15 page paper on a theme of your choosing (developed in 
coordination with the instructor). You should plan to use the resources of the library including electronic 
journals, course reserves (both hard copy and electronic), and works held in the stacks. A list of suggested 
topics, paper guidelines, and a citation style guide will be posted on Blackboard. 

This paper will be completed in several stages using the schedule below. Failure to complete any 
one of these steps will lead to a reduction on the grade of the final paper draft.  

Sept. 16: Students must give the instructor a brief description (one paragraph) of the question or 
theme to be pursued. 
Oct.  19:  One  page  updates  of  the  paper  (progress,  problems,  questions)  due  with  initial 
bibliography.
Nov.  16:  Outlines  of  the paper,  as  well  as full  bibliography,  due to the instructor.  For those 
students who are willing, rough drafts can also be turned in no later than this date. 
Nov.  30: Final Draft Due

2) Short Papers: You will write two short papers (3 page) during the semester, one film review 
and one article review. Questions for each will be posted to Blackboard several weeks in advance of their 
due date. Expectations for the papers guidelines will be posted to Blackboard. Papers on film or articles are 
due the date we discuss them in class. 

3) Exams: You will have one midterm and a final. Both exams will have an id/essay format and 
require that you demonstrate your command of a detailed knowledge of German history as well as broader 
themes and concepts. 

4)  Participation: We will have a number of class periods during which we will discuss works, 
both literary and historical,  which highlight  major ideas and themes in the course.  On such days,  you 
should come to class  prepared to discuss  these materials.  Discussion-oriented days are  marked on the 
schedule below; attendance will be taken and the bulk of your participation grade will be based upon these 
discussions. 

Regular attendance but non-participation in discussions merits only a “C” level of participation. 
Participation means discussing the text(s)  in  question.  I  reserve to  right to  call  on anyone  in  class  at 
anytime.  If  you  cannot answer basic questions about the text,  or  at  least ask questions to clarify your 
understanding, I will assume that you have not read. (If you are generally shy, please see me and we can 
work out a strategy for getting you involved in class). 
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You may miss three classes (excused or unexcused). Each absence over three will  result  in a 
lowering of your participation grade. 

Please note: All written assignments will be graded down one quarter grade for each day late 
(e.g. B+ to B). Any assignments handed in more than a week late, if not approved in advance by the 
instructor, will not be accepted.

******Failure to complete all assignments for the course will result in automatic failure of 
the course. 

Grading:  The final semester grade will be determined by weighing the papers, exams, and participation 
grade as follows: 

Participation 15%
Film Review 10%
Article Review 10%
Midterm 20%
Term Paper 25%
Final 20%

If you have any questions concerning your grades, whether due to mathematical errors in calculating the 
grade or more substantive concerns, I am more than willing to discuss the matter. As I do try to read your 
materials carefully, and will offer commentary, especially on papers, I would ask you to consider any such 
comments thoughtfully so that we might have a common basis for discussion.

Grade Scale: 93-100 A
90.92  A-
87.89 B+
83.86 B
80.82 B-
77-79 C+
73-76 C
70.72 C-
67.69 D+
63.66 D
60.62 D-
Below 60 F
* “Minus Grades” will be converted to at the end of the semester. 

Honor Code:

As usual, the honor code is in effect for this course. In general, this means that you must do your 
own work. If you have any questions about what is allowed and what is not allowed under the Honor Code 
of the College, please ask me rather than guess. The biggest sin, other than the obvious one of cheating on 
exams, is plagiarism. As a general rule of thumb, if you use more than three words in a row from a text, or  
borrow ideas heavily from another text,  you  should cite the work.  I will  post  additional  guidelines on 
plagiarism on Blackboard, as well as links to the Honor Code. 

Please include the following statement, as well as your signature, on all writing assignments: “I 
understand and will uphold the ideals of academic honesty as stated in the Honor Code.”

Courtesy: 

Please arrive to class in a timely fashion. If you are running late, please try to keep the distraction to a  
minimum and take the nearest available seat. If you need to leave early, please choose a seat that allows 
you to depart quietly and conveniently. If you are going to be absent on a day when we are having a 
reading discussion, please contact me in advance. Turn off all cell phones before class. Finally, when we 
are discussing materials in class, please try to engage your classmates (and professor) with respect for their 
contributions and point-of-view. 
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For my part, I promise to end class on time as I realize you have other commitments. I will also try to 
respond to all questions/emails/etc. in a timely fashion. Finally, I will return assignments to you in a prompt 
fashion (i.e. 10-14 days so I can thoroughly read and comment upon your work). 

Schedule:

Date Topic Assignment
Aug. 24 Introduction
Aug. 26 Germany before 1870 Orlow, Preface and Chapter 1
Aug. 29 Thinking about German History Sheehan,  “What  is  Germany 

History”
Aug. 31 The Franco-Prussian War and its 

Legacy
Sept. 2 German Society in Transition Orlow, Chapter 2
Sept. 7 The Bismarckian System Read Kelly, Introduction
Sept. 9 The Politics of the Wilhemine 

Era
Continue Kelly

Sept. 12 Workers’ Lives Finish Kelly
Sept. 14 Culture in Modern Germany
Sept. 16 Searching for a Place in the Sun Orlow, Chapter 3

Sept. 19 World War I: Crises and War
Sept. 21 World War I: War at Home Watch Remarque
Sept. 23 Discuss Remarque
Sept. 26 Defeat and Revolution
Sept. 28 The  Tribulations  of  the  New 

Republic
Orlow, Chapter 4 

Sept. 30 No Class 
Oct. 3 Life in Weimar Chapter 5
Oct. 5 The Rise of the Nazi Party Orlow, Chapter 6
Oct. 7 Mid-Semester Break
Oct. 10 The Republic in Crises
Oct. 12 The Nazi Seizure of Power Bessel, Intro and p. 1-15
Oct. 14 Midterm
Oct. 17 Creating a Totalitarian State Bessel, 41-67
Oct. 19 Excerpts, Triumph of the Will
Oct. 21 Life in the Third Reich Bessel, 17-40
Oct. 24 Anti-Semitism and the Third 

Reich
Bessel, 67-96

Oct. 26 Nazi  Germany:  Foreign  Policy 
and War Aims

Orlow, Chapter 7

Oct. 28 The War at Home
Oct. 31 The Holocaust Christopher Browning, excerpts, 

Ordinary Men/ Daniel 
Goldhagen, excerpts, Hitler’s  
Willing Executioners

Nov. 2 Germany Occupied and Divided Orlow, Chapter 8

Nov. 4 Stunde  Null and  the 
Reconstruction of Germany

Read  Heineman

Nov. 7 The  Creation  of  the  Bonn Orlow, Chapter 9
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Republic
Nov. 9 The  Economic  Miracle  and 

Creation of Welfare State
Watch One, Two, Three

Nov. 11 Discussion: One, Two, Three
Nov. 14 Establishing a “Socialist Utopia” Orlow, Chapter 10

Start Funder
Nov. 16 Germany Divided
Nov. 21 No  Class:  Scheduled 

Discussions of Paper
Nov. 28 Tremors  in  the  System: 

Challenges to East and West
Nov. 30 Ostpolitik Term Paper Due
Dec. 1 East  German  Society—

Discussion of Funder
Finish Funder

Dec. 5 The Revolution of 1989 Orlow, Chapter 11 and 12
Watch Good-Bye Lenin

Dec. 7 Discussion, Good-Bye Lenin
Dec. 9 Reunification and Beyond
Final Wed, Dec. 14, 1 p.m
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