
Nazi Germany and the Holocaust
HS 319.01 (Fall 2004)

Dr. Christopher Fischer
Humanities 311
Email: cjfischer@loyola.edu
Tel: (410) 617-2017
Office Hours: Mon./Wed. 1:30-3:00

or by appointment.

Course  Overview:  The rise  of  Nazism in  Germany remains  one  of  the  most  studied phenomenon in 
modern  history.  The  German  history  section  of  your  local  library  or  bookstore  is  overwhelmingly 
dominated by the period; by a recent count, over 100,000 books had been published on Hitler alone. A 
combination of a disgruntled electorate and crafty, overconfident elite brought the radical right-wing party 
under  the leadership of  Adolf Hitler  to power,  undermining, subverting,  and ultimately  destroying the 
Weimar Republic; the Nazis in turn seized control of the German state. The Nazis then created a brutal 
political system which divided the German people through a racial hierarchy and later  took a racialist 
vision of the world abroad, starting a war in which over 50 million people perished. It was not just war, 
however, that wreaked death and destruction across Europe, but the Nazi plan to eliminate racially “lesser” 
peoples—Jews as well  as  Sinti,  Roma,  Bolsheviks,  homosexuals,  and the handicapped—known as the 
Holocaust.  The Nazis  used the tools of  modern civilization (technology,  bureaucracy,  science,  law) to 
alienate, isolate, transport, and finally kill millions. 

This course, using readings, films, discussions, and a trip to the US Holocaust Museum, will offer 
a comprehensive overview of the origins, rise, and outcome of National Socialism. Moreover,  we will 
spend considerable time examining the Holocaust: How did it come about? Who committed crimes and 
why? How did  its  victims  react  and  resist?  The  answers  to  these  questions,  and  the  nature  of  these 
questions, have been the object of historical debate for decades. In addition to learning about the rise of 
National Socialism and the Holocaust, you will also examine the debates among historians over this period 
of history. 

In this course, we will cover the following topics: (1) National Socialism, the Holocaust, and the 
broader  course of  German history;  (2)  the  centrality of  World War I  to  the  weakness of  the Weimar 
Republic; (3) the role of nationalism, racism, and anti-Semitism in Nazi ideology; (4) the extension of Nazi 
control over German society; (5) everyday life, especially for Jews, in Nazi Germany before 1939; (6) the 
importance of the Second World War in the implementation of the Holocaust; (7) interpretations of the 
motivations of the perpetrators; (8) the role of bystanders and collaborators; (9) resistance; (10) ways which 
the Holocaust has been represented and remembered. 

Contacting the Instructor: I will be available to meet during the office hours listed above. If these times 
conflict with your schedule, I will be happy to meet you at a mutually agreeable time. You may also call 
my office, but I am more likely to be available by email. I try to answer all emails in a quick and timely 
fashion. 

Readings: The following are the assigned readings for the semester. The books are available at the student 
bookstore or can be purchased on-line.1

Available at bookstore: Pridham and Noakes, Nazi Germany, Vol. 1
Allen Mitchell, ed., The Nazi Revolution

1 If  you  purchase  your  books  online,  consider  going  through  the  following  website  http://www.h-
net.org/reviews/. It is one of the main pages for H-Net, a large group of academic discussion networks. If 
you scroll down and click on one of the websites (Amazon, Barnes and Nobles, Powells) and make a 
purchase through the site, a small percentage of proceeds will be donated to H-Net. As a disclaimer, I am 
an editor at H-German, but I receive no financial reward at all for it, nor for any purchases you make by 
going through this website.

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/


Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair
Donald Niewyck, ed., The Holocaust
Doris Bergen, War and Genocide
Steve Hochstadt, Sources of the Holocaust

Memoir/Autobiography: TBA

Student Responsibilities and Participation: This class will be a mixture of lecture and discussion. You 
should plan to attend lecture; some days will be interactive and we cannot communicate if you are asleep in 
your dorm room. Beyond attendance and participation, it is your responsibility to prepare for all exams and 
complete papers according to the timeline laid out below. Finally, while I will try to encourage any students 
who are struggling to come meet with me, you too need to take the initiative and come to see me, either 
during office hours or by appointment, if you are concerned with your performance in the course. 

Assignments: You will have a variety of assignments this semester. Your basic requirement is to keep up 
with the readings. The textbooks will help elaborate and reinforce the materials covered in lecture, will 
serve to place your secondary readings in a broader context, and will aid you in your papers. Beyond the 
basic readings, you will have the following responsibilities: 

1)  Participation: We will  have a number of  class  periods dedicated to discussing important  historical 
documents, philosophical tracts, etc. Other days we will use the textbook and primary readings to create a 
collaborative lecture. Simply sitting quietly all the time, however, is not acceptable participation. Plan to 
take part in class. If you are shy, type up a question or issue that you would like to discuss. You can always 
hand such in at the end of class to help bolster your grade. 

Attendance:  Students may miss up to three classes without question. Beyond a third miss your 
attendance grade will be lowered one third of a grade per missed class. 

USHMM: We are also going to the United States Memorial Holocaust Museum in D. C.. We 
will be going either November 13 or November 20. Please plan accordingly as this is obligatory. 

 
Student Athletes (and other university-related activities):
If you are a student athlete, please provide me with your travel and game schedule indicating when 
you will need to miss class to participate in athletic events.  While travel for athletics is an excused 
absence, you will need to make up any missed work. Please also note: Excused absences will still 
count toward your absence total. Therefore, if you have several class days excused, and still miss class 
for personal reasons, your grade will be lowered. 

2) Papers: You will have to write two, 5-7 page papers for the course. Generally speaking, the papers will 
ask you to integrate both primary documents and secondary sources to address a topic concerning Nazi 
Germany and the Holocaust. Topics will be posted on Blackboard and will be due on the dates listed. 
N.B. The first of the two papers must be completed by October 13th, the second paper by November 
22nd. 

3) USHMM reflection paper: You will have to complete a short (3-4 page) reflection paper on our trip to 
the  Holocaust  Museum.  The  specific  requirements  for  the  paper  will  be  posted  on  Blackboard.  The 
reflection paper for the Museum is due no later than Dec. 6. 

Please note: All written assignments will be graded down a third of a grade for each day late. Any 
assignments handed in more than a week late, if not approved in advance by the instructor, will not 
be accepted. 
 
4)  Midterm: Form and content will be discussed more fully in class, but you should expect to be able to 
define important terms and concepts and respond to a more comprehensive essay tying elements of the 
class together. 

5) Final: You will have a cumulative final exam. Form and content will be discussed more fully in class, 
but  you  should  expect  to  be  able  to  define  important  terms  and  concepts,  write  a  brief  essay  on  a 



novel/memoir, and respond to a more comprehensive essay tying elements of the class together. Your final 
this semester is Friday, December 17th. Please do not make plans to leave LC early. 

Honor Code:

As usual, the honor code is in effect for this course. In general, this means that you must do your 
own work. If you have any questions about what is allowed and what is not allowed under the Honor Code 
of the College, please ask me rather than guess. The biggest sin to be avoided, other than the obvious ones 
of cheating on exams, is plagiarism. As a general rule of thumb, if you use more than three words in a row 
from a text, or borrow ideas heavily from another text, you should cite the work. For more detail on proper 
citation style,  please refer to the “History Style Sheet.” You may also want to refer to the  Community  
Standards Handbook for the College which broadly defines violations as “cheating, stealing, lying, forgery, 
plagiarism, and the failure to report  a violation.” (see also,  www.loyola.edu/honorcouncil).  And lastly, 
ignorance of the law is not a defense. 

Please include the following on statement, as well as your signature, on all writing assignments, “I 
understand and will uphold the ideals of academic honesty as stated in the Honor Code.”

Grading:  The final semester grade will be determined by weighing the papers, exams, and participation 
grades as follows: 

Paper 1 15%
Paper 2 20%
USHMM Reflection Paper 10%
Midterm 15%
Final 25%
Participation 15%

If you have has any questions concerning your grades, whether due to mathematical errors in calculating 
the grade or more substantive concerns, I am more than willing to discuss the matter. As I do try to read 
your materials carefully, and will offer commentary, especially on papers, I would ask you to consider any 
such  comments  thoughtfully  before  speaking  with  me  so  that  we  might  have  a  common  basis  for 
discussion.

Courtesy: 

Please arrive to class in a timely fashion. If you are running late, please try to keep the distraction to a  
minimum and take the nearest available seat. If you need to leave early, please choose a seat that allows 
you to depart quietly and conveniently. If you are going to be absent on a day when we are having a 
reading discussion, please contact me in advance. Turn off all cell phones. Finally, when we are discussing 
materials in class, please try to engage your classmates (and professor) with respect for their contributions 
and point of view. 

For my part, I promise to end class on time as I realize you have other commitments. I will also try to 
respond to all questions/emails/etc. in a timely fashion. Finally, I will return assignments to you in a prompt 
fashion (i.e. 7-14 days so I can thoroughly read and comment upon your work). 

Learning Disabilities:
To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the Disability Support Services 
Office at (410) 617-2062. If you have a letter from their office indicating that you have a disability which 
requires academic accommodations, please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations 
that you might need in this class.

Schedule: Please have all materials read for the class day on which they are assigned (e,g. Pridham/ 
Noakes intro by Sept. 10). 



Date Topic Assignment
8 Sept. Introduction

Part I: The Collapse of the Weimar Republic
10 Sept. World War I and Germany Pridham/Noakes, Introduction
13 Sept. A Shaky Republic Bergen, 1-53
15 Sept. The Rise of the Nazi Party Noakes/Pridham Chapter 1 
17 Sept. NO  CLASS—MASS  OF  THE 

HOLY SPIRIT
Pridham/Noakes Ch. 2

20 Sept. Racism and Anti-Semitism (I) Jacob  Katz  (in  Niewyck),  Sarah 
Gordon (Mitchell)

22 Sept. Racism and Anti-Semitism (II) Hochstadt, Doc. 1-9
24 Sept. The Expansion of the Nazi Party 

and Problems of the Weimar 
Republic

Pridham/Noakes, Ch. 3

27 Sept. Nazi Seizure of Power (I) Pridham/Noakes, 4
29 Sept. Nazi Seizure of Power (II) Mitchell, 42-75

Part II: Shaping the Nazi State
1 Oct. The Nature of the Nazi Regime

4 Oct. Nazis and German Society Mitchell, 107-135, 149-189
Evening  Film  (Triumph  of  the 
Will) 

6 Oct. Nazi Propanganda
8 Oct. Early Attacks on Jews Hochstadt, Doc. 10-16

Start Kaplan
10 Oct. Increased Violence Against Jews Hochstadt, Doc. 17-26
13 Oct. Jewish Life in Nazi Germany Finish Kaplan

Last  day for first paper
15 Oct. FALL BREAK
18 Oct. Revising Versailles, Preparing for 

War: Hitler’s Foreign Policy
Part III: Toward War and Genocide

20 Oct. Midterm
22 Oct. Prelude to  Genocide:  Euthanasia 

in the Third Reich
Bergen, 81-129
Hochstadt, Doc. 30, 32, 108
Niewyck, 39-56

25 Oct. An Ideological War is Launched
27 Oct. Searching for a “Final Solution”:

Resettlement and Ghettoization
Hochstadt, Doc. 27-29, 31

29 Oct. No Class
1 Nov. The Invasion of the Soviet Union Bergen, 131-159

Hochstadt Doc. 35-36, 48, 51, 
3 Nov. Ghettoes Hochstadt, Doc. 55-66
5 Nov. 1941:  Who  ordered  the  “Final 

Solution”?
Bergen, 161-203
Hochstadt Doc 37-45

8 Nov. Toward Industrialized Killing Hochstadt Doc 54, 67-74
10 Nov. The Broader War
12 Nov. The Perpetrators Niewyck, 57-103
15 Nov. The Victims’ Niewyck, 104-136
17 Nov. Memoirs/Diaries  and  the Finish Memoirs



Experience of the Holocaust
19 Nov. Bystanders Niewyck, 179-217

22 Nov. Discussion—Holocaust Museum Last for second paper

Nov. 24-28 Thanksgiving Break
Nov. 29 The Problem of Resistance Hochstadt, Doc. 46-47, 50

Mitchell, 135-147
Niewyck, 139-176

Dec. 1 The  Holocaust  and  the  Catholic 
Church

Niewyck, 248-260
Mitchell, 123-131

Dec. 3 Nazism on trial: The Nuremberg 
Trials

Hochstadt, Doc. 75-80

Dec. 6 The Collapse of the Nazi Regime Bergen, 205-219
USHMM paper due

Dec. 8 Remembering the Holocaust Bergen, 221-228 

Dec. 10 The Problem of Denial

Final Friday, Dec. 17 at 9 a.m.


