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Philology is back. In the recent academic discourse, philology has re-emerged as a central field 

of not only textual, but also literary and cultural criticism. By pluralizing the understanding of 

philology and diversifying its methods, the scholarship is providing philology with a wide range 

of approaches to textual productions and receptions, and beyond it with fundamental 

importance for literary and cultural history in general. 

In the context of Arab culture, philology has always represented the embodiment of the pivotal 

role language played in all aspects of the political, social and cultural structure of Arab society. 

Arabic philology not only provided the common denominator for the theological, philosophical, 

historical and linguistic disciplines pursued by Arabs, but as such represented the master-

discourse constituting Arab culture and identity far beyond academic boundaries. The 

interaction between philology and literature constitutes the essential part of this phenomenon. 

By blurring literary and philological practices, philological commentaries turn into parodies, 

poems render philological reflections, and lexicographic word lists foreground its literariness. 

Addressing these thresholds is a way to revisit the notions both of philology and literature in 

their historical and cultural contexts and to investigate their critical and aesthetical interactions 

and intersections. The seminar seeks to understand the procedures and the driving forces behind 

the reciprocal interaction between philology and literature in the context of Arab cultural history 

and beyond aiming also at exploring fruitful comparative perspectives. 

The structure and the chronological scope of the panel include the entire rage of Arab cultural 

history from the early classical period up to the contemporary times; the seminar is open for 

papers on the Arab and non-Arab culture from the pre-modern and modern period. 

 

Please submit your paper until the 23th of September 2016 directly here:  

http://www.acla.org/philology-literature-%E2%80%93-literature-philology-critical-and-

aesthetical-interactions-arab-culture-and 

 

http://www.acla.org/philology-literature-%E2%80%93-literature-philology-critical-and-aesthetical-interactions-arab-culture-and
http://www.acla.org/philology-literature-%E2%80%93-literature-philology-critical-and-aesthetical-interactions-arab-culture-and

