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What does consent mean to university students? How is it perceived and practiced? Who is most likely to seek 
consent? What are the greatest barriers to creating a culture of consent? How can everyone be involved in a 
culture of consent so that harmful situations are identified and prevented before it’s too late? 
 
Understanding how consent is perceived, communicated, interpreted, and acknowledged is a necessary first step 
toward proactive measures that prevent sexual harassment and assault. Yet, there is a paucity of data on the 
understanding and experience of consent amongst Canadian postsecondary students and serious disagreement 
about what, exactly, consent means and how it can be asked for and granted.  
 
This symposium welcomes contributions from scholars, educators, and activists on best practices for developing, 
implementing and assessing effective, consent-based sexual violence prevention programs on post-secondary 
campuses. We recognize that freedom from sexual abuse is a global human right for all people regardless of their 
gender or sexuality. Thus we particularly welcome contributions that take an intersectional and cross-cultural 
approach to Consent to Sex.  
 
Possible topics may include: 
 

• Developing measures to assess understanding of Consent to Sex 
• Cross-cultural understanding of Consent to Sex 
• Cause marketing and social media campaigns on sexual violence prevention 
• Popular culture and media entertainment as sex education 
• LGBTQ2S+ experiences of campus sexual violence 
• Bystander Intervention training 
• Campus reporting and support systems for survivors of sexual violence 

 
Interested contributors are invited to submit an abstract and a brief biography by July 31, 2016.  

All proposals must be submitted online through the AskFirst website: 
http://ucalgary.ca/askfirst/symposium 

 
For more information, contact: 

Dr. Jenny Godley (jgodley@ucalgary.ca) or Dr. Rebecca Sullivan (rsulliva@ucalgary.ca) 


