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Will the circle be unbroken / By and by, by and by? 

Is a better home awaiting / In the sky, in the sky? 

Christian hymn from 1907,  

used in Bioshock: Infinite OST in 2013. 

 

Although utopian dreams of a better world were originally inscribed into literary conven-

tions of Thomas More’s Libellus vere aureus and since then have been reworked in multiple 

literary utopias, contemporary visions of (e)utopia and dystopia are more frequently popular-

ized by movies, video games, graphic novels, or animations, which contributes to the post-

modern renaissance of the genre. Regardless of the medium, nearly all 20th- and 21st-century 

fantasy or SF narratives aim to problematize (e)utopian or dystopian dimensions of the fic-

tional world. A utopian component appears in cyberpunk, steampunk, eco-topian, or post-

apocalyptic worlds and narratives. The second, international conference of His Master’s Voice 

cycle will therefore focus on the latest representations of utopia and dystopia in audiovisual 

culture, with special emphasis on: 

1. Utopias and dystopias in cinema. 

2. Utopias and dystopias in video games. 

3. Utopias and dystopias in comic books and graphic novels. 

4. Utopias and dystopias in animation. 

5. Utopias and dystopias in music. 

6. Utopias and dystopias in digital art. 

7. Utopian and dystopian transmedial worlds. 

8. Transmedia storytelling in utopias and dystopias. 



9. Utopias and dystopias in popular culture. 

10. Audiovisuality in technotopias and ecotopias. 

11. Utopias and dystopias in interdisciplinary studies (e. g. ludology & film studies). 

Confirmed keynote speakers: Alan N. Shapiro (Arts and Design University of Offenbach) 

and Artur Blaim (University of Gdansk, Utopian Studies Society). 

 

The conference language shall be English. 600-words abstracts featuring (1) the title of pre-

sentation, (2) a concise bio-note, (3) the current affiliation, and (4) all necessary contact in-

formation should be submitted until December 15th 2014 at the lengthy email address his-

mastersvoiceconference@gmail.com. Notifications on both accepted and rejected submis-

sions shall be sent no sooner than on January 1st 2015.  

 

The conference fee will be 150€ for the full coverage of English editions of conference pro-

grams and all other essentials. Any further details regarding the venue, accommodation and 

transportation will be continuously updated at the website www.hismastersvoice.org. Organ-

isers are also open to answering all questions and requests sent at  hismastersvoiceconferen-

ce@gmail.com or at their personal accounts, available on the website.  

 

We look forward to seeing you in Kraków. 
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