
Baseball History 
Spring 2015 
TR 8-9:15 a.m. 
Room 220 
 
Dr. Leslie Heaphy—Main hall 310 D 
 Lheaphy@kent.edu  330-244-3304 
 
Office Hours: MW 11-11:45 a.m.; W 1:30-2:30 p.m; TR 12:30-1:30 p.m.; W 9-9:45 a.m. or by 
appointment 
 
Course Description:  This course will look at the history of baseball from its origins to the present 
day and how that history has impacted and been affected by larger events in American history and 
culture. 
 
Learning Outcomes 

• Understanding of the subject matter and related topics 
• Specialized content, themes, methodologies, and applications related to the history of 

Baseball in America 
• Development of verbal presentation skills and integrative learning approaches 
• Specific discussion of historiography of the topic area 
• A special emphasis on evaluating primary sources as appropriate 
• Develop analytical/interpretive skills particular to the topic 
• Develop historical writing skills 

 
Course Readings 
Bullpen Gospels 
Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
Baseball: A History of America’s Game 
Stolen Bases 
Readings on Blackboard  
 
Course Assignments 
 
In class participation/attendance 
All students are expected to be in class and take part regularly.  There will be periodic in-class 
assignments that cannot be made of if you miss class. 
 
Take Home Essays 
Students will complete two sets of take home essays, separate directions will be given on these 
essays.  The essays will be due in class on  March 5th and May 5th. 
 
All Star Assignment 
Each student will create an all-star team with a player at every position, a manager, a utility player, 
three starting pitchers and two relief pitchers.  Students will write a paper explaining their choices 
for each position and player. This will be a typed paper with proper citations and bibliography.  
Failure to properly cite the paper will result in a failing grade.  Papers will be approximately 8-10 
pages long.  This paper will be due on April 16th.   
 
Biography paper 
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Each student will choose a player/manager/owner to write a biography about.  Students will follow 
the format used by the Bioproject for SABR.  The goal is to produce a biography that can be 
submitted for possible publication by the end of the semester.  This paper will be due on April 30th 
with an outline and bibliography due on March 19th. 
 
Debates 
Students will take part in two in-class debates.  Students will be presented with the topics in class 
and will work with others to present their case for the class.  Sides will be arbitrarily assigned in 
class.  Students will be expected to turn in a typed bibliography of their sources and an outline of 
their points/notes for the debate on the day the debate takes place.   
 
Primary Source Papers 
Student will complete three papers critiquing primary sources given out in class (and also found on 
Blackboard).  The top two scores will be counted with the lowest being dropped.  The papers will 
be due on Feb. 12th, March 12th and April 9th.  Further directions will be given out. 
 
Grading 
In class/participation…………………………………….25 points 
Primary Source papers…………………………………..50 points total (25 x 2) 
Take Home Essays……………………………………….200 points (100 each) 
All Star Assignment……………………………………..75 points 
Debates…………………………………………………..40 points (2 x 20 points) 
Biography project………………………………………110 total 
  Outline/bibliography……………….10 points 
  Final essay…………………………100 points 
 
  Total …………….500 points 
 

A 465-500 (93% and above) C+ 385-399 (77% to less than 80%) A- 

450-464 (90% to less than 93%) C 365-384 (73% to less than 77%) B+ 

435-449 (87% to less than 90%) C- 350-364 (70% to less than 73%) B 

415-434 (83% to less than 87%) D+ 335-349 (67% to less than 70%) 

B-  400-414 (80% to less than 83%) D 300-334 (60% to less than 67%) F 
less than 300 points (less than 60%) 

 
 
Syllabus 
All readings should be completed in the time frame suggested but are tentative and subject to 
change.  Students will be apprised of any changes by the instructor. 
 
Week 1 Read Intro and Chapter 1 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden; 

Read Intro to Baseball, A History 
 
Week 2   Read Chapter 2 and 3 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
 
Week 3   Read Chapter 1 to Baseball, A History 
 
Week 4   Read Chapter 2 to Baseball, A History 



 
Week 5   Read Chapter 4, 5 and 6 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
     ***1st primary source due Feb. 12*** 
 
Week 6   Read Chapter 7 and 8 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
    Read Chapter 3 and 4 to Baseball, A History 
     *** 1st Debate 2/19***** 
 
Week 7   Read Chapter 9 and 10 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
    Read Chapter 5 and 6 to Baseball, A History 
 
Week 8   Read Chapter 11 and 12 to Baseball in the Garden of Eden 
     ***Take Home Essays 3/5**** 
 
Week 9   Read Chapter 7 and 8 to Baseball, A History 
 
     ***2nd primary source due 3/12*** 
 
Week 10   Read Chapter 9 and 10 to Baseball, A History 
     ****Bio outline and bibliography due 3/19**** 
 
Week 11   ***********Spring Break  **************** 
 
Week 12   Begin Reading Stolen Bases 
    Read Chapter 11 to Baseball, A History 
     *** 2nd Debate 4/2***** 
 
Week 13   Finish reading Stolen Bases 
    Read Chapter 12 and 13 to Baseball, A History 
     ***3rd primary source due 4/9 ********* 
 
Week 14   Begin Reading Bullpen Gospels 
    Read Chapter 14 and 15 to Baseball, A History 
     ****All Star Paper Due 4/16**** 
 
Week 15   Finish Reading Bullpen Gospels 
    Read Chapter 16 to Baseball, A History 
 
Week 16   Read Chapter 17 to Baseball, A History 
     ****Biography Paper due 4/30**** 
 
Week 17  **************Final May 5th at 8 a.m.******* 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Basic Information 
The following items are important points to remember. Make sure that you understand these 
policies, and if you have any questions, ask me! 

 
1. Class attendance is expected.   If you must miss a class, you are responsible for material 

covered in class and any announcements made in class, even if you are not in class. I do not 
lend out notes, so make arrangements with someone in class for that purpose. 

 
2. I am available to help you with whatever problems you may be having with the course, 

however, I cannot help if I do not know there is a problem.  Please do not hesitate to let me 
know if you encounter problems in this class. 

 
3. Discussion in this class is welcome, encouraged and expected. The nature of the class is that 

it is more like a seminar class and less like a lecture experience.  That means that success of 
the  course  depends  on  you  reading  and  thinking  ahead  of  class  and  then  coming 
prepared to share your thoughts and questions. I look forward to this exchange of ideas. 

 
4. All assignments done outside of class MUST be typed and double-spaced and attached with



a staple. 
 
5. Keep all of your papers in a safe place until you have received your final grade in this 
class. 

If there is any question about your grade, those papers constitute evidence for your case. 
 

Please turn your cell phones off during class. This means no texting as well. 
 
Additional Information 

 
Academic Honesty: Use of the intellectual property of others without attributing it to them 
is considered a serious academic offense.  Cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing 
grade for the work or for the entire course.  Repeat offenses result in dismissal from the 
University. University guidelines require that all infractions be reported to the Student 
Conduct Officer on our campus. 

 
Students with Disabilities: University policy 3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities 
be provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you 
have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please 
note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through Student Accessibility Services 
(contact 330-244-5047 or visit http://stark.kent.edu/student/resources/accessibility.cfm  for 
more information on registration procedures). 

 
Classes Canceled – Campus Closings: Announcements of class cancellations and/or 
campus closings will be made on the campus home page.  In the case of an emergency, 
weather-related or otherwise, please check the web page at stark.kent.edu for information on 
the buildings and times of the closing. While information may be broadcast by radio and 
television, this should be 
confirmed by the web page, which is the official announcement of the campus and which will 
be the information used to determine issues related to student attendance, rescheduling of tests, 
and other concerns. 

 
Course Withdrawal: 

 
If you are considering withdrawing from this course, please consult with a staff member in 
the Student Services Office, 134 Main Hall. Withdrawal from a course can affect financial 
aid, student status, or progress within your major. For withdrawal deadlines, please refer to 
http://www.registrars.kent.edu/home/TermUpdate/sche_adj.htm. 

 
 

Tutoring   

Free, walk-in math tutoring is available 8 am -7 pm. Monday through Thursday and 8 am - 3 pm. 
Friday in the Academic Success Center in the lower level of Campus Center.  Subject-area 
tutoring is available by appointment and can be arranged by completing a form online located at 

http://stark.kent.edu/student/resources/accessibility.cfm
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http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/tutoring.cfm.  Online tutoring in accounting, 
anatomy and physiology, physics, writing, mathematics, calculus, chemistry and statistics can 
also be accessed from this page.   

 
Writing Center 
The Writing Center is a free service to help students become stronger writers.  It is a place for 
students to talk with outside readers about their work, both early on when they are still 
generating and considering ideas, as well as later during the drafting and revising stages.  The 
Writing Center’s staff of peer tutors is specially trained to help students identify their writing 
needs and to offer insight, feedback, and support.  We also offer a wide range of informational 
writing pamphlets, both online and in print.  The Writing Center is located in Main Hall, Rm. 
#202, and is open for both walk-ins and appointments.  See our website for details, 
http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/writing/index.cfm, or call us at 330-244-3299. 

 

 

http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/tutoring.cfm
http://www.stark.kent.edu/student/resources/writing/index.cfm

