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ravis J. Hardy’s article steps into the ever-growing field of studies on race and U.S. 
foreign policy and comes up with some interesting findings.  By focusing on what 
he calls the “intellectual underpinnings” of the relationship between Australia and 

the United States during World War II, Hardy seeks to expand on the ways the concept of 
race has come to be utilized as a tool for understanding American foreign relations (550).   
Through an examination of the racial views of both the United States and Australia, 
Hardy argues that the shared racism of the two nations toward the Japanese enemy, as 
well as their belief in an Anglo-Saxon racial bond between the two, served as an 
important bit of ideological glue holding the two nations together in their wartime 
alliance.  These views helped to assuage the “often fractious relations” between Australia 
and the United States during the war.  Most importantly, “race thus became the way for 
both Washington and Canberra to articulate their attempts to make sense of the chaos of 
the Pacific War” (550).  
 
The significance of Hardy’s research is not difficult to discern.  By arguing that shared 
racial views pulled the United States and Australia closer together during World War II 
he expands the power of race from simply a motivating factor for U.S. policy into an 
integral part of the wartime alliance system.  And by including an in-depth examination 
of Australia’s racial views he makes a strong argument that American racism did not exist 
in an international vacuum.  Indeed, the racial views of the two nations proved invaluable 
in cementing their alliance.  As Hardy notes, U.S.-Australian relations were on a rocky 
foundation during the 1930s; however, the “racial experiences shared by Australians and 
Americans provided an important linkage that helped to ameliorate many of the 
longstanding political, military, and cultural differences that proved so difficult to 
overcome” (565).  Hardy goes even farther, arguing that, “if the shared sense of racial 
identity is removed, there is no reason to believe that the United States and Australia 
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would have developed as close a relationship as they did in the postwar world” (567).  
Finally, the author offers a fascinating account of how the racial views of both nations 
were tested by the presence of thousands of African American servicemen in Australia.  
At first somewhat grudgingly accepted by the Australians as necessary for defeating the 
Japanese menace, once the war turned against Japan, fears of miscegenation between 
African American soldiers and white Australian women and old racist sentiments led to “a 
more rigid segregation of services such as housing, but particularly social activities such 
as dances” (564). 
 
Because this article is obviously a preface to a longer work on the role of race in U.S.-
Australian relations during World War II, Hardy makes a conscious decision to leap right 
into the story of those relations without much effort at providing an historical (or 
historiographical) backdrop.   Eschewing any substantial discussion of the larger 
historical context or historiography for his topic has both benefits and costs.  It does 
allow the author to more fully develop his arguments without becoming bogged down in 
a long introduction that surveys a larger array of the historical literature and/or delves 
into a longer history of American-Australian relations.  The drawbacks, however, are 
quite significant.  Hardy gives a brief nod to the substantial research on race and U.S. 
diplomacy by observing that the topic is “an element of American diplomatic history that 
has begun to receive more inquiry” (550).  Indeed it has, although it might be noted that 
scholars have been making substantial and sustained inquiries for the past two decades.  
Relying mostly on Michael Hunt’s seminal work, Ideology and U.S. Foreign Policy, Hardy 
glosses over the growing list of works that focus more intensely on the role of race in that 
ideology.1  In doing so, he gives the unintended impression that American notions of 
racial identity, and the United States’ resulting racist outlook toward people of color, 
sprang up full-blown during the maelstrom of World War II.  Certainly, Reginald 
Horsman’s important work on American racism and Manifest Destiny demonstrates quite 
clearly that the notion of Anglo-Saxon supremacy—as well as a racial bond between the 
“Anglo” nations of the world—was ingrained in American ideological constructs almost 
from the instant the English colonists landed in North America.2  In addition, Hardy’s 
analysis of Australian concerns over sexual liaisons between the African American 

                                                        
1 A few of the most important works are Brenda Gayle Plummer, Rising Wind: Black Americans and 

U.S. Foreign Affairs, 1935-1960 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996); Thomas Borstelmann, 
The Cold War and the Color Line: American Race Relations in the Global Arena (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2003); Carol Anderson, Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American 
Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003); and Mary L. Dudziak, 
Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2002).  Gerald Horne, Cary Fraser, Marc Gallicchio, Thomas Hietala, Jonathan Rosenberg, Fredrick B. Pike, 
Richard Drinnon, and a host of other scholars have also contributed to this important sub-field of U.S. 
diplomatic history.  For a concise synthesis of some of the most important work, see Michael L. Krenn, The 
Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books, 2006). 

2 Reginald Horsman, Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial Anglo-Saxonism 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981). 
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servicemen and white Australian women would benefit from consulting Brenda Gayle 
Plummer’s study of the “brown baby” phenomenon in postwar Europe.3 
 
More important is Hardy’s failure to note that America and Australia previously exhibited 
their “racial solidarity” at least as early as the Versailles Peace Conference in 1919.  As Paul 
Gordon Lauren has so brilliantly illustrated, faced with a Japanese resolution calling for 
an end to racism in international relations, the United States (in the person of President 
Woodrow Wilson), Great Britain, and Australia closed their Anglo-Saxon ranks and 
eventually saw to the scuttling of the Japanese proposal.4  When Hardy argues that “racial 
identity played an important role in bringing the two nations closer together than 
before,” this is true if the “before” is limited to the years immediately preceding World 
War II (566). 
 
While these omissions do raise some questions about Hardy’s conclusions regarding the 
origins of the racial solidarity between the United States and Australia and the impact of 
that solidarity during and after World War II, they do not detract from the overall 
significance of the story Hardy tells.  Certainly, more work needs to be done on this topic 
and I await the appearance of Hardy’s book with more than passing interest, for it should 
be another important and necessary step in the internationalization of the issue of race 
and foreign relations, an issue that has so far been largely confined to studies of the 
United States, race, and diplomacy. 
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3 Brenda Gayle Plummer, “Brown Babies: Race, Gender, and Policy after World War II,” in Window 

on Freedom: Race, Civil Rights, and Foreign Affairs, 1945-1988, Brenda Gayle Plummer, ed. (Chapel Hill: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 2003): 67-91. 

4 Paul Gordon Lauren, “Human Rights in History:  Diplomacy and Racial Equality at the Paris Peace 
Conference,” Diplomatic History 2 (1978):257-278.   
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