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The Anguishes of Neighbors: Polish-Jewish Relations in the 20th c.
History seminar J300

Tuesdays 10:10am-12:00pm, Ballantine 011

Professor Marci Shore
Ballantine 833, tel. 855-8036

Office hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 4-5:30, and by appointment

The following materials are required reading and can be purchased at the IU bookstore:

Jan T. Gross, Neighbors:  The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland 
Brian Porter, When Nationalism Began to Hate: Imagining Modern Politics in Nineteenth Century Poland 
Michael Steinlauf, Bondage to the Dead: Poland and the Memory of the Holocaust
Hanna Krall, The Subtenant-To Outwit God
Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale
Emanuel Ringelblum, Polish-Jewish Relations during the Second World War
course packet

academic misconduct: We expect you to follow the rules on academic honesty and intellectual integrity established by the Indiana University
Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct.  Presenting someone else’s work as your own (this includes the work of another student
as well as information from books, articles, and web sites) is plagiarism.  Other forms of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:
using unauthorized books or notes to answer examination questions; exchanging knowledge with another student verbally or in written form
during an examination; and writing for another member of the class.  Academic misconduct carries heavy penalties in this course.

 course description:

      This seminar will explore the painful and complex history of Polish-Jewish relations from Poland's "regaining of independence" in 1918
through the present day, particularly in the light of the enormous discussion surrounding Jan Gross's recently-published book Neighbors: The
Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland.  While the course will be organized chronologically, discussions will be more
focused thematically. Topics will include assimilation and its discontents; antisemitism and the Polish Right; cosmopolitanism and the "non-
Jewish Jew;" Polish-Jewish relations during the Nazi occupation; and the legacy of so-called "żydokomuna," a virtually untranslatable Polish
term referring to communism as a kind of Jewish-Bolshevik conspiracy.  Readings will include historical analyses as well as newspaper
polemics, poems, short stories and memoirs.

course requirements:

This seminar is reading–intensive.  Students are expected to complete all the reading assignments before each week’s class and come prepared
to participate in discussions.  Grades will be based on class participation as well as the following written assignments:

1. book review Slavic Review style*
2. book review Times Literary Supplement style*
(*these assignments inspired by Brad Abrams)
3. seminar paper (8-12 pages, first draft due November 19th, final draft due December 13th)

September 3: introduction

“Think of an old divorced couple arguing over a cemetery plot…”—a metaphor for Polish-Jewish relations one can hear in Warsaw

September 10: guest participant Shimon Redlich

“’The Jewish question’ in Poland today exists principally as a Polish problem….The history of Polish-Jewish relations has come to an end. 
Jews in Poland are no more, and never will be again.”—Aleksander Smolar

Smolar, Aleksander. “Jews as a Polish Problem.” Daedalus vol. 116, no. 2  (spring 1987)
Shimon Redlich, Together and Apart in Brzezany: Poles, Jews and Ukrainians 1919-1945 (excerpts, course reader)

September 17: on modern Polish nationalism and its discontents

“During the late nineteenth century (so the story goes) Poland entered the modern world….”—Brian Porter

Brian Porter, When Nationalism Began to Hate: Imagining Modern Politics in Nineteenth Century Poland
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September 24: interwar Poland: good for the Jews or bad for the Jews?

“I think we can say of Jewish history in interwar Poland that it was ‘the best of times and the worst of times’…”—Ezra Mendelsohn

Ezra Mendelsohn, “Interwar Poland: Good for the Jews or Bad for the Jews?” (course reader)
William Hagen, “Before the ‘Final Solution’: Toward a Comparative Analysis of Political Anti-Semitism in Interwar Germany and Poland,”
(course reader)

October 1: assimilation and its discontents
first book review due

“Above all a Pole—because I want to be.”—Julian Tuwim

Aleksander Wat, “The Eternally Wandering Jew” (course reader)
Julian Tuwim, “We, Polish Jews” (course reader)

October 8: into the abyss: the Second World War

“In this book I say nothing about Polish-Jewish relations, yet of course the whole book is about that.”-- Michał Głowiński

Michał Głowiński, The Black Seasons (excerpts, handout)
Emanuel Ringelblum, Polish-Jewish Relations during the Second World War

October 15: the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

“It was only a choice as to the manner of dying.”—Marek Edelman

Hanna Krall (with Marek Edelman), To Outwit God
Jan Błoński, “The Poor Poles Look at the Ghetto,” (course reader)

October 22: interpreting Polish-Jewish relations during the war

“…as we know, Poles lived dangerously in those days and were proud of it…”—Jan T. Gross

Jan  T. Gross, “Polish-Jewish Relations during the War: An Interpretation” (course reader)
Yisrael Gutman, Władysław Bartoszewski, et. al. “Polish-Jewish Relations during the Second World War: A Discussion” (course reader)
Richard C. Lukas, The Forgotten Holocaust: The Poles Under German Occupation 1939-1944  (excerpts, course reader)
Adam Hetnal, book review of The Forgotten Holocaust (course reader)
David Engel, “Poles, Jews, and Historical Objectivity” (course reader)
Richard Lukas, "A Response” (course reader)

October 29: the specter of żydokomuna

“Assimilation turned out to be a source of long-term spiritual illness, identity crisis, and neurotic hypersensitivity.”—Stanisław Krajewski

Stanisław Krajewski, “Jews and Communism” (course reader)
Teresa Torańska, “Them”: Stalin’s Polish Puppets  (interview with Jakub Berman, course reader)
Władysław Krajewski, “Facts and Myths: About the Role of Jews in the Stalinist Period,” (course reader)

November 5: remembering the war, part I
second book review due

“For better and for worse, not only Auschwitz but Poland now fully belongs in our world, with all its attendant freedoms and ambiguities.  It is
a world in which grant myths give way to ‘points of view,’ magisterial authority to the evening news, a world in which Karl Marx seems to
have, if nothing else, the last word: ‘All that is solid melts into air.’”—Michael Steinlauf
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Michael Steinlauf, Bondage to the Dead: Poland and the Memory of the Holocaust

November 12: remembering the war, part II: imagining Poles, imagining Jews

“There’s a Jewess in the courtyard!  POLICE!”—Art Spiegelman

Art Spiegelman, Maus I

November 19: the Norman Davies controversy
first draft of seminar paper due

“To ask why the Poles did little to help the Jews is rather like asking why the Jews did nothing to assist the Poles.”—Norman Davies

Norman Davies, God’s Playground: A History of Poland (excerpts, course reader)
Tony Judt, book review of Norman Davies’ Europe: A History (course reader)

November 26: the Jewish community in Poland today

“Do you have Jewish roots?  Is this a problem for you?  Or a secret?  Or perhaps your passion, your pride, your hope?”—advertisement in
Midrasz

film Poland’s New Jews (to be shown in class)
Konstanty Gebert, “The Keeper of Memory” (course reader)
Midrasz: “Masz żydowskie korzenia?” (handout)

December 3: Neighbors

“Indeed, as we now know beyond reasonable doubt, and as Jedwabne citizens knew all along, it was their neighbors who killed them.”—Jan T.
Gross

Jan T. Gross, Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland

December 10: Neighbors: a controversy

“P.S. I must candidly admit to the participants in the meeting at which Professor Gross was present at the Tadeusz Manteuffel Historical
Institute, where I have worked for 38 years, that it was one of the most unpleasant experiences of my life.”—Tomasz Szarota

Alvin H. Rosenfeld, “Facing Jedwabne” (handout)
Piotr Wróbel, “Neighbors Reconsidered” (course reader)
Tomasz Szarota, “The Devil Is in the Details” (course reader)
Jacek Żakowski, “Every Neighbor Has a Name” (course reader)
Jan Tomasz Gross, “’Comprehensible’ Murder?” (course reader)
Tomasz Szarota, “Do We Now Know Everything for Certain?” (course reader)
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