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The role of Southern Matriarchs, as a whole, in shaping communities, influencing culture and
uplifting the people in their lives cannot be denied. Historically, however, Southern Matriarchs
and the unique roles they played in defining the values that shape our society have either
been minimized or reduced to one dimensional imagery and propaganda, which was often
used to enforce biased stereotypes about “good women”. Such characterizations in popular
culture routinely presented the misogynistic rhetoric that was normalized during the 20th
century and often reduced matriarchs to caricatures for consumer appeal. Regardless of how
they were viewed throughout the rest of the country, the southern matriarch remains a
symbol of respect and wisdom in southern culture. Those who fill this space represent the
very best of gentile strength, leadership, protection and moral guidance to southern children,
by birth or by choice, families, and communities. Southern Matriarchs cared for family while
also taking on the burden of the family’s problems, and their reach is more than biological or
geographically locked. The remnants of their stories can be seen in today’s southern culture,
through music, art, literature, architecture, cuisine, history, education and linguistics.
This work seeks to combine essays that explore the very essence of the Southern Matriarch
and how her presence has underscored and influenced various aspects of Southern life. The
primary goal of this work is to combine into a single source a variety of ways in which art,
architecture, culture, literature, music, cuisine, history, education, and linguistics have been
defined by the Southern Matriarch, thus revealing her importance to southern culture. The
secondary purpose of this book is to arouse a robust dialogue about the perceived value of
southern matriarchs to our communities versus the actual value that our southern mothers
have in society. Additionally, it seeks to illuminate the varied definitions, and sometimes
complicated, definitions of matriarchy; particularly in terms of gender, race, sexuality, and
class. The final objective of this book is to help redefine and complicate the perceptions of
the Southern Matriarch to more accurately reflect the importance and contributions of such a
position to society and southern culture.
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Graduate students ( PhD and Masters), academics, and independent researchers are
encouraged to apply.
Contact Info:
Cheylon Woods
phone: (318) 482-1848
Email: cheylon.woods@louisiana.edu
Contact Email:
gainescenter@louisiana.edu
URL:
https://ernestgaines.louisiana.edu/center
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