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In his book called Postocolonial Literature and the Impact of Literacy: Reading and Writing in African
and Caribbean Fiction, Neil ten Kortenaar explains that “[t]exts always raise the question of their
own nature, including their relation to audience, to a tradition they inherit but also redeﬁne, and to
the means of their production.” (2011: 19). It is this metatextual aspect of literary texts that we would
like to examine in contemporary French Caribbean fiction.
Metatextuality here is understood as a form of intertextual discourse in which one text refers to itself
or another text and critically reflects upon it. Even though this self-referential tendency has only been
increasing in Francophone literatures in recent years (Gauvin 2019: 8), a limited number of studies
have explored this topic in Caribbean fiction compared to French or Quebecois fiction (Attikpoé et al.
2018: 5). Our objective is to uncover the “story within the story” about literature and its social,
institutional, critical, and aesthetic dimensions told by contemporary French Caribbean fiction. We
believe that this question is of particular interest for the study of Caribbean literature as its
conditions of production, publication, distribution, circulation, consumption, transmission, and
recognition (or lack thereof) are very specific.
We welcome proposals that focus on: 1. The creative process (how does the novel tackle the question
of its own creation? How does the writer represent himself or herself? How does s.he addresses the
issue of writing? What are the strategies used by the novel to position itself within a specific literary
genre/tradition); 2. the publishing process (how does the novel consider its relationship with the
publishing world?); 3. Reception (how is the question of readership being addressed? How does the
novel define its relationship with literary critics/institutions?).
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Contact Info:
Abstracts should be submitted directly to the NeMLA portal. Preferred languages: French and
English.
Contact Email:
julia.galmiche@mail.utoronto.ca
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https://www.cfplist.com/nemla/Home/login
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