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This panel brings together the work of two historians investigating the Caribbean. Casey Schmitt’s
paper explores the intersection of warfare and human trafficking in the 17th century. Unmet demand
for enslaved labor in smaller markets coupled with near-constant warfare among major European
powers in the region reinforced practices of raiding and captivity. Schmitt’s paper shows how the
lure of seizing captives facilitated manning expeditions during wartime, and demonstrates the
centrality of violence against enslaved communities to 17th-century warfare. Carrington-Farmer’s
paper explores how 18th century New Englanders diversified their thriving equine breeding and
exportation business in an effort to meet an increasing demand for mules in the West Indies. Whilst
New England's foray into mule breeding never reached the success of its horse enterprises, the
lengths that farmers and merchants went to start a breeding program demonstrates how wider
Atlantic markets drove New England’s economy.
The Pauline Maier Early American History Seminar invites you to join the conversation on Tuesday 1
December at 5:15 PM. The seminar brings together a diverse group of scholars and interested
members of the public to workshop pre-circulated papers. After brief remarks from the authors and
an assigned commentator, the discussion is opened to the floor. All are encouraged to ask questions,
provide feedback on the circulated essays, and discuss the topic at hand. Our sessions are free and
open to everyone. Register above to attend, and you will receive a confirmation message with
instructions for attending the virtual session. Please check your junk mail if you do not see this
message, or contact the MHS for assistance.
Subscribers for the current year may now log in to access the papers for this session. All others who
register will receive the papers by email the day before the seminar.
Want to receive advanced copies of seminar papers? Become a subscriber!
Questions? Email seminars@masshist.org.
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