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The Topic
Humanitarian organisations across the globe face growing challenges in delivering
aid, securing funds and maintaining public confidence. Trade-offs between
sovereignty, democracy, security, development, identity, and human rights have
become highly complex. The Herrenhausen Conference ‘Governing
Humanitarianism’ interrogates present issues and future directions for global
humanitarian governance in relation to its pasts. It asks if humanitarian expansion
has come at the expense of core values and effective intervention, and how the
pursuit of global equity and social justice can be pursued through shifting global and
local power structures. The conference features six key themes: Humanitarianism as
Global Networks and Activism; Gendering Humanitarianism; Humanitarianism and
International Law; Humanitarian Political and Moral Economies; Media and
Humanitarianism; Humanitarianism, Development and Global Human Rights.
Travel Grants Available
The Volkswagen Foundation offers travel grants for early career researchers (PhD
students and postdoctoral researchers up to 5 years since PhD) or young
professionals in humanitarian sectors. Applicants can win one of 30 grants to take
part in the Herrenhausen Conference ‘Governing Humanitarianism’ in Hanover,
Germany, on September 13-15, 2020. Successful applicants will have the
opportunity to engage in collaborative, interdisciplinary discussions of key issues
shaping the past, present and future of humanitarianism and to produce ‘best
practice’ statements on how academics and practitioners can work together to
tackle these issues. The grants include travel expenses to Hanover, visa fees (if
applicable), and accommodation in Hanover. To apply, please complete the form
before
March
15,
2020:
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https://call.volkswagenstiftung.de/calls/antrag/index.html#/apply/80
Your application should contain the following
As an academic: An abstract of your research project with your research
question, method, results and outlook, research partners and thesis advisors
As a young professional: A description of the project or the initiative you are
engaging in and your role within this, explaining subjects, agenda, goals and
activities
A statement which benefits you expect from taking part in the symposium
A short CV
Selection
Participants will be selected by the steering committee. Acceptance will be based on
qualification of the applicant as well as relevance, originality of the research
project/initiative and potential to meet the goals of the conference. We will inform
the applicants about the results in May 2020.
Q u er i es : P l ea se co nt a ct Jean a Th illa, Volks wag en Fou n d ation , at
thilla@volkswagenstiftung.de
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http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/governing-humanitarianism
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