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Location:
Central European University, Budapest, Hungary
Call for Papers
The tumultuous year of 1989 has led to dramatic shifts in international relations: with
the end of the Cold War the bi-polar international order has changed, creating a new
security landscape. The crumbling economies of the Communist world gave way to
capitalism, which itself had been changing. Totalitarian and authoritarian regimes
began democratising. The Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall came down. Europe
reunited. “History ended”. Or so it seemed.
On the 30th anniversary, it is time to reflect on the hopes and desires of 1989. While
the 30 years after 1945 is remembered as the Trente Glorieuses (the Thirty Glorious
Years) of uninterrupted economic development across much of Western Europe, the
three decades since 1989 conjure up very different images in East Central Europe.
Liberty was quickly attained, though some argue that 1989 remains an “unfinished
revolution”. Democratic backsliding, observable across the region to a varying
degree, appears to be a case in point. Russia’s growing influence and “return to the
region” has brought back the existential fear in some countries, and raised the
prospect of a new Cold War with a new Iron Curtain at the EU’s external borders.
Each country has had a different perspective on 1989: in some countries it was a
popular revolution, velvet or bloody, in others it was an “unfinished revolution” of
elite negotiations. Some countries gained their national independence, while others
view it as the start of new dependencies. Have these differences influenced how 1989
is viewed 30 years later? This conference is looking to explore what 1989 means for
those who were born well after the Wall came down. How do they view the legacy of
1989 today? And what is its legacy? How have the diverse experiences of that year
shaped these countries’ thinking on security, their political, and economic
developments, societies? How has this legacy influenced the new world order after
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the collapse of the bi-polar system?
We welcome students to submit papers/podcasts/vodcasts/photo portfolios relevant
to any of the above questions from either side of the Wall. We particularly encourage
submissions in the following broader topics:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

The Legacy of 1989
Democratic Backsliding in Central and Eastern Europe
“The Thirty Years’ Crisis”: Economic Convergence in the EU
State vs. Citizens – The “Unfinished Revolution” of Civic Empowerment and Civil
Society
Security and Russia’s Influence in (Central and Eastern) Europe
Go West? Foreign Policy after the Cold War
A Continent Reunited? Norms, Values, and Identity in (Central and Eastern) Europe

Please submit your abstracts or podcast/vodcast/portfolio proposal* to this form by 1
June 2019. Submissions should be between 250-300 words. Final papers are
expected to be 3-4,000 words.
Selected participants will be grouped into panels according to their research topics.
Participants will give 10-15-minute presentations based on their papers to a panel of
faculty and graduate students. The presentations will be open to the public.
Students will be informed of the decision by 30 June 2019. The language of the
conference is English and will take place in Budapest from 21-23 August 2019.
The conference is open to BA/BSc students of international relations, political science,
or any related fields (e.g. sociology, economics, etc.), who will have completed their
first year at university by the time of the conference. The conference fee is €75 which
covers accommodation for two nights in the CEU Residence Centre, meals, social
events, 72-hour public transport in Budapest, and free Wi-Fi. Students who do not
require accommodation should indicate this on the form. The reduced fee for those
who do not need accommodation and a Budapest travel card is €45.

*Please be aware that if you intend to submit a podcast/vodcast/portfolio, you will
also be expected to submit a 1,000 word paper to supplement your submission.
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