H-Announce

Call For Applications - United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum - 2019 Jack and Anita Hess Faculty Seminar
Announcement published by Madison Howard on Thursday, December 6, 2018
Type:
Seminar
Date:
July 15, 2019 to July 19, 2019
Location:
District Of Columbia, United States
Subject Fields:
European History / Studies, German History / Studies, Holocaust, Genocide, and Memory Studies,
Jewish History / Studies, Religious Studies and Theology
INTERRELIGIOUS STUDIES AND THE HOLOCAUST: NEW RESEARCH, NEW
CONVERSATIONS, co-taught by Drs.Mehnaz Afridi and Victoria Barnett
July 15-19, 2019
Applications must be submitted by February 15, 2019

The Program on Ethics, Religion, and the Holocaust of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum is pleased to announce its annual seminar for faculty and qualified
doctoral students from all disciplines entitled, Interreligious Studies and the Holocaust:
New Research, New Conversations. Clergy and non-clergy professionally engaged in
interreligious work are also welcome to apply.
In recent years new research about minority religious communities throughout Nazioccupied Europe and North Africa has opened a new lens into interreligious dynamics and
the history of different religious communities under National Socialism. This seminar will
begin with an overview of the history of the international interreligious movement in the
early twentieth century, with a particular focus on the role played during the Holocaust by
diverse religious leaders and communities in Nazi Germany and Nazi occupied territories.
Post-Holocaust theological approaches, the challenges of addressing the past, issues of
memory and reconciliation, and the Holocaust’s legacy for interreligious issues will be
addressed as well. The seminar will also explore different pedagogical approaches for
incorporating Holocaust scholarship into the broader field of interreligious studies, with a
particular focus on the work of Muslim scholars.
The seminar will be co-led by Drs. Mehnaz Afridi and Victoria Barnett. Mehnaz Afridi is
Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Director of the Holocaust, Genocide, and
Interfaith Education Center at Manhattan College. She is the author of Shoah through
Muslim Eyes (2017) published by Academic Studies Press and is currently working on a
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book on Islam, Memory, and Genocide. She is guest editor of a Special Issue "Remembering
Jewish-Muslim Encounters: Challenges and Cooperation" in Religions and was co-editor of
Global Perspectives on Orhan Pamuk: Existentialism and Politics (2012) published by
Palgrave Macmillan. Victoria Barnett directs the Museum’s Programs on Ethics, Religion,
and the Holocaust. She is currently working on a book on the international engagement of
the US interfaith movement during the Nazi era. She was one of the general editors of the
multivolume Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works English Edition, the translation of the complete
writings of Bonhoeffer published by Fortress Press. She is the author of “After Ten Years”:
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Our Times (2017); Bystanders: Conscience and Complicity during
the Holocaust (1999), and For the Soul of the People: Protestant Protest against Hitler
(1992).
Participants will also have the opportunity to learn more about Museum resources for their
teaching and consult and interact with Museum staff and visiting scholars. More
information about the Museum’s programs on the historical role of religion during the
Holocaust and the ways in which religious institutions, leaders, and theologians have
addressed this history and its legacy since 1945 can be found at Programs on Ethics,
Religion, and the Holocaust.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications must include: (1) a curriculum vitae; (2) a statement of the candidate’s
specific interest and purpose for attending the seminar; and (3) a supporting letter from a
departmental chair, dean, or supervisor addressing the candidate’s qualifications and the
potential applications of Holocaust-related courses or programming at their institutions or
organizations.
Admission will be decided without regard to age, gender, race, creed, or national origin. For
non-local participants, the Center will (1) reimburse the cost of direct travel to and from
the participant’s home institution and Washington, DC, up to but not exceeding the amount
of $600; and (2) cover the cost of lodging for the duration of the course. Incidental, meal,
and book expenses must be covered by the candidates or their respective institutions. All
participants must attend the entire seminar.
Applications must be submitted per email no later than February 15, 2019, and emailed to:
crd@ushmm.org; with the subject line “PERH Seminar”
This seminar is made possible by the Hoffberger Family Fund and by Joseph A. and Janeal
Cannon and Family.
Contact Info:
For questions, please contact Victoria Barnett at 202-488-0469 or vbarnett@ushmm.org. All
applicants will be notified of the results of the selection process by Friday, March 8, 2019.
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Contact Email:
vbarnett@ushmm.org
URL:
https://www.ushmm.org/research/competitive-academic-programs/faculty-seminars/seminar-for-semin
ary-and-religious-studies...
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