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“Decolonizing the Study of Memory” Special Issue Call for
Papers
Discussion published by Mary McCarthy on Wednesday, December 7, 2022

“Decolonizing the Study of Memory” Special Issue

Co-editors:  Ruramisai  Charumbira  (University  of  Western  Ontario),  Jocelyn  Martin
(Université Catholique de l’Ouest/ Ateneo de Manila University), Mary M. McCarthy (Drake
University), and Jarula M. I. Wegner (Zhejiang University).

The field of memory studies, like many academic disciplines and fields, is facing calls to
decolonize, deimperialize, and provincialize European-imposed and inspired knowledges.
Scholars  and  critics  such  as  Audre  Lorde,  Frantz  Fanon,  Gloria  Anzaldua,  Ngũgĩ  wa
Thiong’o, Steve Biko, and Linda Tuhiwai Smith emphasize the importance of acknowledging,
repairing,  and  transcending  the  lasting  impact  of  European  slavery,  genocidal  settler
colonialism, and imperial nostalgia that have ravaged human societies and the Earth, our
ground of Being. Numerous postcolonial, decolonial, and indigenous scholars as well as
critics  continue to  shine a  bright  light  on the enduring legacy of  white  supremacy in
academia and beyond, calling for reparatory justice.

Ongoing  debates  concerning  provincializing,  de-Westernizing,  decolonizing,  and  other
interventions, highlight the reality that Western knowledge regimes’ dominance has yet to
be  fully  recognized,  overcome,  and  dismantled  (Quijano  1992;  Chakrabarty  2000;
Maldonado- Torres 2006; Chen 2010; Kimmerer 2014). Accordingly, we would like to ask
whether  ethnic,  national,  cosmopolitan,  multidirectional,  transcultural,  and  planetary
memories  or  the  ‘floating  gap’  are  indeed  as  transhistorical,  universal  or  natural  as
sometimes suggested? These questions highlight the reality that the field of memory studies
is, in many ways, still dominated by approaches, concepts, and methods designed in the
Global North creating an undeniable “Euro/Anglo centrism” (Olick et al 2017). Furthermore,
we would like to question: Do cultural memories confirm or contradict seemingly hard and
fast distinctions between history and memory, male and female, modern and traditional,
culture and nature, sacred and profane or life and death? How do cultural memories in
specific  local,  regional,  and  transnational  constellations  force  us  to  rethink  seemingly
universal concepts? How do we think and do history and memory?

For Memory Studies, therefore, the present moment bears at least three crucial challenges:
First, to highlight the limitations of currently dominant approaches, concepts, and methods;
second, to introduce to memory studies the plethora of memory concepts hitherto ignored
but debated in other fields, such as postcolonial studies, decolonial thought, indigenous
studies, and the natural sciences; and lastly, to encourage the practice of “epistemological
disobedience”  (Mignolo  2011)  in  order  to  move  beyond  the  current  cultural  memory
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frameworks that undergird the field. This, in turn, expands and creates new intellectual
spaces such as those pioneered by feminist, decolonial, and queer critics including M. Jacqui
Alexander, Hilary Beckles, Saidiya Hartman, bell hooks, and Sylvia Wynter, to name a few.
To the foregoing end, this special  issue invites the rich, dynamic,  and diverse cultural
memories and scholarship currently outside the framework of Memory Studies to think
through decolonial and indigenous lenses, and thus fundamentally challenge the field. Our
aim is to substantially extend interdisciplinary debates to look beyond European, Western,
and White memory cultures and scholarship that substantially define knowledge production
on the study of history and memory to date.

This special issue responds to the urgent calls to both decolonize and reconceptualize the
study of memory and Memory Studies in three ways:

We invite current memory studies scholars to investigate the role of decolonization1.
and provincialization to existing approaches, theories and methods.
We explicitly invite scholars from disciplines less represented in Memory Studies to2.
contribute to the decolonization of socio-cultural memory studies.
We also invite reviews of existing work, with a particular interest in those not in the3.
English language, on the subject of decolonizing and provincializing memory studies
or indigenous ways of knowing that have hitherto been marginalized.

In a word, the collected essays seek to open the doors beyond the field’s institutional
framework,  taking  seriously  the  fundamental  challenge  and  rich  potential  of  not  only
decolonizing  and  provincializing  the  study  of  memory  and  Memory  Studies,  but  re-
envisioning the field.

Some questions that may be addressed in this special issue include, but are not limited to:

What is the role of language in creating memory and memory practices and how does
multilingualism or translation intervene in creation or dissemination?
How do oral, visual, and/or sound cultures contribute to memory practices?
How can non-written based epistemologies enrich our knowledge base in memory
studies?
How does an analysis  of  Anthropocene memory complicate  our  understanding of
global systems?
What  memory  practices  interrupt  or  reject  the  binaries  of  male/female,
modern/traditional, life/death, sacred/profane, etc.?
What  theoretical  or  methodological  innovations  or  interventions  are  needed  to
recognize and integrate non-Western memory cultures and their study into memory
studies?

We invite abstracts of 300-500 words to be sent by January 10 as an email attachment to:
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decolonizingmemory@gmail.com. Informal inquiries can also be sent to that same email
address prior to the deadline. Articles should be approximately 6,000 words in length and
must be submitted by May 1, 2023 for double-blind peer review.
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